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off and
running

By Steve Kowalski
and Darren Nichols
siaff writers

One of the team strengths Farm-
ington Hills Mercy softball coach Su-
zanne Brown talks about might also
be considered a weakness.

Let Brown explain:

“My outfielders (Jennlfer Banish,
Kathicen Berrigan and Kathy Mist-
eravich) are very fast; all three are
slap hitters who do great things on
the bese paths,” sald Brown, the
sixth-year coach. "But a major prob-
lem with them Is they're 80 fast, they
run {ato each other in the outfield.”

If they can avold such colllsions,
look [or Lhe Marlins’ outfield to be a
steadying force as the team tries to
improve on last year’s disappolnting
16-18 record. The 1990 team was the
first to finish below .500 under
Brown's guidance. .

‘The .Marllns, who were 8-4 and *

third In the Catholic League'a Cen-
tral Divislon, lost to eventual Class
A runner-up Livenla Frankiln in the
Class A district flnal.

Qutfielders Amy Miller and Jeany
.Shalla were the only senlors playing
last year for the Marlins, and Brown
believes thal's why the team strug-
gled overall, .

“We dldn’t have a real deminant
upperclass and lacked leadershlp,”
Brown safd. “To be honest, I thought
we'd have a winning scason, but we'd
have double-beaders where * we'd
mercy & team, then they'd come
back in the second game and beat us.
We couldn't make a closure.'We bad
a scrimmage last Tucsday (agalnst
Novi) and I bad high hopes before
then, but they're a lot higher now.

“Things we didn't accomplish last
year and lost games on are taken
care of. If things go as planned, we
can be pretty tough.” .

Mercy figures to be.solid on the
mound where senlor pltcher Mau-
reen Paulin returns after turning in
an 11-11 record a year ago. Pushing
Paulin for time will be Krista Miller,
2 sophomore who was 5-7 as a fresh-

.man. Paulin also is the Marlins'
third batter. )

“‘Maurcen will be my No, i, but
Mliler will throw -in some second
games of double-headers,” Brown
sald. “I'm very pleased with what
Maurcen has done. She's not a natu-

. (batting over .300 a year ago), and
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Maureen Paulin ‘was Mercy’s main pitcher last year and will

have that role-again in 1891,

ral pltcher but has learned and is
very dedlcated. She's always work-
Ing on it.

“She has a very strong bat, toa

when she's not pltchlrg, she can play
anywhere™
Catching for Mercy wlill be sealor

“"Kim Relchard, who batted around

.250 a year ago and “either smacks it
out of the ballpark or not hit It at
all,” Brown sald. “But I think she's
really worked on It and I am real
pleased with her behind the plate.
She has a strong arm and calls all
the pitches and pick-offs. She knows
whal's golng on.”

First base wlll be shared by junior
left-handed batter Marcy Eastman
and senjor Colleen Nowickl, who
played third base Jast year. The soc-
ond base positlon also will be split

——nifer Lydonand catchér Eve Claar™

Farmi tr
for the Falcons.

Sever will atart at second base

Adray League out of

By Brad Emons
stalf writer

ance dealer who has aponsored a
sandlot baseball league for college-

- age glayers for more than three dec-

ades, has pulled the plug.

The Detrolt Adray Bascball
League, which has produced pearty
100 major league players Including
Wayne Memorial High's Pat Sherl-
dan and Livonla Franklin's Bernle
Carbo, wiil cease operations Imme-
diately.

It I3 too early to tell bow the decl-
sion will affect the rival Livonia Col-
leglate Bascball League, which be-
gins its scason May 26.

NEW NATIONAL Colleglate Alh-
letic Assoclation regulations, effec-
tive Aug. 1, put severe restrictions
on Adray's franchise league, Adray
sald, The franchlse league is a mom-

.~

between senlor Maura Pheney and
junlor Andrea Thibedeau, .

The Marllns appear to be set for
quite sometime at shortstop with
sophemore Katle Heffernan return-
Ing to bat sccond in the lincup after
hitting above .300 2 year ago. Third

base Is anchored by Angcla Mas- .

trolonnl, who will also lend support’
-on the mound if needed, Brown said.

Key resepves inciude junior catch.

er Cindy Knuth and junlor sutfielder

Carrie Quint.
“We have people who can really
hit the ball and get on base," Brown
said.

NORTH FARMINGTON
1#alf of the 16 varsily players are

returning veterans, which Includes
the all-senlor battery of pitcher Jen-

Lydon, a tri-captain along with
senjor Terri Gruca and Dana
Botwick, was the No, 1 pltcher last
year and also doubles as 2 depend-

able hitter, batting tn the clean-up
positlon.
~ She was 9-5 with a 1.58 carned rua
average, and she had 58 strikeouts
and 35 walks In §3 Innings. Lydon
alsa hit .297.

Claar was an all-stater In basket-
ball and signed to play for Central
Michigan Unlversity, but she could
have a future tn seftball, too.

“T always felt, If Eve wanted to,
she could make It in college in soft.
ball," North coach Dave Brubaker
said. R

“She’s a natural at catcher, She
has a great arm and hits for power.
She drives the ball and plays good D.
I'mlooking forward to a blg ycar
from Eve, not only defensively but
at the plate as well.”

Gruea, who had only four ervors
last season,” will play second base
again. She Improved her hitting, ac-

" cording to Brubaker, and will hit in

the No. 3 position. . .

Ploase tusn to Page d
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Adray Sound (U.M), Adray Phato
{EMU), Adray Sound and Dearborn
Vacuum (WSU) and Adray Appli

baseball
ber of the All-American Amateur
Baseball Association based In Johns-
town, Pa, (site of the annual AAABA
tourney).

The new NCAA rutlng atfects col-
lege coaches and players from the
University of Michigan, Eastern
Michigan, Wayne State and the Uni-
yerslty of Detrolt Mercy,

Coaches from these achools wlll
not be able 1o work with mare than
three of thelr own players during the
summer lcague scason. (The league
normally attracts top high schoal
senlors and college woderclassmen
ages 20 and younger.)

‘The- Detrolt League consisted of
teams and players made up primari- -
Iy from  area “colleges Including

=D METEy):

MIKE ADRAY also clted the dete-
rioration of interest in sandlot base-
ball and the lack of appreciation by
big leaguers toward his sponsorship
of the league for folding his tent.

“The NCAA -came up with a rule
that made It difficult to continue the
college teams we've had In the past.
‘They've made it tough to operate.

“We were all set to go (In June),
but when the NCAA rule came dawn,
1 sald to myself, ‘It doesn’t make

e

1 decided, ‘why spend the mon-
cy? 1'd be spinning my wheels, and
the turnouts bad been disappointing.
People just don't go out and watch
the games anymore so I threw In the
towel after 20 years.”

Ploase turn to Page 3

Miller makes

move in new league

By Dan O'Meara
statt writer

John Miller 13 playing football
again and enjoying it.

The former Farmington Hills Har-
tison and Michigan State University
star has also answered his critics,
letting his performance for the Blr-
mingham Fire of the new World
League of American Foothall do his
talking. -

Mlller’s $9-yard interception re-
turn for a touchdown Saturday night
broke a 10-10 tie and esabled the
Fire to defeat the visiting Sacramen-
ta Surge 17-10. .

Miller, who spent the 1989 season
with the Detroit Lions but cut at
the ¢nd of tralning camp W is
bappy to be where he s following a
tenuous relatlonship with the Lions.

“That didn't work out and, In a
way, I'm glad it dldn't,” he 2ald, “be-
cause I got an opportunity to come
down here and play agatn.

“I'd practice hard all week {with
the Lions) but wouldn't get a chance
to go out and show what I could do.
It was tough because I was only on
the special teams. Now that I'm
starting again, JU's brought the fun
back Into football.

While he was with the Lions, Mil-
ler's speed was supposedly a ques-
Uon mark, but his interception re-
turn —-a record, to be sure, in the
fledgling league — was a way of re-
sponding to any doubters.

“That never bothered me," he
said. “I never questioned my speed.
That was always something In the
minds of other people. 1 think I play
Taster on the fleld than I run a 40 for
the scouts, .

“In ‘my four years at Michlgan °.

State, I covered Andre Rison every
day In practite. Some of these guyn
whao come out are supposed to be all-
world but aren't half as good as him,

make my job casier today.’
Furihermore, Miller is playing a
relatively new position with the Fire
~ [Irce salety, a position that pre-
sumably requires more speed.

' By Steve Kowalsk| .
stalf writer

‘Those (recelvers at MSU) helped to - g,
. * making use of that abllity at f

John Miller
former Harrison gridder

For much of his career, Miller has
played strong safety, He played free
safety for only a brief time at MSU
when be was peeded to cover for an
injured teammate,

“Actually, 1 think of myself as a
strong safety,” he said. “Thls i real-
ly the only Ume I've gone full time
at free salety. I've been watching
film of Steve Atwater of the Deaver
Broncos and getting hints to sce haw
he plays it. It will take time to adjust
but I'm making the adjustment slow-
ly and surely.

“At.strong safety, there's more

room “for error: If you come up on
the run, you're nol going to hurt the
team as much. As a free safety,
you're the last linc of defense. You
bave to make sure it's a run before
you come up,
“It's more of a coverage position
than strong safety. You have to be
aware of what everyone on the field
is dolng."”

Miller, always known for his hard
hitting and tenaclous tackling, is

salety, too,

He was named Blrmingham's
most valuable player on defense af-
ter the Sacramento game, ln which

1f ‘and when Chris Sarsfleld beglns packing his bags to head for England,
“Hell reémember to leave the suntan loton at home in Farmington Hills:

The Lordon Youth American Football League, located in Chinham-Hamp-
shire, England, is scarching for a young American to teach American foot-
ball toits players, and Sarsfleld is one of three {lnalists nationwlide.

Sarsfield, a 1990 Farmington Hllls Harrison graduate, expects to hear
before April 15 If he's the one chosen to take the three-month, all-expenses
paid trip. Although he's never been overscas, Sarstleld knows what (o expect,

“A bunch of my friends from school have been there and they said it would

* be a lot cooler and sald not to worry about getting & tan there,” said Sars-

field, a at the U
life or anything.”

y of ¥

“I'd llke to go but it’s not my

WITH THREE European teams, Including one in London, England, award-
ed franchises in the new World League of footbal), education on the sport is
important, If he gets selected, Sarsfield witl teach the sport at the beginner

level (showing stances and basic technlques) to high-school aged kids, he said.

Ploase turn to Pogo 4

be also made 10 solo tackles, assist-
ed on another, knocked down a pass
and recovered a fumble. - - .

Miller s averaging seven tackles
in two games for the Flre, which is
1-1 after Josing its first game to the
Montreal Machine. .

“L still feel I'm a good run-support
player,” be said. “I'm using my.
knowledge as a strong safety to help
out as a [ree safety.” .

The 24-year-old Miller, who
played at Harrison from 1981-84 and:
State from 1985-23, was married in
June and was reluctant to pack his’
bags 50 scon and move to Alabams
for another try at professional foot-
ball. Miller wlll live In Birmingham
until at least the end of the regular,
season (May 25), but his wife, Julle;
who remained in Michigan, gave ber
blessing to the venture. B

“She didn‘t know anything about
the new league,” Mlller sald. “When
1 was invited to apply I sald I wasn't
golng to play, and that was out of
respect for ber.

. “But her father called and asked
ber It I was going to play In this new
league. She came to me ask
why [ wasn't. I said [ dido’t think it
was falr affer we just got married,
She sald “That's -sllly because you .
know you'll bé miserable If you don't
try.” So she really was the one wha
forced me Into it and got me excited
about it.”

Miller has made an immedlate im-
pact In the league, with hls intercep-
tion return being' the crownlng - -
achlevement thus far. -

The decislve play occurred with
slx seconds left In the third quarter
with the Surge facing second-and-six
at the Birmiagham 17-yard line and
driving for the go-ahead TD them-
selves.
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“Sarsfield to teach English?

_.Chris Saraficid

would-be English teacher
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