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raining . . . and the school board can-
didates are platting strategy and hunt-
ing votes for that big Monday, June 10.

The filing deadline was Monday and there are
races in the Farmington and Clarenceville sclmol
districts.

But, before the rhetoric gets too steamy and
the politics too thick in this election stew, let’s
make one thing perfectly clear:

Any school board

School races
Lines we’d rather not hear

. - W ERE IT IS the month of April. The cro-
. cuses are popping up, it’s probably

education” slogan is the incumbent’s familiar
line, "Everything is just peaches-and-creamt
perfect, Re-elect me and I'll keep it that way."”.

Somehow, we don't think we'll be hearing that
one too much this year in the Farmington Dis-
trict. where a millage failure in February has
split the community inlo kateful factions.

The millage going down in flames, combined
with massive cuts in state aid to local schools,
has resulted in drastic cuts in the program.

And, challengers, gird yourselves for a tough
or two il you come on with that lmc,

challenger, who says, “I'm interested in qunhly
.edecation for our Kids,” or anything close to it,
. ean just about kiss off our endorsement.

OI course you're interested in quality educa-
tion for the precious kiddies. Arent ‘we all?
That’s almost a given.

Now go figure a way to pay fur that quality
education in this atmosphere of an open-handed
schoal establishment and lxght-hsled voters and
umle gmr.-rnmcnts :md you're our kind of candi-

dat
JL'ST AS STUPID as the old “I'm-for- -quality-

O DETROIT Edison, our electric utility, is
coming out to Farmington's Flanders El-
ementary this week to give a presentation

on lrees.

trees, talking about the benefits of trees, listing
products made from trees. . , and, oh yes, possi-
bly giving instruction in the use of a chainsaw on
trees.

Not to be flippant about this — we're sure the
youngsters will enjoy the program and we're
happy Edison puts it on — but the irony of Edi--

hasn't escaped us. We wonder if Mary Judge was
invited to Flanders. ~
Judge is a Farmington Hills resident who be-

HERE ARE many unanswered questions,
but we encourage Wayne County Exec-
utive Edward McNamara in his efforts
to keep the Detroit Tlgcrs downtown,

Kcuplng the Tigers in Detroit is in everyone’s
best interest.

It’s in the best interest of the city. Losing the
major league -baseball team would severely
damage Detroit's redevelopment.

It's in best interest of the suburbs. Keeping the
Tigers in the city would go a long way toward
halting urban sprawl.

It’s in the best interest of fans. Downtown De-
troit is easily accessible, even from the most far-
flung corners of our sprawling metropolitan re-
gion. The objective is to show Tiger management
it's in thelr best interest, too.

McNamara is trying to de just that. Armed
with county bonds, McNamara is trying to con-
vinee the Tigers to remain in the city.

The county executive is promoting an ambi-
tious plan that would tie stadium development to
redevelopment in its surrounding neighborhood.

Thus far, many details remain enexplained.

It isn't known whether Tiger Stadium would
remain, or whether the Tigers would move to a
new stadivm elsewhere in the city.

Likewise, it isn’t entirely known how the
project would be financed.

But based on what we've heard to date, we be-
lieve McNamara is on the right track.

Several years ago, before any stadium plans
had been pmpo\cd we strongly v.-xpreswl[ our
preference for private financing. That is still our
preference.

But we realize this isn't a perfect world. Even
it the Tigers were to move somewhere clse —
Washtenaw County, for instance -— it's extreme-
ly likely public money would be used to expand
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son talking up trees in the Farmingten area -

“We have to live up to our fiscal responsibility.

Those kind usually shut up {or start to nium-
ble) real quick when you ask exactly Jtowr we can
live up to our fiscal and cducational respunsi
ties at the same time,

*No, this is the 1990s in Michigan where, éduca-
tionally speaking, the suburban “haves™ have
less, and those who can do for themselves had
better start, It is, unfortunately, a time for doing
more with less,

Please, candidates, tell us how to make it hap-
pen.

Is Edison a tree—lover’?

came incensed when an Edison crew hacked up |
some 50-year-old trees that she loved. She said
she complained to Edison and got little sympa-

- thy.
Let's see, the Edison folks will be planting

Hers was one complaint about none-too-care-
ful tree trimming that goes on out here. There
were others. .

Edison trims trees it fears will cause power
outages when branches fall on electric lines. It
would scem that trees are the bane of the exis.
tance of Detroit Edison or any other outfit that
sirings wires arcoss the land.

Yet, here is Edison speaking of the wonders of
trees to our children. We're happy they're here,

-but sometimes we have trouble hearing the talk
. over the buzz of the chainsaws,

Striking out

Urban sprawl feeds on move

Keeping the Tigers in Detroit is in
everyone's best interest. The
objective is to show Tiger
management it's in their best
interest, too.

roads and add water and sewer lines.
The end result, more urban sprawl, is hardly in
the best interest of our region.

The financing plan promoted by McNamara,
using a ticket surcharge and, possibly, a hotel/
motel Lax appears a lesser evil.

‘That doesn’t mean we have no concer bout
using public financing for stadium construction
or renov ik

We know its truck record isn't good.

Toronte’s new Skydeme is alrcady running
heavily in the red. even thaugh its turnstiles have
been whirling with a record number of baseball
fans. Likewise, the sorry tale of the PPonliac
Silverdome hardly needs retelling. '

MciNamara, however, has buill his career on
fiscal responsibility, on balancing connty budgets
after years of debt.

At least to this point, it appears unlikely he
would risk sending the county back inte debt —
even for a project as important as this.

So, in baseball terms, we're giving MeNamara
the signal to swing away.

He might strike out.

But he just might kit a home run -
city, for the fans and for our region.

for the

Insurers must cover adoptees

mittee have-a.chance to help Michigan
make good on President George Bush's
- pledge to promote adoption over abortion,
The Michigan House of Representatives has
passed three bills sponsored by Rep. Maxine
Berman, D-Southfield, to remove an impediment
1o adoption. The bills would require health insur-
crs to cover adopted children the day they enter
their new homes — the same as birth children. -
Currently, health insurers require a one year
waiting period after an adoptee enters the home.
They also deny coverage for pre-existing medi-
cal conditions for adoptees, although children
born to the family are covered. All kids should be
treated the same — and will be, if Berman's bilts

STATE SCVATORS IN lhc Commerce Cnm-

pass the Senale.

adop

“special needs™ — emotionally or physically.im-
paried, minorities, siblings that aieed to be adopt-
ed together. it doesn't follow that those kids will
be medically fragile — Just a few,

"One-fourth of couplu (" children mlh

Where they are adopted in well-1o-do suburbs
or rural areas where medical services are
scarce, it may be difficult to find a practitioner
who accepts Medicatd patients.

House Bills 4119-21 are back in the Senate
Commerce Committee where, in the 1990 shuffle,
similar bills died. Hopefully his panel will get
them passed with bipartisan supporl. N

Our leaders may disagree on tax cuts and
spending, but they aught to agree that adoption is
good. Especially for kids.

i)
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Federal tax cut game
hurts states’ budgets

QUESTION: Is our state budget
crisls unique to Michigan?

Answer: Nope, Lots of ather states
arc in big trouble. In fact, some ex-
perts say that today's natlonal, state

“-and local budget crises are the worst

since the Great Depression,

Question: Michlgan's budget Is
$1.1 billlon In the hole, according to
Gov. John Engler. Is Michigan's cri-
sis worse than other states?

Answer: Not at all. Michigan is
only one of a dozen states where the
1991 shortfall is more than 10 per-
cent of the total budget, Others: Call-
fornla, Massachusetts, - Maryland,
Flortda, Pennsylvania, New Jersey,
Mississippi, New York. Rhode _Is-
land, Virginta and Connceticut.

Question: How did things get like
that?

Answer: Ah! There's a good one.

A PARTIAL answer, of course, is
the recesslon, which has cut tax re- -

' ceipts over all.’ But there’s another

very Important cause; one that-most
politicians  in “ashmgwn - would
rather keep hidden.

What really.happened in the 1980s
was a federalstate tax cut shell
game in which the states came out
losers.

Here's how: Under the spedl of
Reagan rhetoric, Congress cut in-
come tax rates, especially for those
with big incomes. Then the pea of
raising taxes to pay the bills was qui-
ctly switched from the feds to state
and local gavernment.

The top federal income tax rate
dropped from 70 percent in 1981 to

What really happened
in the 19808 was a
federal-state tax cut
shell game in which’
the states came out
losers.

31 percent this -year. Meanwhlle,
state and local taxes soared from 17
percent of national Income to 19 per-
cent. Last year's total state-local tax
revenue exceeded federal recelpts.

To muke matters worse, the feds
kept dumplng program requlre-
ments on the states but refused to
fund them. Take Medlcaid, which
belps pay for health care for the
poor. Medicaid took §3 of every $100
that Michigan spent In 1970, while It
could take as much as $15 this year.
But the feds contribute no more.

And you wondered why the tax-
payer revolts are taking place In the
states! Engler knows. His last-min-
(ue tax scare TV ads played a role in
defeating former Gov. James Blanc-

ard.

WAIT, THERE'S more.

Not only were taxes shified from
federal to state and local units dur-
ing the 1980s, but there was also a
change in incidence. That's a polile
way of saying the mlddle class and
poor were gored while the rich made
ot good.

Why? Because the federal income
tax — the one that decreased — is
basically progressive: The more you

carn, the higher percentage you pay.
But state and local taxes — on prop-
erty and sales, for example ~— arc
regressive. They fall as hard or
harder on the poor. .

Result: a massive, largely uhnot-
Iced shift'in tax policy In America
over the past 10 years. Taxes have
shifted from federal to state and lo-
cal, have Increased everall and have
become more regressive.

This ia the real reason why Gov.
Engler is so vulnerable to charges
that he's “mean spirited” in his
budget proposals. Not enly is he pro-
posing to cut back on a large range
of human services such as job traln-
ing and welfare which beneflt the
middle class and poor, but he (s also
in office at a time when national tax
palicy is reopening the old debate
over sticking it to the working peo-
ple while the rich get off casy.

This may not always be apparent
in the daily headlines. But in a state
like Michigan with a populist tradi-
tion where most folks describe them-
selves as "working people.” it spells
long range trouble.

Phit Power is chairman of the
company that owns this newspa-
per. His award-winning column
will appear periodically

from our readers

How would
the money
be spent?

To the editor:

¥ would like to join nthers in the
community who are asking for a de-
fimuve statement as to how the re-
quested eight-year half-mil lax in-
crease - far parks and recreation
would be used,

The conflicting statements report.
«ed sn the Apnl 1 Farminglon Observ-
er makes 1t increasingly important
Wit the ety eouncil make it very
clear as to the inteaded use of these
funds

My own confusion illustrates the
pont. I cannot sce using our tax dol-
lars to create a passive park from
the Peltz-MDOT property.

This would benefit only a few resi-
dents, where sports ficids on the
property would benefit thousands,
{rom participants to spectators,

The best that can be sald of a pas-

provide a beautiful back yard for
residents of Quaker Valley, subsi-
dized by the rest of us in the city.

[ don't want to see why 1ax dollars
spent in that fashion. But how am I
ta vole on the increase? What is City
Council's intent”

[ urge the city council to issue a
statemnent defimng intended use of

Steve Barnaby muraagma editor
Judith Doner Berne
Dick Isham’ g
Mark Lewis 1
Fred Wright

anaget

A0t Marea ng et

this 1ax Increase so that the people

in the’ communily can determine

whether to vole fur or against the
proposal

Kenneth F. Perrin,

Furmlington Hills

Say ‘yves’ to
park millage

To the cditor:

The May 7 election will be another
opportunity for the voters of Farm-
ington Hitls to stand behind the city
motto — “Tradition and Progress.”

1 am a resident of the community
of Farmington Hills, and 1 stress
community becau community is
where  peaple i work, go to
scheol, shop, interact with  each
ather and pursue therr

In my opinion, the
squeaky wheels in th
who
trees.

1f you want te commune with na-
ture, Were are a aumber of fédera),

afew
community
annot see the forest for the

“[sree park-im this area-ts-that it would—nte- and-melro parks in the arvi.

They are set aside for the purpose of
maintaining thelr pristine nature.
People are encauraged to comemune
with pature there

The pristine nature of Farmington
Hhills was compromised with the first
human seltlements. [t has now blos.
sutned inlo a comtuunity for buman
ble

—— Obseruer & Eccentric Newspapers

Suburban Commun ¢ aborne,
Philip Power ¢t
Richard Aginian ¢
e of advertinng

reciar of craulanan .

The parks “commission over the
years has proven that it can develop
a plan and unplement that plan to
best suit the needs of the majority of
the communily.

The new master plan was c]cnrl\
developed as aresult of many
months of community input, not just
a whim of the comnussioners

The squeaky wheels are entitled to
their opitions, but the silent majori-
ty helped develop the master plan. Tt
s time t allow the commissioners
to do the Job they were apparnted to
do

[n Uhe best tnlerest of the comemu-
mty, vole yes for the parks millage
renewal on ¥ ay 7.

Richard Smiglelski,
Faemington Nilts

Opinions are
to be shared

Subnutting a fetter to ihe ed
1tor for publicahon s easy. Lets
ters shouid - be- 1y TrRTTIen ol
printed tegebly and kept to 300
words Letters must be signed
tanclyde (he address of the
sor

Letters should be mared to
the editor, The Famminglon
Obserser, 21898 Farmington
Aoad, Farminglon 48336
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