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Farmington Hilla resident Beverly Cornell is
licensed through the state DNR to care tor

Animal activist
Hills woman upset by new DNR rule

By Casey Hanz
statf writor

As Beverly Comell busied her. -

sclf with hourly feedings for the
scven-day-old baby raccoon named
Bambi, the phone began ringlng.

Friends were incensed over new
state DNR regulations which call
for animals captured by anlmal
control flrms to be destroyed be-
ginning June 1, as detalled in
morning news reports Thursday.

The Farmington Hills sroman, Ii-
censed by the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources to care
for wild orphaned animals in her
home, is sick about it too.

“It makes me upset because we
are paying the DNR — our tax
money ls paylng for It and they're
dolng this to the antmals. It just

bothers mo they're. going to kil

those anlmazls and not even give
Lhem a chance,” gald the wildlife
a long-

photos by SHARON LeMIEUX/stat photographer

six-dny-old baby raccoon, that has just had
his hourly feeding.

urnc anlmal lover who formerly
worked for a veterinarian.

TIHE NEW STATE law requires
the kllilng of bats, chipmunks,
muskrats, raccoons, skunks, opes-
sums, squirrels, woodchucks, foxes,
coyoles, crows, plgeons, sparTows
and starllngs captured by animal
control companies in Wayne, Oak-
land and Mncemb munllu Mchl

Bambi gets one of his hourly feedings by Beverly Corneil at

her Farmington Hills house. Batween feedings, he is keptina |
small carrier, zipped into a quilted bag with a heating pad.

under the new regulation.

Cornell has contacted the DNR
aboul her concerns, and said they -
are apparently taking names and
poting concerns {rom residents.
She said she wlll remala DNR 11-
censed, "but the only way I'll get

1hrough the summer before being
released back into the wild.

March 29 neighbors heard nolses
in their fireplace and discovered
the 1-day-old raccoon, which
welghed about one ounce, had {all-
cn down the chimney, apparently

inglon "]'!de. Farmington
48334, :or dropped off al the
W‘NWW

gav Humane-Societ,
mate between 5,000 and 10,000 ani.
mals per year, which were
previousty relocated, will be killed

imals-is from other.

Toat's where she got Bambl, the
newest addition ta the Cornell
houschold who will live there

deserted b
Under
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By Josnne Maliszewsk!
stalf writer

will be made olficial tonlght.

tees think bullding new is better.

when the voters can decide.”

posed 1991-1992 budget

sold to defray costs.

By Joanne Mallszewski
staff wrlter

. The requést’to reserve about 10
acres of the clty-owned Peltz prop-
erty in the heart of Farmington Hills
for a new 80,000 square feet library

Alter reviewing two architeclurat
plans to expand the existing 36,000
square feet Farmington Hills branch
on 12 Mile, between Orchard Lake
and Farmington roads, library trus-

"We still fecl the best course of
action Is to bulld a new bullding,” li-
brary board president Bob Plummer
said. "We are asking the city counell
to reserve land at Peltz until a time

Making a cholce of whether to pay
for a new library won't come Lo vot-
ers in 1981. But the library’s pro-
includes
money for ‘site development for a
new bullding. If a new facillty Is
built, the existing llbrary would be

“Preparatory to a campaign we
need to know cxactly how much

money 1s needed and how Lt would be
spent,” lbrary director Beverly-Pa-

-Official says stop -
focusing on Peltz

the

atlon plan.

west of Farmington Road.

Say Yes to Parks

As far as Mike Horner Is con-
cerned, there's too much attentlon on
the Peltz-MDOT acreage and not
enough attentlon on other facets of
proposed half-mi)l tevy for
Farminglon Hills' parks and recre-

“They have won the war,” sald the
parks and recrcation commissioner
about some residents who are de-
manding a more specific commit.
ment about the fate of the city-
owned Peltz property, south of 1-696,

“They have the city counci), the
and the

Library board:
Reserve Peltz
property for us

pai sald. “Board members feel it's
extremely [mportant for the voting
public to know exactly what they
will be voting for.”

PLUMMER SAID llbrary trustces
are committed to bullding a facility
that complements the Peltz proper-
1y, south of 1-696, west of Farming-
ton Road. “The bullding design
should enhance the property, not be -
adetriment to it,” Plummer said.

Expanding the Ilbrary at’another
locdtion has been a bone of conten-

- tion for Farmington Hills clty coun-

cilman Ben Marks. He prompted a
January review of building aptions
when he asked library officlals to
hear Southfield architect Ken Neu-
mann's opinion.on how the branch
could be renovated and expanded,
using 2.75 acres immediately west ol
the building.

Library olllclal.s agreed and also,
asked Bloomlield Hills architects
Cliff Snyder and Rebert Szantner for
their opinions.

' “There's no question, ' yes, we
could build something here but it
isn't without great risk and what

Plodsa turn 10 Page 8

pristine 70-some -acres of parkland
in Its natural state — except for an
entrance road, pature trails and pic-
nic area — is In black-and-white in
the parks and recrcation master
plan, Horner said.

“Their concerns should be laid 10
rest. They've got this microscopie vi-
sion on this onc picce of land,” he
continued.

BUT SOME residents aren’t buy-
ing that argument. Kurt Yockey of
Quaker Valley subdivision, just south
of the acreage, will receive a re-
sponse at tonight's council meeting
to his public letter requesting an as-
surance |hc Peltz. \lDOT witl not be

their side. So they should quit confus-

the Say Yes to Parks'

parks and recreatlon commission on

ing folks," said Horner, chairman of

L ty for ballficld:
and soccer fields. Some residents, in-
cluding Yockey, say they are uncer-
tain of the city’s plan for the land

By Casey Hans
statt writer.

A commitment to maintaln the

Tax cuts could hurt
downtown project

Property tax cuts could endanger
the remainder of Farmingten's
downtown streetscape rejuvenation
and projects in other cities which
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state Jegislative chambers with a
strong push fram the governor's olf-
ice, it has loca) officlals concerned.
“It is possible . , . in the worst .
case scenario, that TIFs (tax incre-
ment flnancing projects) would stop™
as of January, sald Farmington's as.

rely on tax

As the [ssue Is discussed In both
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