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Call Room Serv:ce for decoratlve boost

By Cathleen Collins Lee
special wrlter

HEY DIDN'T paint or
walipaper, They didn't buy
any furniture or order any

] window treatments.

But Judy and Sherwood Leitman of
Southficld recently had their living
room transformed in the space of a day
from an ardinary space to a rich and
interesting one: more open, mare
colorful and alive with a mix of objects
from oll over the world.

What the Leitmans did was -
commission-Mary Lee Marcus-Nelson,
part of a small but growing group
around the country called visual
coordinators, to spend an entire day
rearranging the furniture, pictures and
decorative objects they already had in
their condominium living room.

Although she isn't a trained
decorntor, Nelson feets she has a gilt
for bringing out the beauty in what
people own by the way she groups and
places furnishings.

“Judy and Sherwood were just
stymied, and most people are.” Nélson
said. “They don’t know what to do
with what they have. It’s not what you
have, but where you putit that's
important.”

NELSON. WHO calls her business
“Room Service™ and lives ift Union
Luke, has been working as a visua)
coordinator for the past five years. She
ch.an 5 5350 $500 n room. .

N ys Ner services are espec:.n 1y

atcd by newlyweds. people who
have moved. and older couples moving
from u tarje home to o smaller one.

Although she focuses an room
resgrangments like she did for the
Leitmans, she also will pick cut paint
and wallpaper and shop for furniture,
usually at a rite of $45 an hous.

Before Nelson arrived on the scene,
the Leitmans® large living room was
nice, but predictable,

A brige corduroy sectionnl sofu was
areangeed at right angles in front of a
lisspe window. A three-piece wall unit

© occupied a neasby wall. The lasge
pieces of furnitire dominated one end
ofithe room, leaving the far side feeling
like an afterthought.

The Leitmans also had many
nteresting pieces of antique furniture
and decorative objects from Asia,
Mexico and Europe, along with Judy's
own watercolors. But they were
seattered along the edpes and in the
vorners of the rooms, where they had
little impact. What's more, the beige
corpet and off-white walls didn't add
any colos.

THE FIRST thing Netson did was
© cleur the decks, With -her assistant,

Jun Miltz, also of Union Lake, she took
down all the pictures and moved all
but the bigpest pieces of lurniture
enmpletely out of the coom. She took
stock of items she could pul) from
closets or other rooms in the
condaminium, And then she was ready
to get to work.

She angled the sectional nway from

Shown is thc Leitmans’ living room .before Mary tee
Marcus-Nelson spent the day l’eanangmg n. The large

pueces ol turmture are all on one side of the room so
that the far sidé feels like wasted space.

Mary Lee Marcus-Nclson angled the furniture to open
up the space in the Leitmans’ large living room. She
brought interesting pieces torward wherc they would

the window anid pulled it closer to the
far sicdde of the room, apening up more
of the space and creating, a more

“interesting line, She also moved one of

the wall units ancd a Jarge bhuffet to the
ather side af the room so the room
woubl frel more balanced,

Ouce the major pieces were in place,
Nelson began playing around with al

-sarts af combinations of the smaller

ohjects. She pulled a large Asian
stntue af o seated woman out of a
corner amt right into the center of the

team, in front of the window and at an
anple to the couch.

She alse brought forward two
saaticque hirass floor lnmps, placing
them on either end of the sectional. In
front of the lamp near the window, she
placed a small, round wooden tahle
with o black marble top. On it were o
tall vase and two erystals, which mide
anttractive combination.

ONE OF Nelson's most umisual
changes was placing o small enedd table
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have more impact. She also created ditterent levels of
interest by adding tall arrangements.

rizht on top of the bulfet. This
artangement addeed height ta the
reom. and became the backdrop fur an
interesting grouping.

Nelson set un ald violin inside the
tuble legs d madly On top of the
tuble.she pliced a smald phate in a
stand. i candle and i vise with twags
n it

An Oriental RIDger jar lamp and @
poanting set on the buffet balanced the
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