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Lawmakers unmoved by Iure of retirement windfall

. AP == A’decade ago,.lhen-Rep,
James. Blanchard spared his Demo-
cratic colleagues considerable agony
by leaving Congress lo run for gov-
crnor.

The 1980 Census had decreed that
Mtichigan would lose one House seat,
and Blanchard's departure made It
casy for the state Leglslature to
craft new districls without pitting
Incumbents against each ather.

Now the task is doubly difficult:
by 1992 the map must be redrawn to
reflect the state’s Joss of anether two
scats. And this time none of the 18
House members appears willing to
step aside.

“Nobody's veoluntecring,” said an
alde to one of the senior Michlgan
lawmakers, *Whoever leaves will go
kicking and screaming.”

Ordinarily, members of Congress
wanting ta keep their jobs would be
about as surprising as, say, the sun

rising In the morning. These folks try

to entrench themselves so firmly
that palential apponents wil| decide
it's mot worth the trouble to chal-
lenge them.

Even so, It had beed widely prc
dicted that - dozens fof veteran
lawmakers would hea (ur home be.
h tak

lllm clected fn 1982 and Isn't ellgi-

Why Isn't anyone tahing the mon-
ey and runalng?

Love of the job appears to be the
biggest rcason. Mlchigan's deiega-
tion Is- perhaps the natlon’s most
powerful for lts slze, with three
members —~ John Conyers, D-De-

"troit, John Dingelt, D-Trenton, and

Ford — chalring major committees.

Most of the others hald key commit- |

tee or party leadership posts,

For his breed, the trapplngs of
politics and_government simply are
more alluring than money. Broom-

field, whose office walls are covered

U.S. Rep. William Broomfield, R-
Birmingham, whose office walls are
covered with photographs of himself
with world leaders, relishes being the
top-ranking Republican on the Foreign
Affairs Committee.

with photographs of himself with
world leaders, rellshes being the top-
ranking Republican on the Foreign

Affairs Committee, “I'd still like to

be chairman of the commilttee some
day,” he sald.

BUT DON'T feel too sorry for
your representatives, By the average
American’s standards, they're a long
way from the poor house: Rank-and-
file "House members will carn
§125,100 this year.

And most would have no trouble
carning solid incomes after leaving
Congress. — as lobhyists, tawyers,
teachers, lecturers or business peo-

le.

Finllly, there’s the littte.publi-
cized matter of congressional pen-
stons, They are two to three times
more generous than most in the pri-
vate -seclor, according to the. noa-
partisan National Taxpayers Unton.

The group estimates that pensions
will make rnillicnaires of 254 eur-
rent representatives and 77 senators.
The study was based en the lawmak-
ers' age, length of service and life

ancy according .to standard
tables dsed by the jnsur-
ance indurtry,
- If the study is accurate, Conycrs
conld expeet to receive $3 million in
Tetirement benefits il he retired in
1993. 'Ford likely would take In
around $2.3 million, Eight others
probahly would lop the §1 milllon
threshold.

Retire? This crowd is Just gettlng___
started.

T

fore—a t—barring
House tembers [rom pocketing
their unspent political funds

UNDER THE law, any member
who was elected before 1980 and
quits before 1993 can keep whatever
was in his catnpaign Kitty at the end
of 1989.

Twelve of Michigan's 18 House
members are eligible for this finan-

. clal windfall. Leading the way is 34-

year veteran Rep. William Broomi-
{ficld, R-Birmingham, who could
Keep $655,652 if he retired.
. Broomfield’s district stretches
{from Rochester to Farmington and
tncludes Troy and the Birmingham/
Bloomfield area.

Other Michigan cligibles are Reps.
Willlam 'Ford, - D-Taylor, $223,618,
and. Carl Pursell, R-Plymouth,
§154,564,

Ford's district includes southern
Livenia, Westland Garden City and
Canton. Pursel¥'s district includes
northern Livonia, Plymouth and
Plymouth Township.

Sander Levin, D-Southfield, was

Broomfield
gets new post

U.S. Rep. William Broomficld, R-
Birmingham, has been elected a co-
chairman of the bi-partisan Natjonat
Security Caucus.

The Michigan Hepublican is also
serving as a ca-chairnian of the Coas
lition for Desert Storm which "was
organized by the caucus to welcome
US. troops home [rom the Persian
Gulf. The coalition is a broad-based
alliance or organizations and promi-
aent individuals supporting a bi-par-
tisan -in defense and foreign policy
outfook,

“1 was especially pleased that our
nation remained steadfast behind the
young men and women in our armed
furces as they and cur United Na.
tions allies fulfilled their historic
mission ta rupul aggression and to
build the basis for a secure pe
Brnumhl‘ld

d

work in the National
aucus will be very produc:
d I am honored my col-
-agues have chosen me for this posis

tion

The National Securty Caucus is
composed of over 200 lawmakers in
the U.S. House and Senate, and is one
of thu largest congressional alliances
on Capitol Hill. The group works on
of defense and foreign

s attributed to his role as
ranking lhpuhhr.m on the House
Foreign Affairs Committee

Broomfield was nominated for the
position by Reps. Bub Michel (R-1L),
Duacan Hunter (R-CA) and William
L. Dickinson (R-AL}. §iis nomination
was upamimously ratified by the 160
Repubhcan fawmakers wha belong
Lo the Natwnal Security Cancus

Channel 56
needs items

‘Donations are sought for the Chan-
nel 56 Auction,

Detroit's public television st
will held the adction fund-raiser
April 12:25. A 900 pumber and
ous home shopping games have been
added

ftems ta be auctioned must be cis
ther brand aew or antique and must
have a retait value of at least $70.
Call the auction ulfice, A76-8350, to

_donate, '

Items alrendy  donated  include
such specially items as lunch with
former Gov. Jaries Blanchard in
Washington, 1) a  handmade
stained  glass le valued at
$16,000 and 10 s of wilderness.

Viewers will alse be able to ac-
quire an express bid number. For
$10, bidders will receive their own
three-digit number allowing them to

atic bids

on will alse feature

s and nights, They include
® Sunduy, April, 14 -~ Art, wine

and antiques day,

 Monday, Apnl 15 ~ Camputers

‘and efectronics night
@ Tuesday, April, 16 — Home and
garden night.

SEARSCHARGE
PURCHASE

NANCE CHARGE" 'TIL JULY

ON ALMOST EVERY ITEM WE SELL STOREWIDE
AND ORDERS PLACED IN OUR CATALOGS
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on cny regular-priced merchandise

or installed-home improvements

with these SearsBucks coupons!
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APPLY NOW FOR A SEARSCHARGE!
RAPID CREDIT MAKES IT FAST AND SIMPLEI
Just show a Sears cashlor
'your major bank
card and a volid ID
Seo storo for delails.
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