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Neeme Jarvi prowdes the indefinable

By Avlndor Zaromp
special writer

Competence and cerrect approach
are taken for granted with an or-
chestra such as the Detroit Sympho-

ny.

While such qualities are desirable
in themselves, they aren’t enough to
make the differcnce between the
mundane and the ccstatic. To
achleve the latter, some extras are
necded, the kind that defy exact defi-
nition.

Music director Neeme Jarvi is one
of a few capable of providing these.
Last week he presented a program
of mustly 20th century works. In the
“eye™ of this hurricane wus the rela-
wve calmness of a Mozart concerto,
with Emanite] Ax as soloist.

Mozart's Concerto K. 488 in A ma-
jor {No. 23) seemed very distant af-
ter the landmark performance of
Stravinsky's “Rite of Spring,” which
drew a standing ovation.

1F, IN retrospect, Mozart's con-
certo scemed anticlimactlc, it wasn't
due 1o any major deficiency on Ax's
part,

ndeed, he shaped the phrases of
this work brilliantly. with a touch

that cenlercd on rather.
than virtuosity, Thls was especially
true in the poignant second move-
ment, which is technlcally simple,
but musically most demanding.

Even the fast clip of the final
movement didn't distract him from
the essence and shape of the' phrases,
rather than with their speed, The
general low level volume of this per-
formance was In line with Mozart's
style. While tame in comparisan to
Ravel's “La Valse” and Stravinsky's
“Rite of Spring.” the impact of this
program wouldn't - have been the
same without such contrast.

IT OPENED with. “Fratres” by
the Estonian composer Arvo Part
{horn in 1935), whose music Jarvi
has championed

This tonal work, which has mini-
malist features in its repetitions of a
simple theme, offers more variety
and stimulation than most sg-catled
"minimalist” works that 1 have
heard and that bore me to death.

Ravel's “La Valse,” a’ reflection
on the old Viennese tradition in the
context of the more furbulent peri-
ods between the two ‘world wars,
scemed to offer less moments of
cquanimity on this occasion than in
most other performances I have
heard.

The initial cloudy texture never
lifted completely except in the mast
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This beautilully preduced volume
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antigue books whether from a histor-
i ar artistic point of view, A trea-
ure
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of overly tight and rigid rein that
tends to inhibit serlausly an other-
wise accurale performante. Yel this
sense af freedom didn't resull ain any
signilicant sense of chaos.

There was, indeed. a discipline
was in this performance. but the
kend that 15 undertaken voluntarily,
mlh\-r than  externally  impos d.

ven in the most lavish and volumi-
n Is passages there was ng out-of-
cuntrol blacing by the brass or noise
fur its awn sake by the pereussions.

»
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