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New circuit judges quickly get the hang of it

By Jnnlco Brunson
statf wriler .

Keen judicial professlopallsm,
marked by competence, thorough
prcplullon and occasionzl wit, best

describes court decorum establlshed
by judges Deborah Tyner and Rudy
. Nichols, Oakland County's newest

Elected mt November in a tough
race for two newly created judicial
posltions In Oakland County Circuit
Court, Tyner of Franklln lnd Nichols
of Waterford Township have been on
the job since January,

During - recent busy Wednesday
morning sessions, both displayed

ness well before noon. In separate
comments later, both talked about
the new job,

“Quite honestly, I'm very comfort-
able In the position. I've adjusted
quickly,” said Tyner, a former

. Wayne County assistant prosecutor

who carned a law degree from the

el

D.

cool In with
reult judges. bulging caseloads, completing busi-

y of
Nlchols, a lawyer who previously

home in her courtroom,

Tyner, the y
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Oakland Counly Circuit Court judge, already feels thoroughly at
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served as a stale representative and
state senator, said the job has more
than met his expectations, “I had a
hunch it would be stimulating and in-
teresting. It is, on a weekly basis.”

IT'S 904 AM. on motion day in
Nichols' courtroom on the fourth
floor of circult court. Of some 51
cases assigned himi this Wednesday
mornlng, he ls already on case three,

“In the Interest of time,” he ad-
vises attorneys representing oppos-
ing cllents, 'you reach an agreement
and come back (before the court) lat-
er today.”

A similar circumstance arises Ina
later case. “It's a question of time.
I'm saylng this bemusingly, but have
we reached a Jevel of civility yet or
are we going to fight it out?”

To a long-winded attorney: “I've
read your brief. Is there any addi-
tional Informatlon?”

In court on the second floor, Tyner
tnoves cases along with similar
speed, deftly handling a minor twlst
in a complex medical malpractice
suit againsi the estate of a dece:
defendant.

The prosecution wants pames and
addresses of the deceased’s adult
chlildren. Defense argues providing
such information is “dolng the prose.
cution’s work™ and then clalms the

" information is unknown. |

“Is that just a statement for the
record,” Tyner asks, “or is it truly
burdensome?” She then orders the
Information be turned over, *If It's
readily avallable. Make a reasonable
cifort to obtain it. That'’s Implic!l In
my order.”

While Tyner and Nichols dlsplny
similar judiclal style, personal style
differs markedly.

NICHOLS, PERHAPS shaped by
seven years experience [n elected
public office, i3 outgoing and easy to
talk with.

Tyner, in press interviews, care-
fully what she does say.
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Both speak of heavy case foads,
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Rudy Nichols has found his move (rom the state Legislature to
the county bench entirely stimulating.

Tyner is more formal. “The heavl-
ness of the docket is troublesome.”

Nichols is casual. "It's a lot. I
waork some cvenings and always half
the day on Saturday. I'm busy all the
time, going lickety split. You do the
best you can, what you can. Just chip
away atit.”

Each Oak!and circuit judge Is as-
signed an estimated 2,000 cases an-
nually, the highest judge-to-case ra-
tio in the state, according to Chief
Circuit Judge Steven Andrews.

Any new judge positions under
consideration?

Tyner refuses to-answer, saying
she (s not the appropriate person to

. ask. Nichols readily acknowleges

there is speculation about two new
positions. Andrews confirms be is se-
riously considering such a request
from Oakland County commission-
ers for the 1994 elections,

Tyner would not revisit the 1950
election in which she .and Nichols
received top votes in a field of four
candidates. Done and over, she said.
Nichols, however, said that of the
seven campaigns he has waged (two

for state Senate and four for state
House), this was by far “the hardest,
a real ¢liff hanger.”

“1 WAS FIGHTING the perception
1 was a bard core Republican in a
non-partisan race.” He also fearcd
the race because “attorneys fight
hard." Nichols narrowly beat out at-
torney Thomas Brennan who placed
third. District Judge James Sheehy
placed fourth.

Tyner, who came tn first, cam-
paigned on a platform of tough jus-
tice and outspent her opponents by
nearly double. At 35, she was the
youngest candidate.

Chief circult judge Andrews said -

Tyner and Nichols are “assets to the
bench. They are conu'ibullng mere
than { ever Imagined.” Each, he add-
ed, is cmerging as a judicial leader.

He has appointed both to special
projects aimed at modernizing the
circuit court system in an effort to
speed up case disposition, a neces-
sary move because “we are receive
ing néw cases at an increasing
pace.”

Oakland bench busy, efficient

Newly. released figures for 1990
show the Oakland County Circuit
Court remains one of the busiest in
the state.

- ® More than 29000 new cases
were filed — a 4 percent Increase
aver 1969, And of those cases, more
than 7,800 were criminal cases.

® The court disposed of 31278
cases in all, with each of the 14 judg-
s averaging about 2,230 dispositions
!o( the }ear

. Cases more umn lwo years old
dropped 13 percent to 387,
® The court conducted 507 jury

trials, a 3 percent increase over

1989, Of these, 349 were criminal tri-
als, an increase of 16 percent.

Cases for 1991 have been redistri-
buted to include the two judges add-

* ed to'the bench — Deborah Tyner

and Rudy Nichols.
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