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P - . . When the spin and tum goes awry, the end result can resemble a wrestling move rather than a dance step for students in the Universlity o <
[ . R, . Michigan dance club. B . . . , -
By Joanne Sobczak ballroom danceat the Bloomfield Hills Ed- acters, a uiglht spot In Warren which “ap- ° An electrical contractor, Price used to  danced that night and hiad & balL P've been
spacial writer ucation Center and gives private lessons to pears” o be for dancers only. Jackson lists -~ prefer freeatyle dancing. A patron of Char- - coming ever since.” R
. 7. clients in Bloomfleld Hilis and- Groese : - in"hér newaletter. calendar  acters for five years, .he has bad three Even though the Hustle and Swing are -
y UZANNE PETTY HITS THE dance  Polnte, - o ‘  along with the Clawson Steak House in years of dance lnstruction. R predominant at the club (as they are In the .
floor &3 a new pop tune fills the Twenty percent of his students are'in Clay ‘Tremors {n Livonia and The Grot- “1 always wanted fo dance,” he sald. “In  natlonal dance scene), ‘the mutic varies, -

- ) room. The strobe light is flashing
- " while the floor pulsates, - - '

“Acid grodté gonna make your body
move. . . It'll take control of your mind
and make you move your behind . . .
Wiggle it, just a little bit.”

‘Yeah,” she admlts, “I lke to wiggle It a
little bit.” -

1a

room dan
* Petty belleves guys like to “wiggle-it, :1“11"3 ballroom darnice elasses {0 thelr cur-
toor cu f

But when (e idea of using ballroom
dance steps to this song is mentioned to the
23-yéar-old radlo receptionist, her first
thoughts aro of Fred Astalre and Glnger
Rogers,

rel
sh

elr own way.” Lo
“1 think it (ballroom dance) is beautiful,”

“Dance Letter,” a newsletter that elrcy-

. clal dancer.”. Her_gxpertiss In in-
Yes, ballroom dancers wiggle it, but “in - Hustle, an Amerlﬁbull:oem dance
y acterized by spins and Latln hip motion,

Juckson,  editor and publisher of CUSTOMERS RAVE that Characters Is
unique and is patronized by ballroom dane.
€rs 25 years and up from throughout the
metropolitan area. You don't go to this club
to date, overinduige in alcohol or start a

+ brawl. You coma to sirut your stuff,

Gayle Grenadier of Southfleld doesn't
date anybody at present. Her soclakife fs—
characters,

tes to more than 1,000 metro area ball.
ice fans, has found universities

“Students tell me they’re using dance to
tleve stress and as a form of exercise,”
e sald.

Jackson classifies herself as “serious so- “Thia place is where a alngle person can -
Street. . come and be with other dance-minded peo-
char-  ple, dance their heart out and then g0 home

without having the hassle of golng {0 a bar
and having guys hit on you,” she sajd. “Oc-

their late 203 to early 30s although the av-- o In Ann Arbor, Other lpcations include  the last few years, I've learned a number of - glving _ewvs

- érage. age Is. about. 50,.he sald. He'gets .. studios and halls whers you can move your—dlfforent dances and I enjoy 1t 'when I'get  whatever is
young couples who either are.getting mar-  feet to the music. . o OR the floor. It takes your mind ‘off your
rled or just got married. . outside life, your work llfe and the siress

problems.’ .

Donna Perkins came with a group of peo-
ple she already was acquainted with from
another singles bar. They told her, “If you
Hke precision dancing, you're golng to real-
ly enjoy yourself.”

; Perkins was Introduced to Price that
-ernin—ond he remalns one of her current

. parwers “In dance only.”

. “The people here are friendly to'me,"
2ald Perkins, ‘a Jegal secretary with five
months of group lessons under her belt. ¥

“ interested in a. subscription to Dance

glving _everybody_a. chance 10 - praciice

their preference in byllroom

Regardless of the choice, no one ot Char-
acters’ dance floor, which can accomme- R
date as many as 90 couples, does freestyje -
— It's “hands on" your partoer,

“I like it because it's an art,” Perkins -
added. “I like dancing where .you need
rhyme or reason.”

- Individuals interested in the group
lessons at Characters Nite Club can call
978-2671 for more information, Dancers

Letter can call Carol Jackson at 652
2688. .

One can se¢ her experience as she moves
across the dance floor, .

"I THINK ballroom dance Is golng to be-

- Petty said. “But I'd rather do frecstyle. I
lke to do my own thing. But I'd give it a
shot.” -

Freestyle Is a term for danclng without

bolding your partner or even needing one.

Dance {nstructor Frankle Gel calls it “spas-

.. !

“Dance is at the bottom of the barrei for

casionally, some strays who don't dance . }
come In and do the things males usually - .
do* .

Grenadler, a substitute teacher In Fern-
dale, took group :lessons offered at
Charters, (At least elght different classes
take place at the club weekly.) The classes
were ‘$3 per one-hour session. She now

come as popular 23 It was in Its beyday (the
late ‘30s to early “703) with more exclle-
ment and athletics,” she sald. In fact, the
Rochester resident’ bopes that Detroft witl
recapture Its carly 1940s title of “Dance
those under 20,” sald Ge), a retired Arthur- Capital” . « takey private instructlon I her home at $30
Murray Instructor sald. "There Is an inter- You can get Instruction for as little as $1  anhour, . )
est in listening to music but not in dancing - an hour or $35 for seven lessons at some of “ ‘has 'to be 2n element now,”
{0 it And If they are interested in It they the clubs listed in Jackson's publication,  sald Grenadier about any fulure men in her
do freestyle.” \ Private lessons, bowever, begin at $25 an * Ufe. “If he doesa't dance, I strongly suggest
. . bour, : R . he take lessons.” T
GEL RECALLS his youth when there “First, you have to petfect the basic Are those dance floor worshippers smug -
wasn't leleviston and young people didn't steps and then there Is technique and styl-  and cliquish at spots Nke Characters?
have thelr own cars. )

* Ing" she s3id. “Anyone who can walk, can .
“We had the Graystone Ballroom In Do~ dance. Now not gl are golng to start in the NOT EXACTLY, according to regula
trolt and Eastwood Gardens," be sal sam it~ ot P OUcan set Tool past the en-
ust  ed you are and determine how fast you'll be Lnneebn(expecttobenbletouult.l!you

able to achleve the level of dance that you ~ want to have a good time.

. will be confident with.” B { If anything, people are intiml-
dated by themnselves because they can't do
this type f dancing : . . they limit them.

As Gel sees It, “you weren't born danc-
Ing. The more you dance with different o
8. selves,” he sald. “They don’t face that fssue
and learn to dance.”

inlleu of the
Big Band, Vern
Fath plays disc
Jockey, getting .

box" to play
the right tune
of the right CD.

Disco started popping up after Johs Tra-
volla’s dances scenes In “Saturday Night
Fever." That Incited baliroom dance's revi-
val, according 1o Gel, who teaches adult

people; the better you bocom .
Both dancers frequent places lke Char-

Dancing away school daze

‘“l:hem has been a gradual ellmb In [n-

By Joanine 8obczak While the Swing, Cha-Cha and Lamba-
special writer da are the'group’s favorites, other dances  terest In ballroom dance the last 15
T taught include the Rumba, Fox Trot, years,” the Livonia resident said. “It hay
Students may now be able to waltz Mambo, Samba, Polka and Waltz. pinnacled today with What seems to be a
their-way through college. {ever for It .
CRAIG ROYS and Helen Naum dldn't | .
Ken Powell, a professor of aerospace meet dancing but they did form a¥abu-  ROYS AND Naurh prove that point.

engineering at the Unlversity of Michi-
§an along with six other staff and faculty
members created the U-M Ballroom
+ Dance Club last fall. . .
“We wanted 1o get young people danc- -
ing and provide a place where students
can dance cheaply without having to
“bring a partner,” Pawell sald.
The first meeting of the club attracted
more than 60 people of all ages and
dance Jevels. .

“We had a lot of fun every week * Roys

* said. "We llked the Tango, but we also

had ‘fun with the Swing and the Fox
Trot.™

lous (dcgdshlp first talking about It,

Roys, a junlor at Oakland University,
sald he probably wouldn't have comid-
ered dance lessons, Hf Naum, a recent OU
grad, had asked him to be her partoer,
Naum and Royz enrolled in a ballroom
dance course offered at OU,

Jack Henley and his wife — an assist-
. ant dance instructor — last semester
M tanght dancing to a class'of 45 — mix of
‘The club meets Sunday evenlngs at the mostly studentz as well as faculty and
Ceatral Campus Recreation Bulldling for guests, “.

ona hour of professional Instruction, fol-
lowed by an additional hour of general
dancing. A $1 fee is charged for attending
each class, but there is no membershlp

While U-M and OU are glving their stu-
dents an oppartunity to mave to the mu-
sic, Eastern Michigan University Ball-
room Dance Club holds dances oa Tues-
day cvenings In the McKenny Union
Ballroom. There's no cover charge, but
parking is §2. Music is by DJ Dorlan
Deaver includes top 40, Latin and ball-
room.

More information on (be dance classes
“People who' like danclng show_the can be obtained by caliing OU and U-D,

and Amerl-  For information on the U-M Ballroom
Club, call 638-2491. Or call 4874838 for

of
can cultore said the retired Arthur

fees. +- Murray instructor, wnm:ummmmmm club,
. = N ) ‘ 1] ' , L3 :
Characters ‘swings’ to the music
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Larry X a 3]-year-old former Ar-’
B |

“Because 1 have Larry In my clesses
wlmnn,mgnpmlbemalapomo(

sic steps in whatever darce they were in-
Gavin Wilson saya he did what typical  tercsted in fearning,” she sald, -
males do in bars — bit on the women,

Now, instead he “hustles” them, thanks , WOMT teaches one-hour weekly
" o dance instructor

classes
at.Characters Nightelob in Warren (979«

Mary Woltt. " 2671). The cost is $3 for seven classes. - VIC™ 00 thelr stepa(” she said. -
Orrthe dance floor, Wollf, a former Ar-  She started there S% years ago with just pr::]si:d!i:n‘?;:nmah" that the club
» thur Murray dance teacher, exerts confl- & dozen people. Her current enrollment & 18 00e of the saly places

-has grown to 25¢ stodents and is divided
up among seven classes -~ beginners to |
advance.

Shehmhuwwm;:dmol‘

" " dence in berself and instills It in her stu-
dents. i

“1 take people who don't know thelr
.left foot from their right and who never -

U-M dance instructor Ken Powell explains the intricacios of move with the help
of co-instructor Sanne Krum me}.

.

that you can come to where the masic,
played is compatible with the dances you -
are learning In the classes,” she said. -
“Thix i5 whero the dancers hang out ™




