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~The feds did it — _-— and auto makers got the blame

Thlre

There was a scene i the macabre
classle “Catch 22" when the hero
confronts a guy who just murdered a
woman by throwiog her out a win-
dow. When the pollce crash into the
seens, of course they immedlately
arrut the bero and let the bad guy

Somehow 1 got that feeling watch-
ing a recent “Prime Time Llve”
show about how many automotlve
scat belt systems bave been redes
signed to become less effective in
real-world use than the old-fash-
lened, manual, three-point belt sys-
tem.

I've written more than a few col-
umns on the subject, pointing a hope-
ful finger at the screwy US. safety
regulations and pollcies that led aote
companles to engineer these sys-
tems, under protest.

Now comes Diane Sawyer, repre-
-senting the blg-time media Investi-
gative type, crashing . through the
door, and takes . . . you guessed it

domestlc auw to

msk for doing what Joan Clay
d Ralph Nader, among ou:em lnA
L!ted that they do.

AT THE HEART of the Issue Is the
notlon of a so-called “passive re-
straint,” the buzzword -invented by
safety advocates who Insist that a
seat belt that operates, more or less,
without any thought or action on the
part of the driver or his pawsenger ls
statistically superfor to a belt sys-
tem that provides superior protec-
tion but (horrors!) has to be buckled
by the user.

The “passive restraint” advocates
can usually be recognized by the wa;
thelr pants have a habit of dropping
to the floor, unless, of course, some-
‘onc assists them in buckling up, But
Tdigress.

It took one of the most remark-
able feats of engineering In the atito
buslness to develop a {ully workable,
extremely effectlve three-polnt beit
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system and a car structure (o with-
stand a 30-mph lmpacl — about the
limit of most car's crashworthlness
!odny But superlor

there Is too much stack. Another un-
fortunate response from auto engi-
\neers was lodayl xllly networks of

wasn't enough for alivocates of. the
“passive” philosophy, mainly
espoused by former head of the Na-

Y ° tlonal Highway Traffic Safety ad-

ministratlon, Joan Claybrook.
Claybrook, et al, demanded
exlraordinary en’oru to make scat
belts more “comfortable” — hence
more likely to be used — which
prompted the development of a belt
that allowed a driver to Induce slack
[n the belt at wlll — problematlc tf

motors, - d belts, ete,
.which do nothing mare than remove
the driver from responsibliity for
buckllng up,

FOR TOO LONG, even airbags
were promoted as a “passive” de-
vice, rather than an Incremental im-

. provement over three-polnt belts-

that offers additional, rather than
passlve, restralnt.

Ultimately, the “passlve” mania

the creation of many belt
systems that, obvlously, meet all
U.S, government crash standards but
still were not 23 effective as a solld-
1y placed, well-located standard belt
system that was secured by its user.
If you want to sce a truly effective
belt system, check out any racing
car or a car prepped for a Holly-
wood stunt — they use a full har-
ness, walst and shoulders, and buckle
It themselves.

It's interesting that European
countries never bought the “passive’
argument, philosophically or other-
wise, and standard European issuc is
the same old three-polnt belt dls-
couraged by the U.S. regulators, Also
Interesting s+ that [n the Unlted
States, Volkswagen, followed by the
Japanese car companies, ploncered
the silly seat belts that plague us to-
day, although most manufaclurers
followed sult unill Chrysler led the
way out of the jungle by putting afr-
bags {and manual belts):ln.all its

cars. b

Prime Time lee. meanwhile,
takes a1l this information and some-
how manages to put the blame for,
the current seatbelt flasco lquuly‘
on the domestic industry — even®
twisting snippets of testimony given
when the domestlc avtomakers were
protesting the shift to passive sys-!
tems to somehow argue that the co- -
glncers knew that passive belts
weren't as good as manual belis nnd !
changed them anyway.

The fact that It was a ledenl'
agency, supported by so-called con-?
sumer grzups, that forced the:
change to passive belt systems was
Ignored by Ms, Sawyer, who seems
awlully qnlck to grab the good [uy'

- and hustle him off, while uza real -

culprit is left sundlng by the open ®
wlndow wlith o’ guilty look on his~
face,

Dan McCosh is automotive edi-
tor of Popular Science magazine.
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@ (NDUSTRIAL ﬂELAT(ONS
Thursday, Apru 4 — Industiral

meets In Detroit. Information: 524-
1385,

® DIRECT MARKETING
Tharsday, April 4 — Direct Mar-

keting Assoclation of Detrolt mects

In Southfictd. Informatlon: 258-8803.

® MANUFACTURERS INFO

-Monday, April 8 — Free Informa-
tlon night about productlon and man-
ufacturing management program
for mabufacturers begins at 6:30
p.m. near ‘Rochester. Informatlon:
370-3120. Sponsor: Oakland Univer-
sity.

e
®-INTRO TO LOTUS 1-2-3

Mondays, April 8-28 -
"Spreadsheets for Use in the Home
dr Buslness” begins at 7 pm. In
Bloomficld Hills. Fee: $85. Informa-
tlon: Junc Fasang, 645-3635. Spon-
sor: Cranbrook Schools.

. ® WOMEN IN
COMMUNICATIONS

. Tuesday, April 9 — Women in
Commualcations Inc. ‘meets -at 6
p.m. in Troy. Information; 790-7175.

& VENTURE GROUP

. Tucsdny, April 9 — Southeastern
Michigan Venture Group meets at B
a.m. in Troy. Information: 689-4094.

@ BIRMINGHAM CHAMBER
Tacsday, Aprll § — Bir

Michigan Assoclation of Certified
Public Accountants,

@ CONTROLLERSH!IP

esday, April 9 — “The Rale o{
the Chief Flnnntinl Officer (Control-
ter) in the Growing Organization” in
Farmington Hllls. Fee: $240. Infor-
mation: 855-2288, Sponsor: Michigan
Assoclation of Certified Public Ac-
countants, .

® BEGINNING COMPUTER

Tucsdays, April 930 — “Begin-
nlng Computer” begins at 7 p.m. In
Bloomfleld Hllls, Fee: $75. Informa-
tion: Junc Fasang, 845-3635. Spon-
sarz Cranbrook Schools,

® PERFORMANCE
APPRAISALS

Wednesday, April 10 — “Inter-
viewing, Mentoring and Perform-
ance Appraisal Skills” [n Farming-
ton Hllls. Fee: $220. Informatlion:
855-2288. Sponsor: ‘Michigan Assoct-
ation. of Certlfied Public Accoun-
tants.

® TRAINING SOCIETY
Wedaesday, Aprit 10 — American

Soclety “for Tralnlng™ and Develop— " *

ment meets at 5:30 p.m. in South-
fleld. Information: 354-2570.

® BUSINESS
COMMUNICATORS .
Wednesday, April 10 — Interna-
tional Associatlon of Business Com-
munlcators meets at 11:45 am. in-

Chamber of
mects at 11:30 aidn. In Blrmlngh:lm
lniannnllon 644-1700.

. COMPUTER FRAUD

Nancy Skid-
more; 548-5480. .

® BUSINESS WOMEN
Thursday, April 11 — Leads Club
meets at 7:30 a.m. Information: Jo

soclatlon of Carcer Women meets at
11:30 a.m. In Farmington Hill. Infor-
mation: 626-0752,

® INVESTMENT SEMINAR

Thersday, April 11 — Free Invest-
ment seminar begins at 7 pm. in
Troy. Information: 963-6700. Spon-
sar: Roney & Co.

® WORDPERFECT 5.0

. Thursdays, April 12 through May ?
~ “WordPerfect 5.0 (word- process-
ing)"” begins at 7 p.m. in Bloomficld
Hills, Fee: $85. Information; Junc-
Fasang, * 645-3635. Sponsor: Cran-
brook Schoals.

® PURCHASING
MANAGEMENT

Thursday, April 18 ~ “Emcrglng
Purchasing and Supply Strategles
for Competitiveness and minj-semi-
nar “Buyer/Seller Partnering” at
the meeting of the Natlonal Associa-
tion of Purchasing Management —
Metro Detroit at the Embassy Suites
hotel in Southfield. Information: 1-
773-3737. .

® HUMAN RESOURCES
Thursday, April 18 — Human Re-
sources Assoclatlon of Detroit
meets, Informatlon: 524-1385,

® WAGE ADMINISTRATION

Tucsday-Wednesday, April 2-3 —
“Wage and Salary Adminlstration"
in . Detroit. Information: 517-3§5-
9591. Sponsor: Personnel Manage-
ment Program Service school of la-
bor and industriai relations Michi-
gan State Unlversity.

® FRANCHISING SEMINAR
‘l‘uudly, Aprll 30 Free

Brokers flis never been easler.

holds true for compute
Because now Bower Brok
offers top-quality recond
oned computers for a lot 1
than you'd expeet. E
like the IBM PS/2,

sclection of other print
muxlems and accessories

The_powerfel P, When it
comes to power, the PS/2
can'tbebeat. Not only -
does 11 affer faster

When you're about to niake an
important business decision,
ity always best to tatk with
your broker. And the same

the Propringer Il and a wreat

~ GETAPIECEQFAFORTUNE |
500 COMPANY FOR *37.99 A MONTH.

Inyasting In Mlsu! PS/2 trom Power comput tilable. Whether  to upgrade your 1C 1o one of

your needs may require you the mare powerful 386 or 486
g proce

dlispls

for superior expandability. - o

The smart Investmenl Whether

1S, or to a higher level
. the PS/2 is the choice,

you purchase, lease or rent
your PC from Nower Brokers,
you'll be getting a fully tested,
fully warranteed reconditi-
oned computer. And because
the previous owner was 2
Fortune S0 company, you
can be sure the I'C you're
),uung is high-end., as well
s high-quality.
|~ Aavailah
Mas

e welecome,

. perior 32:-bit micrc

L cuver
Andevery bitof our
Ll[ull)lllu'll comes

v 90 day

also features a su- \\.lrnnly

S0 if you're in the market fur a
vompulter for work or home, con.

sult your broker by calling 643-9282,

The versallle, upgradable PC. ‘I'he PS-2

is still one of the most versatgle

POWER
DROKERS

Great Used Computers At Great Prices,

RIS

Tnudny, April_8 — . *“Computer
& Basic Codrse for (ke Audl-
tor” In Farmington Hills, Fee: $240.
Intormation: 855-2288,

Sponsor:

Annc Kusudo, §41-2756,

® CAREER WOMEN
Thursday, Aprll 11 — National As-

OLF

EQUIPMENT«CLOTHING*ACCESSORIES

New Gear is Arriving Every Day

:* BLOOMFIELD HILLS

NOovVI,
*MT. CLEMENS. ....

GRAND RAPIDS.

SVISAen

All the Top Brands

INTERNATIONAL SKi & GOLF

: 2540 WOODWARD at Square Lake Rd.
NOV) TOWN CEN?ER Soulh o! I 96 un Now m

1216 S. GRATIOT % rmile north of 16 Mie
DEARBORN HEIGHTS. .
26312 FORD Rd. 1% miles West of Telegraph
12035 28 St S.E. hetwaen Breton & Kalamazoo
: TEACARD+DINERS*DISCOVERsANMERICAN EXPRESS
. OPEN DAILY 10-9, SATURDAY 10-5:30, SUNDAY 125

...338-0802

347-3323
..463-3620
562-5560
.616-452-1199

CHECK US OUT!

" WE'RE THE PLACE FOR GOLFERS

- tn-Ro
chester Hills, lnlorm:nllon 853-5500.
?pomor The Ink Well of America
ne.

Remodeling in Daktand County Since 1965

BUILDING
COMPANY

ADDITIONS  KITCHENS « BATHS
5130 Dunmora « Wes! Bloomlield - 855.3880

If' you are retived, or will be soon, you
can't afford to miss our free seminar,
T

determine yvour standard of living for
the rest of your life,

Who’s No. 1
in investment strategy for
retirement planning?

Before you make your final decisions regarding your-
lump-sum, you owe it to yoursdt to see us!

" Join us at one
of our free seminars,

he decisions you make now could

Time: Wednesday, Apeil 10
5:30 - 730 PAL

Fairlane Manor

19000 Hubbard Drive

Dearborn

P . Place:
Topices to be discussed:
. P reparing for retirement

. Ll\ ramifications as you
prepare for retirement

* Maximizing return on 1RA
accounts

* Pension distributions

Time:

Saturday, April 13

930 - 1130 AM,

Blace: Livonia City Hall
43000 Civie Center Drive
Livenia

Fram our complimentary Contaental
breaidasts 10 our atiernoon tea, okd
world elegance is yours in our Euro-
pean-inspired service and ambi-
ance. !f you sl judge excelience by
quality, here are your homes away
from home for beauthully appointed
guest accommodations, the warmth
of personalsefvice, and the infimacy
of a European inn - our reward to
our guests for lhml mscovmng taste.

1458 Hur‘cv BM!,. E!nmghm
&67200

THE BERKSHIRE FIOTEL
26911 Tetegraph R, Scuihteld
3

Detroit's Quu[J * IRA vollover or forward
50‘”/',5,,(“(“[ - :);g_-rl_g%;;ng e Speaker: SR
Flotels Analyzing yvour distribution Daniel I,’, ‘“,“rp,h'f' (:l;‘;:l
ddont Ingestenents, ParncWobheor

statemoents Vi

emERN PaineWebber----.,

t . +
For reservations & Wrinht, TainetWeht ’
m Greg n.,u ineWebber
or to schedule an 38T Seven Mike Rd., Suite Livonia M1 48152 =
appointment call : (HOW) HE2-652 =
Greg Wright at - m.;"‘ l:\]’-‘;r‘\"l e seatisan Wed Aprf 1hor »
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