'Fires down in 1990, but dollar loss up
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Fires tn Farmingten Hllls in 1990
decreased, but total dollar Joss and
damage as a result skyrocketed be-
cause of the Orchard Rldge "Plaza

** fire that gutted offices and the well-
known Roman Terrace restaurant,

“With the exception of that one
firc we had an incredible reduction
of dollar loss and fires,” F:
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Hills flre Chief Richard Marinucct
sald. “In comparison to the number
of buildings we have here and the in-

- creased population, it's amazing it's
{hat low."

Firelighters tn 1990 respended to
323 fires, compared (o 398 In 1989.
That's an 18.8 percent decrease. But
dollar damage from fire totaled $3.1
milion. The Feb. ¢, 1990 fire at the

. Orchard Ridge Plaza, on the north-
east corner.of 12 Mile and Orchard

Lake roads, %as a $2.2 million loss .

or 73.1 percent of the total fire loss
40199

The only other fire resulting in
more than $150,000 damage was at
Drakes Crossing Condominiums,
27834 Orchard Lake Road, two days
after the Roman Terrace fire. Other
than these two big fires, total fire
loss in 1990 was $757,456. Only cight
{ires exceeded $25,000 damages.

DESPITE THE two large fires,
firc loss per capita remalns less than
the state average. Including the Orc-
hard Ridge Plaza fire, per caplta
loss was $42,66, and $12.52 cxcluding
that blg fire. The 1980 state average

- was $33.39. In 1980, the per capita
loss from fire in Farmington Hills
was $45.18.

“Reporting is much more accu-
rate now. And when you compare
losses with other communities, you
have to consider the value of proper-
ty in Farmington Hills,” Marinucel
said. .

The total fire loss in 1990 can be
further broken down between prop-
erty loss to the actual structure and
contents. Property loss iolaled $1.8
million and contents, $1.2 milllon.

Fire officials attribute the de-
crease in fires, particularly the serl-
ousness of. fires, to the department’s
fire prevention education programs
as well as Installation of smoke
alarms and sprinkling systems.

“We take a proacﬂvc stance. ’l”hc
number of

- grams that

F. Hills ghters
will respond to an cmergency In
just Icss than six minutes. But the
city’s road network, partleularly
winding roads through subdivi-
sions, make it difficult to further
reduce response time.

“It would be difficult to reduce it
as things are sct up now. Geograph-

can't get to very fast. It akes a long
time to get a truck through the
winding streets,” fire Chiel Rich-
ard Marinucei sald.

The department’s combination
system wlith 16 full-dtme employ-
ees and 91 paid-callback fire-
{ighters, who are called ‘In when
there is an emergency — day or
nlght, also make it difficult to re-
duce the response time.

“You're relying on volunieer
tirefighters. It will take them a
ceuple minutes to get to the statlon

ically, there's. certaln places you. .

Fire response time can't
be cut further, chief says

from wherever they are and get to
the trucks,” Marinucei sald.

THE DEPARTMENT'S average
response time in 1990 was 5.99
minutes. That's an average for the
four stations, including 6.35 min-
utes for station 1 on Nine Mile: 6.26
mindies for station 2 on Middle-
belt; 5.07 minutes for station 3.0n
Wheeler; and 6.3 for statlon 4, fire
headquarters on Drake,

“People have oversimplified re-
‘sponse times. You have to deal
with the total reaction time in an
emergency,” Marinuccl said,

Total response time Includes the
time someone takes (o discover a
fire, for example, as well as the
time it takes for the person to noti-
y emergency personnel, “A lot of
respense time is perception,” he
said.

Butl there are ways to reduce
that “front-end response time."”
Smoke detectors, sprinkling sys-
tems and the 911 gmergency sys-
tem hetp, Marinucet said.
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Farmington Hills
Fire Incident Breakdown
Comparing 1890 figures to 1989

Fires 398

Nen-Fite [naigents
3,558

Fires 323

Non-Fire Incidents
3,622

— Totat Alarms in 1989 - 3,956 |-

L{ Total Alarms In 1990 - 3,945 |
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than 300 fice safety cducation pro-
rcached more than
16,000 peaple.

While fires decreased In 1990,
£mergency runs Inereased. Medicat
cmergencies — the fire department
is the community’s Is the first to re-
spond to cmergencies — foppe
1,868 compared to 1,763 In 1989.
Personal injury accidents, however,
decreased from 464 in 1989 1o 430 in
1990,

MEDICAL EMERGENCIES and
personal injury accidents together
account for more than half of the de-
partment's total 3,945 incidents or
runs. Some of the increases In medi-
cal emergencies is due to the aging
of the community, deputy Chief Pe-
ter Baldwin said.

Consider that of the emergency re-
sponses, 251 were to the city's four
senior adult facllitles, including De-
troit” Baptist Manor, Grand River

but flres are going dnwn That tells
me this aggressive fire prevention ts

having an impact,” Marinucci said. |

In 1990, firefighters conducted more

Bryant to
“‘Choices’

Anne L. Bryant, executlve direc- ’

. tor for the American Association of
University Women, will be the key-
note speaker at the fifth 1

Village of F. Hills; Ameri-
can House of Farmington and Mar-
lon Oakland West.

“People are staying in their homes
lungcr before entering a nursmg

speak at
seminar

As executive director of the
AAUW since 1986, Bryant heads a
100-member staff in Washington,
DC. i ing- policies to ad-

“Choices” Seminar on Thursday,
April 18, 21 Farmington High School.

Co-sponsored by the AAUW Farm-
inglon Branch and the Farmington
Public Schools, the seminar is almed
at students in grades 4-8 and thelr
parcnts, and is designed to stimulate
interest in science, math and com-
puter careers at an carly age.

Bryant will speak a1 645 pm
about the results of the recent
AAUW poll on girls’ sclf-esteem

vance eqixily for women, education,
lifelong learning and positive socie-
tal change.

1n addition to her administrative
duties, she testifies before the US.
Congress, advocating  equity  for
women and girls in cducation, the
workplace and family.

She is currently vice chair of the
National Coalition for Women and
Girls in Education,

heme or convalescent center. We are
getting more calls now to assist
these peaple,” Baldwin said.

- The fire department has three am-
bulances that are used in conjunction
with those offered by the Novi-based
CEMS ambulance service, which
provides an ambulance dedicated for
use specifically in Farmington Hills.

When [firefighters arent fighting
fires or maklng emergency medical
runs, some people may ask how they
are spending their time. First of all,
the fire department has only 16 full-
time employees. Ninety-one [fire-
fighters are what are called paid-
called backs, meaning they respond
10 tire and emergencies when called
from their homes or jobs.

“Despite the vast array of services
we provide, we find there is still the
old public perception that we sit
around the station and wait for
fires,” Baldwin sald.

That's not true, he added. In addi-
tion to training, including live burns
where firefighiers are exposed to ac-
tual fire conditions, firefighters con-

Anne Bryant
AAUW director

A Breath of Life

Fnrminglon'Hilln city employecs are learning
how fo save a life thanks lo city firetighters
who for the second consccutive year are
Icuchmg cmplnyecs hnw to pedarm car-

nique a Iry, lead instructor Lt: Mike Garr
{lefl), employeces Dennis Randt, Elsie Price,
Bill Paquetle, Leonard Chapman, Madeline
Gemolns and co-instructor nnd tirclighter
. Gordon Borwick watch.

While bmploycc Jnck Klain gives the tech-
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duct inspections, totaling 913 in
1990. They include the routine annu-
al inspections of businesses, pew
construction, plan reviews, Depart-
ment of Social Services inspections,
final and temporary building ap-

vals, hazardous materials Inspec-

“ave oA

tions, special - occupancies  inspec-
tions and complainis.

“During the inspéction process,
personne? become familiar with the
occupancies  within their district
which they are cxpected to protect,”

according to the nnnu-’ll fire rupon.

Senior
citizens
attend
free

Pass available
for school events

People 60 or older who live in
the Farminglon School District
may now attend student-per
formed plays. concerts and home
athletic events free with a com-
plimentary pass from the district.

Designated Farmingten Com-
tnunity Education classes are
alse discounted with the new
pass.

Scniors may obtain passces at
several locations throughout
Farmington and Farmington
Hills, including:

® Any elementary, middle or
high school office.

® The LewisSchulman Admin-
istrative Center, 32500 Shiawas-
see, between Power and Farm-
ingtlon roads. R

e Farmington Community
school, 30514 Shiawassee at the
corner of Tuck.

@ City of Farmington Hlils
Special Services Department, in
city hall at the corner of 11 Mile
and Orchard Lake.

@ The Senior Adult Center at
Mercy Center, 38500 11 Mite
Road,

¢ The Farmington-Farming:
ton Hills Community Center,
Farmington Road north of 10
Mile.

® The Farmington-Farming-
ton Hills Chamber of Commerce,
33411 Grand River, in downtown
Farmington,

® Both branches of the Farm-
ington Community Library: 23550
Liberty in downtown Farmington
and 32737 W. 12" Mile, between
Orchard Lake and Farmington
roads,

The district will send a calen-
dar of coming events to cardhold-
ers periodically throughout the
year.
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