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By Gerald Frawley
“staff writer

‘Things get Jost, Sometimes, it's
Lrlvhl ueuﬂ like keys and wallets
its im-

to other parts of the world.

Today, southeast Michigan is one
of a handful of areas with a large
population of Hmong people, alang

with Califorrla, Rhode Island an
"The potential is u:cre

pomnl things, Sometimes, people

| get lost.

Detrolt-area fllmmaker Kathryn
Vander doesa't want to see that
happen. She Is determined to see
that the Hmong people ire not lost.”

“Threads of Survival,” a 25-min-
ute film about the Hmong and their
way of life as told through the cul-
ture's weaving and stitching, will
premlere $ p.m. Sunday, April 7, at
the Detrolt Artlsts Market, 1452
Randolph Hnrmonlc Park in De-

'l'hmds of Survival" tells the
story of a displaced people. “When
the {llm I3 released, I hope people
will galn an appreciation not only
for Hmong art, but for who the
Hmong are,” Vander sald.

Originally from northern China,
by the 16th century the Hmong
people migrated to the mountaln
reglons of Laos, where they estab-
lished a mainly agrarian soclety
separaté from other cultures.

ere, they remained untl the
carly 1950s, when they were
caught In the middle of the Viet-
nam War. Some chose to side with
the Communist north, but a vast
mafority of the Hmong worked
wlth the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy and sided with Amerfcan-
backed forces trying to bolster the
South Vietnamese government.

At the close of the conflict, when
US, forces left, the Hmong found
themselves on the loslng side,
Fearing persecution, and very like-
ly death, they Hmong became m{u-
gees without a country.

MANY ESCAPED (o Thailand,
where they lived in refugee camps
before they were able to emigrate

{nr (the culture) to die away,”
Vander said.

Vander, a Farmington Hills resi-
dent, sald she has wanted to make
a.fllm since her days as a Universi-
ty of Mlchlgan film student. But it
wasn't, until three years ago she
determined she would make 2 film
about the Hmong craft and culture,

Vander conceived the idea for
the fllm after veadlng an article
about a local woman recelving the
Natlonal Endowment of Arts Na-
tonal Heritage Award,

That woman, Nhu Fang Yang, a
master weaver, became a central
character in “Threads of Survival.” .

She, along with her daughter-in-
law and apprentice, Ia Mona Yang,
and story- cloth scamstress, Yeng
Yang, are archetypes for the cul-
tural progression of the Hmong
people, Vander said.

THE VENERABLE stitching
and weaving styles of the Hmong,
who have no written language,
serve as a recorded history of the
people.. “The Hmong woman,
through thelr art, are becoming the
culture's historians,” Vander sald..

Preserving the Hmong culture is
why the film [s being made, Vander
sald. “They realize they may not be
around forever.”

“Threads of Survival” was a la-
bor of love for Vander and the film
crew, John k, dlrector of
cinematography for “Threads of

“Silence” and, among other fllms,

“Roger & Me,” said be got involved

when Vander, a participant In a

workshop he was presenting on

glmmklng. approached him about
€ proj

“I'm glad she did. It was a great

idea,” be sald. “When you sce a sto-
ry that needs to be told and’lsn't
belng told, it's a real opportunlty.
These people have no way of tell-
ing their story themselves,” he con-
tinued. “There world as they know
it has deteriorated. The Hmang are’
almost a lost peaple.”

Hmong art is a utilitarian urt. It
pervaded the Hmong culture's.
Hanglng tapestries or story cloths
that once adorned the walls of a
Hmong dwelllng told the story of
the people, of the clan, or of the
family, Michigan State Unlversity
art historlan Marsha MacDowell
said.

MacDOWELL, WHO served as
consultant for *“Threads of Surviv-
al,” said the film is tmportant for
several reasons.

First, the fllm documents the mi-
gration from rural southcast Asta
to urban -centers and what that
means to their culture,.“Any per-
son who moves (rom one place to

another brings wnh them the tradl-

tions of the past.

Any culture transplanted from a
rural land to an urban cityscape is
golng o encounter challenges and
problems that threaten its exis.
tence. AL the very least, the culture
will change.

As that culture changes, the indl-
viduals sense of identlty and aff(ll-

- ation with a group changes as well.

“Threads of Sllence” Is about cop-
Ing with that change and preserv-
ing the Hmong culture,

Vander said everything about the
Hmong culture has been chal-
lenged by thelr forced migration.

‘The Hmong's agricultural way of
life, thelr language, thelr diet —
everythlng has been effected in
some way by the force migration
that brought them to the Unlted
States,

“Even their clothing was steeped
In the cultural,” she continued. “It

Producerldlraclur Kathryn Vander (right), di-
reclor of cinematography John Prusak {mid-
dle} and assist direclor of cinematography

Is part of everyday life.”

LA YOUNG Hmong girl might
spend an eatire year on a garment
for the New Year celebration. “All
woman jin the Hmong culture
would learn to sew. (In that cul-
ture), if you're good at it. you're
considered a good woman.

During the New Year celcbra-
tion, clothing was used to attract a
prospective husband — a. well-
made, handsome garment was con-

\

ture and art.

sldered to be a sign of a good fami-
ly. .

The importance of weaving and
stitching In the Hmong culture also
extended to the Hmong splritual
bellefs. The Hmong people consid-
er it a necessity to weave and
stitch a replete - funeral outilt,
which they belleve must be worn so

- that thelr ancestors would recog-
nlre them, Vander sald.

The funera) outfit was also con-
sidered important because the pre-

Vic Spicer (left) prepare a shot for the new
{film “Threads of Survival,” about Hmong cul-

cislon of . the outflt determined
one’s statlon in life after reincarma-
tion.

“Here in this country, people
don't make their clothes because
they have some speclal slgnifl
cance,” Vander said, “Here, people
go to Kmart to buy their clothes.

“These people don't do things
that way. The Hmong are trying to
buildalifelna p!nct.- that ls totally
allen to them.” .

Meadow Brook memories sought

+ It's not too late to put pen o pad,

or tap the typewrlter or PC, and
share your_Meadow Brook memo-
riés.
» JUs that time ol year when we ask
dur. readers to recount thelr fondest
memortes of the Meadow Brook Mu-
sl Festival, which brightens the
grounds of Oakland Unlversity
Ip Rochalcr Hills each summer.

Almost as speclal as.the musie
program itset are.the memories of
festlval goers, many of whom ke lo

.call themselves “Brookles.” .

Send your remlniscences to us. hy
Friday, April 19. We'll consider
printing them in the Meadow Brook
Music Festlval speclnl mﬁun we'll
publish Thursday, May

Submissions witl be suhjec( to

Cabaret to benefit symphony

b’cnlrnued trom Page 1
: Doors open 7 p.m. Selung will be
al tables of efght and 1

:, For the "Suddenly lls Spring”
dahnrtt tables of eight are $96; ta-
blu of 10 are $120. Indlvidual tick-
ixare $12.

Tickets arc available at the door
or by sending a check made payable
to the Livonia Symphony Socicty;
Ida Krandle, 28672 W. 12 Milc Road,
Farmington Hills, 43018,

For more Information call Kran-
dle, 851-4524, or Madonna, 591-5044.

iszt’s music set to poetry

cditing. Because of limited spact
please keep your to 300

clarification

words or less.

Wrilers whose speclal moments
are published wlil be our guest at the
concert of thelr choice this summer.

In submitting your memories, In-
clude your name, address and day-
time phone number, It's flne to In-
clude a favorite photo. Just make
sure it will reproduce. We'll gladly
return it.

- Send your warmest reflections of
1lfe in the pavition or stretching out
on the grassy hillslde to:

Meadow Brook Memorles, c/o
Spccial Sections Editor, Editorial

bserver &
Newspapcrs, 36251 Schooleraft,
Livonla, MI 48150.

— Bob Sklar
Assistant managing edltor

The Livonla Historical Society
may host an Interior design show-
case as a fund-ralser at the 141-year-
old Alesander Blue House, being re-
stored at Greenmead Historieal Vil-
lage.

Although the showcase would be
simitar to what the Junlor League of
Detroit dm. the league would not

.. hostIt, -

Fumnlture :wm ‘would ndopl a
room aod furniah it. The public thea
would be Invited to tour the dressed-
up house for a small donation,

Phased restoration plans call for
the Itatlanate-style, 11-room house
to be used as a reception hall for
nearby Newburg Church at
Greenmead, Perlod furnishings
would reflect 18803 Livonia Town-
ship. Restoratlon Is projected to cost
$250,000.
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congominium commonity... Lakefront Ifving!

* Brand new condominiums — one
and two bedrooms, choice of first

= Five commundy rooms for cards, exercise, TV, lounging
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New. and wonderful. . Aduft
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—— £ WMislea Vvl Concérls Balek Tatermational pre-

septs “Mephisto Drama Franz Liszt” in its flrst
Amcrlc:m tour Friday, April 12.
i Show Ume Is 8 p.m. at the Oakland Cs

‘most challenging works are included: “The Funer-
alles” ang the “Mephisto Walitz No. 1. .

“Mephisto Drama Frane Liszt” is "cxlrmrdl
paril;

callegc Orchard Rldge Campus Smith Theatre,
Orcharg Lake Road at l~69d Farmington Hllls,
¢ The music of Franz Liszt, a virtuoso planist and
l?th century composer, will be set to the original
poetry, sonnets and melodramas from Faust,
f’enau and Petrarka.
* The production coneert explores the confronta-
tien of Faust/Mephlstopheles and sacred/profane
loye. The melodramas {involving narrator nnd ph

y
visually,” sald Fernando Lalres, president of l.hc
Amrlzrlcan Liszt Soclety. "I wish everyone could
seeit.”

An afterglow will be held in the lobby of the
Smith Theatre. Tickets are $15 for general admls-
slon and $10 for all students and senlor.

For information or to make reservatlons, call
the 24-hour hotline, 471-7700.

anist) evoke Liszt's images of poetry,

and literary alluslons with spedul lighting clfects.
- This program s created by French actor Phil-

llpe Nesme, who stars in the role of Mephistophe-

les, and Brazilian planist Luis De Moura Castro,

\gho stars In the role of Faust. Some of Llszt's*

| nt Condominiums For
“A Downtown Lifestyle”

“NEW SPRING PRICES”

of Brighton
condomlmums

Davoloped dy Forost Hills Assoclatos

OUR LUXURY

HOMES FEATURE:

* Approx 1155 sq. ft. spactous
contemporary floor pkine

Starting at

Ranches and
Townhouses

location for
4 bedroom:
$139,777 {L-797) (476400

TLOOMIIELD - Family neighborhood. Perfen
itdren being located ot a cul-desac.
nd faily roam.

MARKETED LY DOUG & KATHIE

C ham bREALTORS

Serng the atea’s finest communitics e 1918

\'zs‘r BLOOMFIELD - Very antetiive € atemporasy
cular drise on tovely private lot. Walaur Leke
itages. Biemingham schools,

iasom (L-212) 647-6400

MARKETED BY ANNE HERSILEY

i

J]" l:.-mlul -

98,900 - $108,900

R * Balcony
Entes Our Courtyaed and Take a Sep Iack Al Conditioning
Teme  Expericnce the Geadows Ling of + Gas Heat
tencar — Live In the Heart of Farmingian . cq,,,,,,,,g

. s 4l the Comveniences a Shon Walk Away s Matng

22 2k AT Y A WA Ae o aent

INCL! UDE:

« Conserient, Quict 1 ator

STANDARD FEATURES + Wolkout Basements

<y Kindlims * Lokeviewr Serings

+ fireplace - Mentat biocss » Wooded Havlnes
* All Applumes « Pond
+ Intrusion Alarm * Naruro! Blequs

odry
+ Stocage Room For Each e » Mot N For All Wamidoss
* Larwet Lesel Activity Room  « Conered Parking

with Knchen * All City Urtlisiea

. * Brighton Schoola
Located in Downtown Farmington vn On hard Steect

g "”In n:l,mnn Gy o

* Professional Londacaping

* Excelient accens 10 US-23 & 190

(Lavt 1T Farmumgtin Rt « 49 Roxk South o Deand Rnery
aaurs an
A3608 Grand River

b 00500
Daily & Weekends
(Closed Thursduny o

MODEL PHONE: 4

(J|J) 227-;500'

Grana Povee. Brgraon

Ask for
Janct or Jane

ARCUATRCT John A Alkn  DINTEORD BY The Ruhaed Gamp

ASK FOR
@ DAN LEABU m!
o (313) 2an<7a:m

(319) 3570222

MODEL OPEN SAT. & SUN 1.5 EVES, & WEEKDAYS BY APPT, tepon

Tare (06 Weatta Spencee R (et 147) tom R (.
Sprmer wuh Cuves oo W et 51 Tum Rid g croan
LER Cn festion Aght on

Dottrg
Ll s

L

uwnd Mg
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wMARKETEQ BY-DONG & BATHI o mrc

TEST ALGOMFIELD - Super n..rp Coloniat, huilt in
1989 hat 4 bedrooms, family room with fireplece, newrsal
decor and move-in condition.
$173,977 (H-211) 647.6400

much peivacy. Skylight o
and alerm 1ppcem,
$133.900 (C-714) 647-6a00

WEST DL(X)MI'IELD Neuusl § bedroam C dn with

SHOWN BY APPOINTMENT

WEST BLOOMFIEL} - Over 2100 sq. fr. in this
rowaboure style Condo. Nestled deep in the compler.
3167777 (F-419) 647-6400

MARKETED DY DOUG & KATHIE

SOUTHFIELD -

368,900 (J1194) 647-6400

DETROIT - Exceptional home has step down living
¢00m, dining room, barlers pantcy, updated kitchen,
$107,000 {L+161) 647-6400

MARKETED BY PAT MORGAN

BIRMINGHANM LATHREP
G000

FARMINGTON HILLS -

$107,777 (W-276) 647-6400

ik

WENE LOOMEILL
SS000

TR
Oal-1660

For cat carcer in real estate contact any

SAN RICAMAN

Heick Kanch
hardwood Nooes, couniey kitchen, b

MARKETED BY PAT MORGAN

Cotonisl with cory family rom with fireplace.

MARKETED BY DOUG & KATHIE

fee home with

Affordable 3 bedroom

RUTICA
TA9.1300

RONAL OAK

(i

of the affices abore



