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s of the new St

and Brian ller, drummer.

By Larry O’Connor
staff writer

I Strange Bedlcllows were a
football team, they would need Vel-
¢ro pame plates on the back of
thelr jerseys. .

Perhaps no.local band has gone
through as many relncarmations as
the Bedfellows who were, at last
‘count; & four-plece. Yet remarka-
bly, the group has remalned one of
the most viable commoditics on the
area circult.

Sa, let's meet lhe new Strange
Bedlellows: Leonard Miller, gultar-
Ist; Mike DeMagglo, bass; and Bri-
an ller, drummer. Oh, and of
course, there s vocalist and leader

" Mlssy Gibson who has remalned
through the tulmut.

“Well, I guess I was never com-
pletcly happy with the way the
_songs were sounding,” sald Glbson,
“offering an explanatlon -for the

put my finger on [t initlally. 1
wasn't happy with lhe ln(tnslty
Tevel.”
Glbson turned up lhc.v dcslre fire,
. She met up with Iler In'an art class
at Wayne State University and then
t—about-the-task—ol-Tindii I:!

turnover of members. “I couldn't -
» ham Seaholm commands attention .
with her resenant vocals and confi-’

areMmsy Gibson, vocalist; Leonard Mnllnr, gultarist; Mike DeMagglu, ba

‘I never lhought about what 1 do on
-stage. 1 just try to tell the story.’

— Missy Gibson

the oldest member clocks in at 23
Strange Bedfellows
resemble-a band on the inexperi-

enced end. -

At a recent show at “the Cross
Street Station in Ypsllanti, the,
Strange. Bedlellows were in iop

. form. The gig was hot and sweaty,
maklng for what is good about
rock'n’roll. .

Strange Bedfcllows didn’t mere-
ly follow the vibe, instead creating
It and stirring energy at will.

Miller’s unrelenting guitar buzz

descrves part. of the credit, But |

Gibson ts the focal point.
The 1986 graduate of Birming-

dent persona, -no doubt harking
back on her experience in the the-
ater at WSU. She uses all four cor-

ners of the s1agé to get the .'ludl .

enceinvolicd,

hump Inte you or walk around “*
hardly . you.

"1 nover thought about what T dn
on stage,” she said. 1 just try to
tell the story. That's really import-
ant for me for the.audience to
touch on what I'm singing about.”

Most of what Gibson sings abaut
are little stories, gleaned from her
social surroundings. Some can be
whimslcal, others quite poignant.

Three such tales are featured on
a demo tape the band has released,
Atready, Chrysalis has reportedly
checked out the band and other la.’
bels arce said to be interested as
well.

Strange Bedfcllows are working
a busy schedule, performing regu-
larly in both Detrolt and Ann Ar-
bar. The eventua) goal is to go on
the road.

All of which Is what Gibson
wants. She sald there is a serious-

JEFF SCHULTZ

Strange Bedfellows play on
through |ts ‘changing times’

who's somewhat a veteran at one
year, said Glbson is oot hard to
work with at all.

“It’s good to have a leader,” said

ller, 22, who attendeéd Berkshire _
Junlor High School In Birmingham ~
with Gibson. The two dldn't reallze
it untl recently. “I've been in other
bands where that wasn't Wbe case.
It's a good change to have someone
take charge.”

“She is very demanding," addcd
DeMaggio, 19, “but it's good' be-
cause It brings out the best in al) of
s

In the mutual admiration depart-
ment, Gibson sald her current band
mates need little motivation. All
three possess a limited amount of
experience, banking. Instead on en-
thusiasm. Miller, who lives in Can.
ton, played with an outfit called
Barbed Wire Playpen; while De-’
Maggio performed on bass .In a
couple of metal/slash bands. Her

" performed with a couple of bands -

in Cleveland, Ohio.

“I think it's added a lot really,”
Glbson said about her new Strange
Bedfcllows.

IN CONCERT

5, 8t Alvic’s, $756 Cas, scross Wayne
Pi will per- SBtate Unlversity, Detroit. For {nforma-
form Mmﬁy, Apﬂl l, ll Alvia's, $754 call 833-2235.
Cax, across Wayne State Universi--
ly,MdLF Information, call K33« PRt
C2ass . : . e

Nigbtea
perform m,, Ap-u s, at Rick’s Cal
11 Charck, Ann Arbor, Showtime Is 1

For (nformation, call 996-2747. The'

® RYTH
R McFeod will perfonn Moodsy,
l,nm-we.mmlma
orlnlarmum,uﬂmﬂﬂ ', swingls’ bioes band will perform
: Eaturday, Apeil 8, at Sally’s, 4758 Green-
Dearborn. For information, - call

Bi6-1920.

informatioa, call P9-8555. 80X
® CHisEL uoa. 218 N, Maln, Aon
Chisel Bros. will perform Toesdsy,  For laformation, call $94-3562.
" Apri) 2, at Alvin's, 5756 Cam, across i
. Wayne State University, Detrolt. For Io-
* formation, call 332.2358. ® BOOTSEY X

Bootsey X will perform with guests,
* """","Mﬁmy,.«wnl&uu.,
‘ 2930 Jacob, Hamtramck.
. _ Harabe will perform Tuesday and
Wednesday, April 3-4, at Fick's Cate, $11 . 000 31l 8756355,
Church, Azn Arboc. For information, call

962UT o mToPY
oo ) 17 will perform Saturday, April
STERS OF MER 6, at Salot Andrew's Hall, 431 E Con-
'gﬁm o.’::,,, ..ﬁv,ﬁ.,m wm, gress, Detrolt. For information, call 961
day, Apell 3, at Latin Quarter, 3047 B - MELT. . .
Grand, Detroit: Farln!muw.allrll- .
® FRED AND PATTI 8MITH AND

. . FRIENDS
® SAMPLES . mewmmwmmy

Arista recording artists, The Samples, Kaye, Jay Davghterty and Scott
will perform with the Hannibals Wedoes-  Morgan will perform Saturday, April 8, .

day,Apru) at the Blind Pig, 208 §. First, 8t Nectarine Ballroom, 510 E. Liberty,

Arbor. $5 at the door. For Informa- Arbor, Tickets are §7.30 in advance.
lom. Al 356.3555, ) . “For nformition, call 95-MUSIC.
. . mnwu‘r PUNK FEST
Difference will perform ALD wil] beadline the Midwest Punk
Aprﬂ 4, at Rick's Cafe, 811 a:mb. Am _Fest Saturday, Apeil 8, at Latin Quarter,
Asbor, For Information, call §96-3747. 3067 E Grand, Detrolt. Foc Information, -
call 73-3777.
® LUNACY -
Lutacy will perform with guests,
Trash Brats, Thursday, April 4, at Clod .gmﬂw‘m“uw
. !!eldelbw‘. 218 N. ARa A Rerr Saturday, Apell 6, at Bioodics,
Tickets are $3. For information, call 94 21139 W, Seven Mile, just east of Tele-
’5"» graph, Detroit. Por information, call 535
108
® BOR Yod

'c @ MAJESTY CHUBH
2 n.juzy cnnh will perform
in Diary; Satorday, Aprll
6 at hnnq'x Pub, 3965 Woodward, sear
Detrolt. For information,

perform 69 p.m. Thursday, Ne carer for call 831-8070.
the Ryth McFend show. .
® TERMINAL
. Terminal White p«iwm along
’;OOWEU with Scott Campbell and Jimmy Booes

Saturday, April 8, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass,
across Waype State Unlversity, Detroit.

ooptnakes will perform Thursday
and Friday, Apeil 45, at Sollys, 4753
Greenfleld, Dearborn. Pob Idformation,  For Informatioe, call 833-2388. |

® REPTRES
- Reptiles peri wi
Crown of Saturday, Aprl ¢, at
Club Exit, 20461 Jobn R, e
Road, Madison Heights. For information.
Sundig "‘" orm with i Sek 1590,
Dog Swing Friday, Apeil 5, at Fianey's
Pub, 3965 Woodward, pear

Detrolt. For Information, call $31-4070. o cpusger L saos.

Bros. will perform Satarday,

a_5COTT. axxD. Apeil &t Ricks Cate, 611 Church, Ao

new bassist and guitarist.

No less than 12 people were au-
ditioned on bass; 10 on gultar be-
fore Gibson scttled on DeMaggio
and Miller respectively.

INITIAL RESULTS have been
quite positive. The Strange Bedfel-
fows have virtually shed their
10,000 Manlac-ish pop sway and re-
placed il with a full-throttle, al-
“most psychedelic, swagger.

Despite thelr relatlve youth —

The blond-haired singer also
bears a remarkable p2ssion to her
lyrics, singing them as she dares
anyone 10 question thelr validity.

* They words are hers, of course.

"EVERY BAND riceds an excel-
lent front person,” said band gui-
tarist, Miller, 22, who is 1987 grad-
uate of Piymouth Canton. “She's it.
She knows how to work with the
audience. She makes us comfort-
able on stage. She’s not afraid 10

eIy thiy Strang
Bedfellows that was lacking in pre-
vious lineups.

With the severat membership
changes, one could wonder if Gib-
son is diflicult {0 work with. She
admits as such.

“THAT IS true in a band situa.
tion,” she said. “I don't think I'm a
—Tean‘person or anything I'm very ~
demanding. I sct high standards for

myself and the band.”

Band niembers concur. ller,

3
i—Phone-545-7660 for more info:

Strange Bedfellows
appearing wilh
Thirsty Fores!
Animals

Where:
The Vault nside Chester's
1-75 at 8 Ml

When:
Thursday, April 4

Scott Morgan Band will perform Fri-
day, Apti) 5, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First,
Ann Arbor, For Informaticn, call 9pe-

1555, ® GANGSTER FUN

Gangster Fun will perform with spe-
clal guests, Ward, Saturday, Aprl) 6, at
Club Heldelberg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor,

© MISSIONARY STEW
* Tickets are §4. For information, calt #94-
3562,

Missionary Stew will perform with

S
Figure Groand Friday, April 8, at Lili's,
intorma-

2930 Jacob, Hamtramck. For
- tion, call §75-6855. ~ - - .-

® PET 8HOP BOYS
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EVERYBODY’S
ANGEL
— Tanita Tikaram

Taglta Tikaram Is what you would *
call an cxperimental artist. So far,
she's” released three albums in a
short amount of time, “Ancient
Heart,” "“The Sweet Keeper'™ and

. now “Everybody's Angel.”

When her first album was re-
leased, she was heralded by a falr

“ amount of the critlcs as a bright new

artlst. So what did she do with her
next two relcascs? That's right. She
pretty much released the samg al-

-bum. The main thing that distin-

Euhhm her three records Ls that they
ave diffcrent titles.
Tikaram’s_main -problem js that
she bas a really bad valce. It's really
deep and reedy. It sounds llke she
has something caught In her throat.

- The effect It has on me Is simllar to

when I've OD'ed on coffee — sort of
headachy and irritated.

Her volee Ls OK for a few songs —
maybe a single every few years. But
a Whole album of her yolee is a bit
too much. -

In addition to the unplcasant tone
of her” voice, Tikaram also has a
very limited vocal range. I'd say it ts-
about three nates. This presents a
fcw problems when you're a singer.

To overcome her limited ability,
Tikaram pald a great deal of atten-
tion. to claborate arrangements.
Most of the songs she arranged her-
self, but on “Mud in Any Water™ she

-enlisted_Lhe help of lrritating: Jen-

nifer Warnes on harmony vocal ar:
rangements. Of course, that doesn't
help matiers.

Also beefed up are the instrumen-
tal backings. There are a bunch of

voice-enhancing  instruments  like
plenty of saxophones, a flugel horn,

trumpet and cven an entire string -

orchestra.

The cffect of all this elaborate
production rigmarale is not a case of
gilding the lily. When you can only”
sing three different notes, all the
horns In the world aren't going to
disguise that fact.

So, what we're left with is Ti.
karam plodding monotenously
through a bunch of well-arranged
songs. In. “Deilver Me,” Tikaram
sings, “Some times are hard, some
times they deag.” Drag is Hght.

— Jill Hamilton

THE FUTURE’'S
NOT WHAT IT
USED TO BE

— Rhythm Corps

Now the question can finally be
answered. Is this the release that

will put these homegrown rockers’

over the top?
Regarding the answer, let's put it

this way — Rhythm Corps and pro- -

ducer Ben Grosse have putled out all
the stops to ensure that the group
has its best musical foot forward. If
that alone doesn't do it. then maybe
landing a solid opening slot ongne,of
the higher visibility tours this sum-
mer will.

This follow-up to *Common
Ground” has. been more than two
years In the making, and it shows.
The music- Ls palished, with Greg
Apra’s chiming guitars backed by
the stalwart rhythm section of bas-
sist Davey Hombo and drymmer
Richie Lovsin. Michae) Persh's vo-
cals are as strong and emotional as
ever, and his lyrics edutlnue to pack
a substantial punch.

“Satellites,” (he initlal single,
sounded great during Michael and
Davey’s varlous acoustlc radlo per-
- farmances, bul the extra production
added io the flnished product really
doesn't add much. Not as radio-

friendly as “Satellites,” "The Right-

Thing" Is touted as the second single.

This appears to be an equally an- -

themic sequel (o the single “Com-

man Ground," the group's wost suc-
cessful track to thls polnt.

“The true gems on “The F\xtum
are songs that force the listener to
take notice. The tracks “Mather™
{about humanity's inhumanily and

¢ovironmental abuse), “Volce of
Reason™ (about race relations and
today's false prophets — with a bit
of self-parody throwh in), “Ivary
Tower"” {about finding yoursell) and
“Number Song"” {which defles expla-
nation) grab you by the ecars and
don’t let go umyl you've gotten the
message.

No one has ever accused (hls band
of not having something to say,
which could be a blessing and a
curse as they stand on the verge of
mainstream success.

~ Bob Sadler

Pet perform " off Gratiot For information,
April s%m 2118 Wnod'lni.be- call 7782150,
troit. Tickets are $20 in advance, For in- ‘
formatioa, call #9-MUSIC. ® THECOWS
The Cows will perform Sunday, Apeil 7,
© @ JD.LAM At Saint Andrew's Hall, 431 E Congress.

1D, leb will perform Friday, April  Detroit. For information, nll $81-MELT.

Rez will
perform
Thursday,
April 4 at the
Redlord
Theatre, 17360
Lahser,
Detroit.

CUTTING
EDGE

Here are 10 albums In beary totation oo
“The Cutting Edge” beard 7 pm. to 3
am. nightly oo CINX-FM 82.7.

Nm-ulhelvp—lomaw “Detroit

Music Scene,” is heard 45 pm.
'Sund.erD'l'Rl-‘MMl .

1 "Wml of Lhe Wel'ld." Dave Rave

l!nb;lkvlble‘ EMF

1.
" 4. “Cartooa Life,” Purk'the
e Puures L Raytha Corpe - B
3. "Out of Tume.” : ..Swsm.us“'“‘m " 0,""“"7
4.“Unreal World.’”htccunkn 7.“New Da: " The
* S “International.” Matertal Ieswe & “Serealt ’.’M"’"',"“'” "
¢, Tame Yoursell,” Raw Youth ¥, Who Cares.- Mega O Pour
7. Coming Down.” Daxle] Ask 10, “WiMd fox Her.” Jimmy Bowes
. 8 "They Ext Their Own," nqnnM

lsion Thing,” Strters of Mercy
10, "Kill Uncle,” Morrissey



