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'MOVING PICTURES

Meryt Streep’ plays Julla, and Albert Brooks is

‘The Marrying Man’ lacks
oomph of a Simon script

“The MarTylog Man" (C+ R, 110
minutes) should be a lot better than
1t is given:a Neil Simon script about
a millionlare toothpaste helr, Char-
ley Pear] {Alec Baldwin), who goes
xn g2 me flrst ime he sees sexy

Vegas singer Vickl Anderson (Kim
Basinger).

. Daplle the fact that Vickl la gang-

ster Bugsy Slegel's glrl and Char-
ley's great love for his flancee, Adcle
Homner (Elisabeth Shue); whose fa-

Grading the movies

true story of what happens atter you die.

rary recovery, but {lim lacks spark ex-
ted from these talented actors.
“Cadence” (C+, PG-13, 95 minutes).
Unreallstlc, cliched story about unruly
solider {Charlle Sheen} In the stockade.

“Career Opportunlties” (°, PG-13).

e night-3blft at a Targel Store Is -

The
Jim's last chance. Whoople!

“Class Actlon™(CR, lDﬂ minutes).

Father-daughter attorneys, Gene

ckman and Mary Elizabeth Mastran.
toaio, are not a leam.

“Dances Witk Wolves™ (A, W!S 180
minutes). *

Kevin Costner's magnificent ode to
and brutality on America’s

“story of Jim

\:glnm frontier during and alter the Civ-
I

“Thbe Doors™ (C, R, 135 minutes).
Oliver Stone’s averly long, repetitlous
orrison and the rock
group, “The Doors.” Excesslve attention
to Morrison’s drug, booze and sex prob-
tems are nelther attractive nor entertaln-
ing. Doubtful, as well, that It will serve a3
a cautionary lesson.
"“The Flve lfeartbeats” (A-, PG-13).
Good entertatnment and excellent mu-
sic in story of fictitious black slnging

group.

*Ghost" (A, PG-13; 105 minutes).” -

Banker's ghost {Patrick Swayze) hangs
around after lfe to protect loved one
(Demi Moorc). Spiritualist (Whoopl Gold-
berg) belps bim and this romantic come-
dy/ihrilier.

"GoodFeltas” (B+, R, 145 minutes).

Martin Scorsese’s Inlense, compeliing
saga of three mobsters returns after re-

ther, Lew (Robert Loggia) Is Holly-
el s e
R b ooy A | ciose benind- excelient
jy doesa't that, nor
"B‘l’g’;‘zr‘c‘&maﬂpﬁﬁ‘“&m m;'r‘ﬁ; A- | stilin running for top honors
Vickl. Thelr tempstuous life tog:lhef‘ Be| Prelty good stuff, not perfect
{and apart) begins. But it never turns
out to be the sophisticated comedy | B | Good
expected. from that story line or
from the pen of Neil Stmon, B- | Goodbut notable deficiencles
* Instead “The Marrying Mnn" waf-
fles back and forth from a d C+| Justacutaboveaverage . .
romautic cornndy, hmlly marred by [¢7] Mediocre T
brm'ﬂmd"y ﬁmtdi’ with punch “[ C. | Notsoholandslipping fast ~
linc#pulied too s00n — or never de-
livered. - | D+| The very best of the poor stuff
Charley's four {riends, all on the
way to Hollywood success, should | D | Poor
(:md cou)d) have been a comic coun- .
terpoint to Charley's with | D+ | ltdoesn't getmuch worse
the lovely Vicki. lnstud the four of F | Trutyawtul
them mouth rt nes, oc-
caslonally funny, but usunlly j\u! Z | Reseived for the colossally bad
there as fillers. -
Basinger, as usual, lights up the | * | Noadvanced screening

screen with her sex appeal and is
sensational singing sensuous, smok-
ey, nightclub ballads.

CHARLEY'S OBSESSION with
Vieki s in the forefront but In the

. background 1s hls own ldentity prob-

lem as the playboy who must ma-
ture. He does sa when his father dies.
But what might have been a touch-
ing scene — Father Pearl (Clarke
Gordon) awaking from a coma to die
happily having flnally scen and ac-
cepled his daughter-ln-law — s
turned In o a crude joke as Vicki
goes patty just as Dad wakes' up.
.Naturally, he dies before she re-
turms, skirt hiked, (rom the toilet.

That farcical moment falls flat, as
does much of “The Marrying Man."

1f the murky metaphyzslces of *De-
fending Your Life” (C, PG, 95 mln-
utes) Is any indicatlon, Albert Brooks
has plenty to answer for.

Despite Its Immodest billlng as
“the {irst true story of what happens
after you die,” “Defendlng Your
Life” méanders around this unusual
conception of the afterlife where
Danlel Miller (Brooks) suddenly
finds himsel! forced to justify his
life. If successful, he moves on to the
next tevel. One might ask, Uf his jus-

tifications are unconvincing, does he .

fali to pass Go and collect $2007

While vindicating bis life In the
rather pleasant surroundings of
JudgmentCity, Danny-boy mects Ju-
1la {Meryl Streep). You guessed it, he
falls in Iove. It's the metaphysics not
the plot that's murky‘

. . APPARENILY.THE major crite--—|
ria n rationallzing one's life in Judg-

ment City Is courage. Writing
sercenplays, directing films, star-
ring®n movies — cach is a major

undertaklng, so doing all three at

once, as Brooks has here, proves he's
got more courage than smarts. “De-
fending Your Life” is preity weak
entertainment.

Roger Corman’s lafest, “The Un-

born,” snuck Into town last ‘weck
without fanfare but n a phone !nter-
view, Corman spoke qulte clogpently
about the appeal of horvor flims.

He noted that "the concept of the

better. That stays in your uncon-
sclous alt your Illfe and geiting
through danger to the other side is
the goal.

“The elfectlve horror fIlm breaks
through defenses in the conscious
mind and reaches unconscious fears,
a catharsis which releases some por-
tlon of childhood fear.”

That, as well as the joy of the ad-
renalln rush, are the usual justifica-
tlons for horror films. Me, I'm the
designated wimp and prefer quieter
pleasures.

STILL PLAYING:
"Awakenlogpa” (B, PG-13. 121 minutes),
Rodin Williams and Robert DeNiro as
doctor and catatonie patient call to mind
too many other films. The doctor’s spe-
cial care and sensitivity Jead to tempo-

celving half-de Oscar

Despite good acling and fine technlcal
values, the Hlm Is o be condemned for
glorifylng vicious and violent gangsters.

“Gulity by Saxplclon” (A, PG-13, 100
minutes).

Robert DeNiro's superb performance
energizes this blend of fact and fiction
describing the terrible pain anti-commu-
nist hy:lcr(a infllcted on Hollywood In
1he 5

“The Hard Way" (B, R, 105 'minutes),

James Wood 03 tough top dolng come-
dy doesn’t match Michael J. Fox's excel-
lent spool of movles and movle people in
this entertalning. unusual buddy film.

“He Sald, She Sald” (B, PG, 110 min-
utes).

TV team (Ellzabeth’ Perkins and Kevin
Baron) with confusing structure detract-
ing from viewing experience,

“Home Alose” (B-, PG, 100 minutes).

Engaging . comedy aboul young boy
(Macaulay Culkin) Jeft at home by acci-
deat.

“If Looks Could KU (C+, PG-13).

High school student flunks French but
winds up living the life of James Bond.
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ALTERNATIVE VIEWING
Filmmaker to introduce -

3

his ‘Chameleon Street

By John Monaghan
special writer

Willlam Douglas Street etched a
blzarre footnote in Detroit history.
The wiley con man impersonated a

football player, Time magazine re-

porter, medical student and lawyer
be!urv police finally caught up with

Flinl flimmaker Wendell B.*
Harris Jr,, who used to follow the
Street saga in the newspaper, has
spent the past seven -years bringlng
that story to the screes. His result-
ing fllm, “Chameleon Street,” plays
a benefit prevlew for the Detroit
Film Theatre this Wednesday before
opening wide at Showcase Theaters
on the weekend,

Director Harris also stars as '

Smt who s scen [n the late 19705

as a bored young man werking for
his father's burglar alarm company.
A plot to blackmall bascball plnycr
Willie Horton faits but fands Strect
an  unsuecessful tryout with the
Tigers.

Spurred by his wife's desire for
more money, Street as a Time'
magazlne reporter and later a Har-
vard medical student. He lands a Job
at a Detrolt hospital and in one espe-
cially wild scene, actually performs
a hysterectomy (in real life, Strect
dld 35 such operatians),

Flint Filmmaker Wondell B. Harrls Jr. npunl the past seven
years bringing of the story of con man extraordinaire Willlam

Douglas Street te the screen,

HARRIS, WHO also wrote lhe
film, marvels at the “success guo-
tient" of Street's various |

“He was never exposed for shodd);
work,” Harris noted in a phone inter-

tions,

SCREEN SCENE

Ploase turnto Page 4- |

CINEMA GUILD, Angell Hall Au-
dltorlum A, 1035 S. Maln, Ann Arbor, -
Call 994-0027 for Information. (33
single; $4 triple)

Three unlque forclgn fHims make
up ‘this triple feature April 12.
“Analomy of a Marrlage Part 2: My
Nights with Franceise" (France ~
1964) at 7 p.m. Investigates an clght-
year-old” marriage from both male
and female perspectives. “Le Cor-
beau” (France — 1943) at 9 p.m., by
the great  Henrl-Georges Ciuzot,

" finds a mystery writer reveallng

skelctons in the closet in his provin-
clal Frerich town. “Los Olvidados®
{Mexlco — 1951)at 10:30 p.m. is Luls
Bunel's scathlng portrait of sireet
children in Mexico.

DETROIT, FTILM SOCIETY,
troit Publle Library, 5201 Woodward
Ave,, Detroit, Call 933-4048 for In-
lormnllon. {$25 membership or $4
admisslon at the door)

“Two-Faced Woman® - (USA
1941) and “Cali Me Madam” (USA —
1953) plays as a double feature,
starling at 7 p.m. April 12-13. The
first 18 Greta Garbe'’s last flim, a
comedy of errors that also stars Can-
stance Bennett and Melvyn Douglus.
“Madam,” based on the Broadway
musleal hit, stars Ethel Merman as a

. high-spirited Washington hostess.
Music by erinx Bcr]ln

DETROIT FILM TIIEA’I’RE 5200
Woodward, Detroit, Call 832-2730

De-- * for Informatton. (§5)

‘Chameleon Street™ (USA — 1989),
7 p.m. April 10. The true-life story of
Douglas Street, a Detrolt-born con-
man who successiully impersonated
a Time magazine reporter, a sur-
geon, a student at Yale and a Jawyer
before ending up back in Jackson
Prison. Wrltten, directed by and
starring Flint filmmaker Wendell
Harris Jr., who will introduce the
low-budget fllm during this early
benefit screening for the DFT. The
film opens at several Showcase The-
aters on Friday (35/auditudum $4
students) ..

Plonse lurn to Page 4

BONUS - (OURS’

OWE 5, uous: LQVE, uuskl:n
DU. a1l 0 GIRLS, INXS,, N &
THE S AZ2Z ﬂUYCNER I K KILLING
JOXE, NG, LET'S ACT s COLOUR,
LON - MATROL
LO
M.
M
Ll

REENS, 5™

UNTOUCHABLES, VELVET
WALL OF VOODOQO. WAS{NOT \WAS),

WATERBOYS, WIRE, WONDER STUFF. WORLD PARTY, X, XTC, YARDBIRDS,
YAZ, YELLO, NEIL YOUNG, I'I'N\NK

ZAPPA WARREN ZEVON, ETC

M 1.4 M
en payS alwheR .
wnrn,uuzur )

$ST. JAMES
M

T

JOIN OUR CIRCLE

REGISTRATION CARD

DOLLARS IN CASH ON 98.7 FM WLLZ! JUST SENDY IN
THE ENTRY CARD AND LISTEN TO [}, & THE MORNING
CREW WEEKDAY MORNINGS AT 7:10 AM l()I\ THE CASH

ENTER YOUR NAME ONCE AND YOU'RE ALVWAYS ELIGIBLE

TO WIN!IT'S THE EASIEST CONTEST EVER FROA !
DETROIT’S WHEELS — THE ROCK & ROLL STATION ! o
THAT DRIVES THE MOTOR CITY!

EVERY DAY, WE GIVE YOU A SHOT AT THOUSANDS OF b
:
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