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sonic vibe on its [atest release, "Incl-!un,"

By Larry O'Connor
statt writer

Call Venus Beads many things, but vain wouldn't be
one of them.

“It’s really lmportant not te pay too much attention
to your press,” sald singer and guitarist Robert Jones,
whose band is releasing its latest LP “Inclslon” on Em.

.ergo. “The. worst mistake you can make is to belleve
YOUr 0Wn press,

“You should try to please yourself ﬂrs! If you don’t
like what you're dolng, you're going to become bored
withit.”

Such cautlous talk Is understandable. The Venus
Beads have emerged from Obscurity RF.D,, posllng
rave reviews with their first release “Transtized.”

The fickle English press devoured the EP and spewed
out complimentary lines like Patriot mlssiles. “Sounds”
picked the four-track cffort as “Single of the Week” and
N.M.E. lauded the English quartet as a Top-30 plck.

For four guys from Stoke-on-Trent who only cut a few
demos beforehand, such accolades couldprovide helium
for some inflated heads. Jones sounds wary of the in-
stant recognition.

Alter al), the love "em and lynch "em English press
has been known to show a critleal slde Lo a young band.

Whatever is written or spoken about them, though,
the Venus Beads are unphased. “Inclsion™ rides the
same hard rocking, sonle vide provided on "Trans-
fixed.”

REFRESHINGLY, the Venus Beads achicve their sta-
tus as an explosive guitar band without pandering to the
neo-psychedelia revival or the dance-music craze
sweeplng England. There's a crunch, but it's not one
associated with one of those on the metallic heap either.

“Incision” certainly doesn't break new ground In the
area of guitar rock, But what the LP lacks in vmsalllity
is more than made up with overall verve.

The Venus Beads, which emerged from musical obscurity with its first release

“A lot of bands are trying to incorporate the dance
thing into their music,” Jones said. “Bands like Charla-
tans UK, Stone Roses and Inspiral Carpets have been
able 10 do that successfully. T think the smaller oncs
that are trying to do it are floundering a bit. I don't
know why actualiy,

“I think {rock’s urolli is the most effective way to be
emotional. Dance music doesn't really do that.'"

That was.some wisdom Jones learncd from the punk .

moventent of the late '70s. Bands like the Sex Pistols,
the Stranglers, the Ramones and Blpndie provided the
inittal inspiration for Jones. Then the second punk wave
arrived with the Dead Kennedys and Husker Du after
that.

The Venus Beads hardly embrace the nihilism many *
purk outfits did." Instead, the Beads' Tyrics tend to be'

more introspective.

“t THINK some people had a different idea of the
whole (punk} thing really,” Jones said. A lot of people
focused on the negative attitude type of bands. There
were creative bands as well "

The creative process for Venus Beads is bit pecutiar.
Jones sald drurnmer Mark Hassall writes the mustc us-
ing an acoustic guitar, He then hums the finished prod.
yct 1o Jones to write lyrics.

Somehow it works.

“Incislon” also marks the return of former House of
Love guitarist, Terry Vickers, as producer. Vickers pro-
vided the right attitude in the studio for a band that is
rather young (average age is 21), and perhaps a little
unsure of itself.

"Terry, both times, has been really positive,” Jones
said. “For me, it's his personality as well as his tech-
niques. He's just sa positive And enthusiastic. Once he
starts going, he's hard to stop.”

“Ineision” will he refeased April 30 on Emergo
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OUT OF TIME
— R.E.M.

To listen to all the pre-release

| LOOK IN
YOUR MIND
— The lncurables

1t you suffer from Jack of rock and
roll injections, the Incurables have a
cure for you - their new tape,
“Look tn Your Mind.” The Incur.

hype, ane would've thought REM
had been reincarnated as a polka
band. But .the so-predicted major
change in direction never transpires
on "Out of Time,” the Athens, Ga.
outfit's latest release on Warner

Bros

What REM. has done, though, is
produce an album that has brought
down the barriers and let the masses

~{fi o what has been-a Tusical jour-

ney for members only untilgthis
point. Gone, or at least toned down,
arc the murmurs, vague political
posturing and repetitive guitar
chime. Those bave been replaced by
some gorgeous pop melodies. This i3
R.EM.s fIinest hour, |

There almost seems to be a nese-
found euphoria in the R.E.M. camp,
buoyed by some of Peter. Buck's
most strident guitar play (and man-
dolln) In recent memory and Michacl
Stipe's singing clearly and forceful-
ly. While not vecring away {rom gui-
tar-Jangly sound, these songs em-
body a certain vitality.

Part of the rcason Is due to a new
casi. From the onsct, lhlngs get a bit
{funky with “Radlo Song" and its rap
- courtesy of KRS. ‘Shmyl!xppy e

11

ple” leatures one of three Kate P)
son vocal ducts, “Happy People” is
as close to the Beatles as it gets,
soaring to unbelicvable lengths and
bearing fruit of REM’s refinement
of their pop sensibilities R.E M
member Mike Mills even sings on a
muplc of the numbers.

ing My Religion” reveals
Stipe inflecting some genuine confu-
sion and disilluslonment without re-
sorting to proselytizing. Likewise,
“Low" in its beatnik rhythm is on a
contlnual downward spiral and still
finds its own crescendo because of
Stipe's vocals.

R.EM, has found Iis renewal in
umpllcﬂy If that's such a radical
change lhvn lcl (hcrc be revolution

- — Larry O'Connor’

-0t you know she drives me wild,

ables are a local outlit that special-
1zes i straughtforward rock and roll

The song “"Seventeen” kicks off the
secand sude of the tape in the grand
tradition of rock and rollers singing
the Tove blues about a young womarf.

In this particular song the woman
in question 18, of course, a 17-year-
old Lyries like “She's just a chjl

® WEATHERVANES

Weathervanes wil) perform Mon- -

'dﬂwydl 8, a1 Rick’s Cile, 811 Church,

“Ann - Arbor. For information, call si6

247,

@ PHIL LABLEY & PARADISE VALLEY
JAZZ BARD

Phil Lasley & the Paradise Valley Jazx
Jam Band wilt perform Monday, Aprll 3,
at Alvin's, 5756 Cass, across from
State University, Detrort. For informa-
tion, call 832-2355.

® STATE OF EMERGENCY
State of Emergency will perform Tues-
.day, April 9, at the Blind Plg, 208 S. Furst,
‘Ann Arbor. For information, call 996
555,

® ASSEMBLY REQUIRED

Assembly Required will perform Tues-
day, Apri1 9, ut Rick's Cafe, 618 Church,
Ann Arbor. Far information, call 996-
T

#® JOHN D.LAMB

John D. Lamb will perform Tuesday,
April 9, al Key Wesh, West Six Mile, wist
of Telegraph, Dutrot. For information,
call $92-0050

® DEEE-LITE

Dece-Lite will perform  Monday
through Wednesday, April 8-10, at Indus-
try, 15 S. Sagsnaw, Pontiac. For informa-
tion, call 334-1988.

® CHISEL BROS.

Chisel Bros. will perform Tuesday,
Apnit 9, at Alvin's, 5756 Cass, acruss Irom
WSU, Detroit. For information, call B32-
2255

@ BOB CANTU AND HIS BIQ DEAL

Bob Cantu and his Big Deal Band will
perfortn Wednesday, Aptil 10, at the
Bhind Pig, 208 S First. Aan Arbor. For
informatian, call 956-8555.

® TRINIDAD TAIPOLI STEEL BAND

Teinidad Tripoly Stecl Band will per-
form Wednesday, Apeil 10, at Rick's
Cale. 811 Church, Ann Arbor. For infor-
mation, call 9962747

@ SCORPIONS N

Scorpions will perform with guests,
Trixter, 1.30 pm Thunday, Apeil 11, at
The Palace 1n Auburn Hills Tickets are
320 Forinturmation, call 377-0100

® PRIMAL SHELLS
Primal Shells will perform with guests,

-Etch-A-Sketch. Thursday. Aprd 11, at
.Cleb Nerdelberg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor

Tickets are $4 For information, call $94-

1562

® VUDU HIPPIES Vudu Hippies will

per with  guests. Weathervanes,
Thursday. April 11, -at Paycheck's
Lounge, 2432 Canutt, off Jos Campae,
Hamlramek  For information. catl B74-
0254

® BIG DAVE & THE ULTRASONICS/
TRACEY SCIENCE

Big Dave & the Ultrasonies will pet-
form 6-9 pm Thursday, Apral 11, at the
208 § Furst. Ann Arbor Tra.
cey Scwence will perform 9.30 pm. to
For information, call $95-8555

® DOP (HARVEY)
Bop (Harveyt will perform Thursday,

“Ape 11, at Rack's Cafe. 611 Church, Ann

Arbor Furafurmation. catl 5262747

® RALPH & ALAN FRANXLIN &
POETS

Ralpk & Alan Franhun & Poets will
performoan a benefil for VOW ivictims of
wars Thursday, Apnil 11, 3t Alvin's, 5756
Cass avtens from WSU Detrait For i
furmat eI

® SKINHORSE
Smhore wdl perform with Tosie
B Syndrame Thursday, Apnil 11, at 3D
b i Main, narth of 12 Mile,
n.nx ok Far infarmation, call 585,
fan

® FRONT 242 -
Feunt "12 will perform Foday, April
in Quarter, 3067 K Grand,
13 are 31650 1n advance
i, eall 3733777
® HARMS WAY

Harme Way wil perform with guests,
Theugst Industry Friday

Deec-Lite will perform Mon-
day through Wednesday,
Apri! 8-10, at Industry in Pon-
&

arcn T going L BICATAS N ST e
ative  ground. but the song Is fun
enough so 1t doesn’t seem to really
matter,

The second song, “I Don't Know,”
also sounds preity retro — but In
this casc more along the lines of the
Zombies. The haunting intro alone
makes the song worthwhile. It's a
weird mixture of a heartbeatish
sound, muted, faraway vocals and
the hike. The 'vocals on this tune are
also notable, plus they're comples
mented. with same fine, barely no-
ticeable vocal harmonies

“One Nite” begins the first slde of
the album [t also deals with the
problem of getting the girk. Tt begins
with @ guy lusting after =ald gicl
Then the girl takes the guy's hand
and it appears that things might

But it wouldn't be a rock and roll
song Il getting the girl were that
easy, so the gt decides to walk
away and the guy is left singing his
mournful ode Too bad. Anyway. lit-
tle guitar flourishes add a touch of
the Byrds to the sad tale.

“It She Knew™ follows the same
guy just {sn't scoring with the babes
theme. In this case, though, the nar.
rator seems to have had enough of
trying to decipher the man and wom-
an problem. He concludes, “love
Stinks,” appropriately enough, for
someone wha has been so unlucky
with the chicks

Luckily for the listener, the music
of the Incurables makes their often
pretty silly lyriex forgiveable.

) — Jilt Hamlton
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Juanita McCray will perform
Friday, April 12, at The Attic
in Hamtramck.

@ SURKING CIRCLE

Butning Circle, featuring Sllver Bullet
member Drew Abbott, will perform Fri-
day, April 12, at Alvin's, 5756 Caxms,
across from WSU, Detroit. For informa-
tion, call 8322255,

@ GRADY HAZY —\

Grady Hary will perform with Trust-
fund and Weeping Rachel Friday, April
12, ai Paycheek's Lounge, 2932 Caniff,
off Jos. Campau, Hamtramck. For Infor-
mation, call l7l 0254

» MASS REVOLUTION

Mass Revolution will perform wm-
guests, Hungry So Angry, Friday, April
12,-at Finney's Pud, 3985 Woodward,
near Alexandrine, Detroit. For informa-
tiots, call 831-8070

@ URBATIONS

Urbations will perform Friday, Aprll
12, al Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Ar-
bor. For snformation, call 996-2747.

® TANJENT IMAGE

Tanjent Image will perform Friday,
April 12, at Lili's, 2930 Jacob, Ham-
tramck. For infermation, call 875-8555.

® TRACEY LEE & THE LEONARDS

Tracey Lee & the Leonards will per-
form Friday: April 12. at the Blind Pig.
208 S. Furst, Ann Arbor. For information,
cali 996-8555

® JAMES WAILIN BLUES BAND

James Wailin Blues Band will pecform
Friday and Saturday, April 1213, at
Moby Dicks, 5452 Schacfer, Dearborn.
For information, call $81-3650.

® ALL STAR JAZZ BAND
The Detroit All Star Jazz Band will
perform Friday and Saturday, April 12-
13. at Bird of Paradise, 207 S- Ashley,
Ann Arbor. For information, cal) §62-
€30
@ YUATLE ISLAND STRING QUARTET
Turtle Island String Quartet will per-
form Friday, April 12, at the Majestic

Theatre, 4140 Woodward, near Warren °

Avenue. Detroit. Fer information, cali
£13-9700 .

@ JUANITA MCCRAY

Juznita McCray will perform Friday,
Apnil 12, at The Attic. 11667 Jos. Cam-
pav. Hamiramek. For tnformation, call
3654194

& LUCKY DOGS
icky Dogs, Trash Brats and Jimmy
Banes & the Graverobbers will perform
Friday, Apnl 12, at Alwvin's, 8756 Cass,
actess from WSU, Detroit. For informa-
Lor. call 832-2355

@ INSIDE QUT

Inside Out wll perform with guests,
The Exceptions, Satyrday, April 13, at
Pascheck s-Lounge, 2932 Canifl. off Jos
Gampau. HamtrameX. For snformation.
ali 8740258

® COMMUNITY CONCERT

Farth Community Concert and Coffee
House will Lake place 730 pm. to 2 am.
Friday, April 12 at the Bumingham Uni-
tanian Church, 651 Woodward, north of
Lane Pine Road Prrformers include Mi.
chael Gramlich, Atomic Veteran, Char-
lotte Garner with Cindy Lowrie. acoustic
music, Foadly Cotlod. electric folk and
paycho rock. Gesturr, original instrumen-
tal rock. Last Hippy Band, rock'n’roll
Rarhed Wire Playpen. hardcore rock and
poetry The show is 3 benefst for Organt-
zauon for the Advancement of Eaviron
mental Health Admisvon 18 $5 For tn-
formation, call 5§1.8852

® STEVE GOANALL & THE BLUE
COLLAR BAND

Steve Gornall & the Blue Collar Rand
will perform Friday and Saturday, April
1213, at_the Other End Lounge. SBSS
Monroe, Taylor For information, call
2785340

® JR.WELLS
Jr Wells will perform with The Motor

Cuty Blues Project Saturday, April 13, at

the Majestic Theatre, 4140 Woodward,

near Warren Road. Delroit. For (nforma:

tron. call 833.9700 :

® GANGSTER FUN

Gangster Fun will perform Salurday,
i1 13, 2t Saint Andrew’s Hall, 431 E
Congrew, Detrait For information, call

LOCAL

lere are 10 albums receiving aie play
on “The Cotting Fdge.” which 18 heard T
pm Wwlam mghtly on CIMX-FM AT

Sehon) of Fish,” Sebool of Fish

“Heal Lafe.” Simple Minds

Out of Tame,” RLEM.

Internativnal . Material Tysue
Taw Yoath

1

1

4

& “Tame Yoursell,”
& MO

)

Unreal World,” The Godfatbers

* Camming Dows,” Dantel Ash

10 “They Fat Their Young.” They Fat
“Thelr Young

o

Here are the Top-10 songs on “Detroit
Mustc Scene,” which is heard 45 pm.
Sundays on WDTR-FM 909

&anl(‘m()n" Generals

!‘ne Seed,” David Brian

yday Is a Holidsy,” Dave Rave

“Rag Full of Bones,” Grady Hazy
“God Drove Up,” Soa of Sam

“Sercnity,” Thirsty Forest Animals

"Children,” Ra,
“She Sald," In Autsms . . -
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