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,Courts out
of jurisdiction
on this issue

!‘I“S.I'USI‘AI-‘EWweeksunul .

p-nduaum time, and already the

pews pushers are starting to bom-
bard us with stories abant gradu-
-ation activitfes and their related
dangers.

This year a new conuovcny
has emerged. IU's prayer. Prayer
_at public school graduation cere-
monles. Court cases on the issue

. are pending in states from Michi.
t‘m to Utah, from Idaho to Rhode

.. Last month the US, Supreme
~ Court agreed.to hear the Rhode

. Island case, which started [n 1989

when a couple filed suit against
“the Providence School Board af-
ter It refused to cancel a prayer
scheduled as part of the gradua-
tion ceremonles for Nathan Blsh-
op Middle Schoo).

The sult, which the couple won
In federal court and in a federal
appeals court, contends that the
doctrine of “upnrnllon of chuch
and state” mesns prayer should
be prohiblted at publle school
graduations. So school districts
all over the natlen are keeping an
eyeonit.

NO MATTER which way the
court rules — and no matter how
forcefu) or how vague the opinlon
~— somebody [s nat golng to be
satisfled. It's always that way.
But some of the behind-the-scenes
arguments are downright stily.

Some argue that a short prayer
Is all thl as long as it's “non-
sectarian.” That, of course, leads
lawyers“to lp-:cul'éle on what la
scctarian and what lsn't. A prayer

to “Jesus Christ, they pretty .

much agree, would be sectarian
and probably so would one dlrect-
ed to “Our Heavenly Fatser.”
Some even worry that using the

term “God™ In a prayer would be *

(0o sectarian to be legal.
* That kind of thinking caused

the superintendent of a school dis- -
trict In Idaho, which has such a -

sult pending against it, to worry
that "If this kecps going like some
people want It to, pretty soon
we'll have (o address our prayers
to ‘To Whom it May Concern' and
end with 'Sincerely Yours.' ™

IT OCCURRED to me
that the courts are always a little
bit out of their jurisdiction when
they decide on the legallty or ille-
gality of religious- prncw:%. 13

“ud Gladden |

from our readers

Goodjob‘ by
Hills'cops

To the editor:

On bebalf of PAALs (Patlent Ad-
vocates and Liatsons), a group of
men and women whose purpose is to
protect paticols who have appoint-
ments at women's health -centers
from harassment, 1 want to com-

mend the Farmliogton Hilla Police .

for the outstanding job they did on

Saturday at Women's Center on Ore-

bard Lake Road.

Not only did they prevent violence
and anti-abortion rights groups from
blockading the entrance, they also
made sure that every woman who
had a; got into the clin-

there IS a higher authority than
the U.S. Supreme Court, then. . ,
You know what I mean?

Eventually the court, the high-
est authorily in the land, will
haveto address' the underlylng
question behind this ‘whole de-
bate: Is there a God? A deflnitive
Supreme Court ruling on that
question would put an end to most
of these litiguous. confrontations
and would save taxpayers a lot of
money in court costs.

1f the court ruled that there is
no God, then all of the assoclated
questions would be moot. How
can you allow prayer in schools if
there's nothing to pray to? What's
the point of putting up religlous
symbols honoring something that
doesn't exist?

Of course, if the court ruled
that there is a God, then other
questions would have to be ad-
dressed. Whose God is He? Or
She?

What about organized relig-
lons? If the court ruled that there
Is a God, what religlon does He or

She represent? Christian, Jewish, -

Moslem, Hindu, Buddhist, some-
thing else? If the Christian God
theory prevailed, which denomi-
nailon does He or She represent?
{My bet is they'd go for Episco-
palian, but that's just a bunch.)

The court would have o read-
dress the question of church and
state. How does God feel about
scparating them? Maybe He (or
She) doesn't want them _separat-
al

NOW YOU MAY think I'm
being sacrilegious, but I'm not.
It's just that virtually every tﬁ

D 2pp
Ie without being harassed.
In contrast Novi pollce on Sater-

 day allowed antl-abortion Fights per-

sons to physically blockade access to

- a doctor’s office and made no effort

to stop so-called sidewalk counselors
frvm hurllng verhal abuse at pa-
tien

mm nxlln, Farmington Hills

police.
Marian McCracken,
Farmington

It's Spring
at long last

To the editor:
What is it about springtime that
hﬂng: song to the hearts of _most of

- la it the birds' “chirp, chlrp,
chirp?” Is it the cordlal, fricndly
wind blowing through our hair?
Maybe the sun's Vitamin D deserves
the credit. Whatever the cause, the
effect s usually positive. Very posi-
tive.

Who doesa't Jove that first 70 de-
gree day, when that heavy winter

. Jacket can be left in the car? When

you can throw on a palr of shorts,
and drive around towns with win-
dows down, letting each and every
motorist know your taste in musle.

And if they don't like Glorla Es-
téfan, who cares! You will probably
never see them again anyway.

Who cares? That’s a common
springtime attitude. An “I'll do my
thing, you do your thing” attitude. A
"'s0 what's It to you" attitude. An “I
wish I'd feel this way in January”

attitude. It's not an attitude pmb-
lu; It's just an attitude. 12 a time of
‘or many, springtime iz a of
ne!mluuent. It's a time to forgive
friends, family, and ourselves of
mino; which

After all, what could be 50 ear-
thshakingly major that you should
bold a life-long grudge? (Besides
your mother-in4aw’s malicious in-
sults!).

LET IT go. Forget about it
Wouldn't you rather be planting tu-
lips with that person, than analyzing
the situation over and ‘over and
over?

For others, springtime Is when
those long-forgotten New Year's re-
solutions are remembered. When we
reallze [t's time to try on new blikinis
is when we really remember Resalu-
uon No. 1. Diet.

‘Those Incredible Mrs. Fields' dou-
-ble hocolate chlp cookies now spell
‘double trouble. Especially to our
hips. Then we remember the “ex-
ercise” resolution.

After months of impatlently walt-
ing for springtime, it is finally here.
No more scraping the ice off of the
windshield. No more waiting for the

electric blanket to get hot. It's final-

1y bere.

Live each day to the maximum.
Relish each and every moment. Be
»with the peaple whose company you
enjoy. Take a moonllt walk l]onx the

bcach What could beat thal
muh L Liebow,
Farmiogton Hills

Reader raps
Edison over
tree trlmmlng

To the edltor; *

Your recent article regarding Edl-
son's tree-trimming really struck a
tender apot,

1 Hved In the Old Homestead sub-
diviston for 17 years and every ather
year Detroit Edlson crews came
onto our property to Lrim trees,

When they {irst requested permis-
slon to trim, I gave it automatically,
but it became evident after just a
few years that they ware either us-
Ing Incompetent .tree trimmers or
they were purposely trying to kil
the trees. I suspect the latter, as the

trees they trimmed looked very
:nuch Like your before-and- dur ple:
ures.

In recent yeal's I have not signed
their notifications bat they continue
to butcher Lhe trees — always when
Tam away from home.

For some years I have felt the
urge to start a “cut down telephone
poles, not trees” campalgn. -

William T, Smith,
Fi Hlls.

of positive inter-ethnic relations in
this country and elsewhere. The in-
disputable fact is that a small per-
centage of the population in all cous-
tries occupied by Nazi Germany was
engaged in anti-Jewlsh activities.
We unequivocally condemn ‘thelr

- acts, but at the same time believe

that thelr criminal conduct does not
Justify brandifg an entire natlon or

ethnle community as anti-Semltlc, .

The of tbe criminel in

Let’s elect
a woman
as president

To the edltor;

It is.time to-think ahead. Let us
assume that the Bush-man willhave
the aftermath of the war in the Gulf
calmed, If not solved, so that he will
be able to orchestrate his 1992 re-
electlon without forelgn problems.

Thus we can think about where
Bush might find his next little war in
1993,

There was withln Reagan (remem-
ber Grenada?), and there surely is
within Bush'(remember Panama?)
an ego need for, and falfilimerg in,
the awful buslness of war,

‘The high ride in the saddle, so im-

* portant to Reagan, ls also important
to Bush. Wars usually do not just.

happen. Men create them.
Women of the US., elect a woman
as pn:idem.

Farmlngton

Uniting
to protest

‘prejudice

To the editor:

The program “Gabriel's Fire"
aired by the American Broadcasting
Co. March 7, offended and angered
the Ukralnian commuaity. The story
implied that the Ukraintans.were re-
sponsible for the destruction of the
six mitllon Jews [n the Holocaust.

We {ind these allegatlons histori-
cally inaceurate, prejudiclal and

LeeS. Peel,

this story as Ukrainlan subconsclous-
Iy influences a viewer to transfer the
guilt from a fictltious character in a
make-believe situation to the real
existing community from which he
supposedly came.

We, the members of the Jewish.,
Polish-, and -Ukralnian-Amerlean

Council of Mettopolitan Detroit, rec-

ognize the palnful history our three
groups experienced In Eastern Eu-
rope and have unlted to work for a
reconciliation among oursclves so
that the destructive events of the
past will not repeat themselves. OQur
sense of justice is offended whea a
prefudicial portrayal of Ukrainians
or any other ethnlc group is prw.i:l
ed.

We ask and expect that futare
Holocaust themes be expressed with
histarleal accuracy and be free of fn-
flammatory statements or deplc-
tons. In respect to the victims of the
Holocaust and the many Polish,
Ukralnian and other non-Jewlsh vic-
tims of Nazi tyranny, and in recogni-
tion of those who heroically eng-
dangered their own lives to save oth-
ers, we all owe this subject matter
responsibzr.- and sepsitive treatment.

Irene Sobe!,

American Jewish Committee-
Katlmlerz Olefrrcsyk,

Polish American Congress
Michale J. Berezowsky,

Ukrn!nlnn American Coordlnating
Councii

Opinions are
to be shared

25 {0 “wave thenr. \m\
Leers stould be mated o

the  ecitor

Qoserver,

counter productive to the p

g the
tween church and state is as com-
plex, as unanswerable, as the fun-
damental questlon behind the
whole tssue.

Jack Gladden is a copy edi-

tor at the Observer & Eccen--

tric Newspapers. He lives in

. Canton Township.

thealogy.

- Want to leam ? Youa

Theywere all ceeply infiuenced by

WHAT DO
HELEN KELLER AND
JOHRNNY APPLESEED
HAVE IN COMMON?

OrRalphWaldo Emerscn, £cgar Atlan Peel William Blake, Carl Jung, Robert
Frost and Van Moirison 1o name a few?

Emanvel Swedznborg's philcsophy and

-2 inwited 10 a four-part series enlitled, “LIFE

American Country Classics
At Their Best!

{RITA "

NOW SAVE 30%

On Famous S. Bent
Dining Rooms

QUESTIONS", wedenborg's iceas in 2 context of
openness and ¢! gazh persons individual viens. Topics will
include. *\¥haam 2", “Where am [ going?”, “Is therea God?”, and “is the
universe friendly?” Ycu can join with cthers in coking at these questions
without worrylng abaut pressuse to think any one way or ta joln
any organization.

will leek at

it you love that country casual look, this inviting aiaing room
will delight your eye and your budaet Fime cralismanship
offers beauty, avtherihc design detas, superb qualty and great
valuo -~ all exprassod in the knest solg Amengan hardwooss —
and backed by vnique 10 year wartanty. Truly dream dining
rooms — nght naw at undreamed ol savings! Come 0 today!

The list sess
continue for ihe
avallable Cestus
session. Alf proz

Cheldcare is
opttanal denation or nan-parishable foods pes
ds will G210 the Caklard Ceurty Feod Bank

Oval Table 38" x 567 - -
ot QRENS 1080 3D R ICTULE e T ],
2 Pngeonhore Atm Chairs
2 Pigeonhole Side Chairs

‘Reg. $2455 Sale $1 699

crgianCherchagdG
Fricay 10 register

Sponsoredbyine Ra; #0a4 S
546-7583 9am. - Spm. hicn
. Wednesday, Aprit 10,1991

Register deadline

So good lnol(mg. you II want to wear

Timberland’s weathe
rain or shine.

Out tacilitalor will be Rev Steve Pulis who! ear come

serves both as a parish minister 2ad local
. hospital chaplain

Butlet & China 44° W

: 1 Reg. $3268 Sale $2279

GRAHAMKQ,GUNN
Stewait Gl

Somerset Mall
Of Bloomfield Hlils

K48 Wear Big Beaver Ruad, Troy -
2600 N. WOODWARD -
ST SOUTH OF SQUARE LAXE RD
FINE FURVITURE SACE 1917

The Royal Oax Swedenborgian Church
and Growth Center is focated on Ihe corner
of W. Fourh and S. Pleasant Streets (2
blocks south of 11 Mile and 3 blocks east
of Woodward Avesue)

call 546-7583

332-8348
OPEN MON -THURS  FRI TLL D P W
TUES. WED. SAT. TR 533 P ML




