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DSO manager

. By Mary Jlm Dowrr
spocial writer

More striking than his jet black
hatr and the “I'll try anything” look
In hla eyes, Is Mark Volpe's gentle
handshake, lke that of 2 musician,

The now executive dlrector of the
Detroit Symphony Orchestra is a
clarinetiat-turned-lawyer who
prefers business management (o his
Eastman Schoot of Music degree and
his University of Minncsota law de-
gree. °

Volpe, now 33, who enjoys enter-
taining the arﬂsu such as bizarre vi-
ollnist Nigel Kennedy, Is unres-
tratned in his of director

film nostalgle at the Fox Theafre
with the DSO and the “grand” the-
ater organ.

“With popcorn and the whole
works,” he added.

Reallstically, Volpe became rude—
ly aware ol .the challenges that he
faces with the DSO his second day on
the job. Gov. John Engler froze $1
million of the DSO's income. -

That Is less than the 10 percent
projections of the orchestra’s $16
million plus budget, but it comesata
time when the organlzation Is inno-
vatingly attempting to reduce the
accumulated debt of $5.1 milllon
through more attractive concert

Neeme Jarvl and is outspoken in his
ideas about muslc education. Novel
are the surprises he is planning for
the now growlng DSO audiencea.

“We are moving the pops out'to
Pine Knob. thls summer,” he an-
nounced exeltedly. “Looking around
the country, other orchestras plan
thelr summer programs to increase
revenues, We have to do that.”

- HE DROPPED hls next. bomb-
shell. Twelve performances of the
“Nuteracker” were sold out at the
Fox Theatre last winter so he Is talk-
Ing with the Mike Ilitch

"It there had been an exceutive
order a few years ago, I don't know
1f the orchestra eould have survived
It he sald, Now he doesn't seem
worri

Revenues are up 45 percent Lhls
year. Ticket sales are up 28 percent.
The subscription base for the 1990-
91 season is up 17 percent to 19,667,
There have been 15 sell-outs this sca-
son. The next six weeks of concerts
are sold-out for Friday and Saturday
evenings.

VOLPE MAKES his obfectives
clear, “This remalns un-

about & week thls summer of sllenl

der-capitalized.” He intends to sc-

plays an optlmlstlc tune

cure the orchestra's funding.

Next, he said he wants to finish the
backstage component and the lobby
portions of Orchestra Hall adding a
much needed elevator. Third, he will
endow the orchestra to Insure a
more stable future.

“Sure, fricnds said to me ‘why De-

trolt?’ when I came here,” he sald. .

“Desplte the risk, there s a fantastic

Symphony slates cabaret concert

The Livonia Symphnny Orchestra,
under conductor Francesco DiBllasi,
presents its 13th annual cabaret con-
cert, “Suddenly It's Spring at 8
p.m. Saturday, April 13,

The performance will take place
in the activitics center at Madonna
University, 36600 Schooleraft, Livo-

Gnul solam is soprano Julle
Fitzpatrick. Masler of ceremonles 13
Fat Bob Taylor., !

Guest conductors will be Madonna
president Sister Mary Francilene
nnd Ernie Jones, a longlime LSO
supporter.

Sclectlons wilt Include works by
Rimsky-Korsakov, Bizet, Strauss
and Lowe. .

Tickets are $12, tibles of 8 and 10
are available. Tickets arc avallable
at the door,

For tickets, call Ida Krandle, 851-
4524, or Madonna, 521-5044.
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‘Sure, friends said to
me, ‘Why Detroit?'
when I came here.
Desplte the risk, there
is a fantastic up side to
belng here. The
possibilities are
enormous.’
— Mark Volpe
executive director
Detroit Symphony

the business upswing
in Balumore as a result of the Baltl-
more Symphony tour of the Soviet
Union and Europe. “Some of the GM
people told me how the DSO’s Euro-
pean tour was one of thelr most suc-
cessful marketing tools,”

THE '180 rtcﬁrdingx Jarvi has
made ‘In the last few years have
focused " International attention on
the relatlonship of this orchestra and
their new conductor,

Volpe sald Jarvi's arrival ls par-
tleylarly opportune for everyone.

“The relatlonship between a con-
duclor and an orchestra is like a
marrtage. This onc works. T have
never seen an orchestra 20 enam-
oredof a There is no way

up slde to belng here. The possiblll-
tics are enormous.”

Renalssance isn't new to him. He
was asslstant to the executive direc-
tor of the Baltlmore Symphony carly
in the ‘80s during the rejuvenation of
that orchestra.

“The best thing that happened to
that orchestra was for the city to
1ose the (football) Colts,™ he said.

to explain the chemistry. To get him
meant a breakdown of the tradition-
al barriers between labor and man-
agement. The orchesira wanted him.
He is very committed to this orches-
tra."

He held up a fullcolor picture of
the orchestra taken in Orchestra
Hall for the poster for the upcoming
Chandos recording. “This plcture
will be In every major record store
in the Pacific, Europe, South Ameri-
ca. It translates into business for

Michlgan.”

Volpe is planning meelings vrlm
Detroil's Mayor Coleman Young to
strengthen the city’s alliznce wllh
the orchestra.

“I want to let the mayor know

- what the orchestra can do for this

town. Sure we are an elitist organl:
zation. But, that is one side, There
are 25,000 sludents who come to our
young people'’s concerts each year,
There are the benefit concerts llke
the -ones for the Red Cross.and
Desert Storm. The Clvlc Orchestra *
offers coachlng to young musicians.
QOur muslclans volunteer in the De-
troit schools.”

Volpe correlated the decline of the
country's education system with the
decline in music education and
berated the arts community for sit-
ting back and allowing it to happen.
He wants (o strengthen the DSO In-
volvement in music education in the
schools.

“When our funds were frozen, I
got phone calls from every major
newspaper fn the country. The na-
tional press wanis to write the obitu-
ary for this town,” he sald.

So, while they are about to play

'dlrgu, Volpe stays in a “strike up

the band™ mode.

Music fest memories can bring tickets

Shnrc your Mecadow Brook mem-
ries.

[

Wc'm asking our readers to re-
count thetr fondest memories of
the Meadow Brook Musle Festiva),
which brightens the cozy grounds
of Oakland University In Rochester
Hills each summer.

Send your remlniscences about
experiences in the pavilion or on
the hillside to us by Friday, April
19. We'll consider printing them In

the Meadow Brook Music Festlval

special sectlon we'll publlsh Thurs-
day, May 30.

Submisstons will be subject to
editlng, Because of limited space,
please keep your mewmorles to 300
waords or less.

Writers whose special moments

are published will be our guest at
the concert of their choice this
summer.

In submitting your memorles, in-
clude your name, address and day-
time phone number. It’s fine to in-

clude a favorite photo. Just make
sure It will reproduce. We'll gladly
return ft,

Mall your memorles to:

Mcadow Brook Memorles, ¢/0
Special Sections Editor, Editorial *
Department, Qbserver & Ecceatric
Newspapers, 36251 Schooleraft,
Livonta, Mich., 48150.

— Bob Sklar
Assistant managing edltor
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.Fine Homes

Great Lakes Realty

WOODED RAVINE AND BABBLING STREAM! A sorono !mvnq

accompanios this wel cared for homo, Showcasos

firoplaces, garden room, vaulted ceilings, lols of glass nnd

skylights, dock and securily system. Offors 4 badrooms,

over room, 3 baths and much moro! $315,000
50

BLOOMFIELD HII.I.S SCHOOLS\ Impoccabla 4 bod'wrn C&
lonfal has many recent improvomaents. Two newer fumaces,
coatral pir, shingles, Quakermald kitchon with Carian countors.
and remodeled baths. Magnificent vaulted coiling In lamily
room with firoplace that overlooks the solar heated pooll
$299,900 646-6000 01-B-0006 .

STUNNING! Now contemporary in Gerundagut Bay! Loss than
two yoars oid. You'll favo tha soaring, vaulled calings i the
groat room with recessed lighling and a nwblu mopuco
Master bodroom has jacuzzi, sepasate showor and balcon:
Ubrary could be 4th badroom, 2% balha. MUCH, MUCH
MORE. $279,900 851-8100 06-8-5385

WOODED ACRES, Utiimate Farminglon Hills lving. Fosturing
2 0ow Kiichan with skylight, Pantry, deck, 2 il baths, family
100m coutd bo third bedroom, cining t00m. kbrary and new
wolls, Handyman's workshop, Locaiod on a beautiful fane
$199.900 646-6000 01-B-5416

' OPEN SUN. 1. 28375 Summit, Novi. N. of 12 Mila, E. of

Meadowbrook. Charming hillside Ranch situated on aimast 4
acres. Open interior [ealutes 2 firoplaces, country klichan,
budi-ins, walk-out lower Joved with tamily toom, 3 bedroams,
dining room and palio, A private hideaway yol closs 1 ovory.
thing! $199.000 626-9100 02-8-5111

How far you go
in real estate

For more dcmnls call,

David N. Jensen

. (313) 540-7200
N——

depends on where you start.

And why not start at the top?

Join The Prudential Great Lakes Realty,

designed to be one of the most
powerful systems in

real estate

today.

CLASSIC ELEGANCE! Sharp 4 bedroom Farmngton Hills
Colonial offers custom features. Boautdul foyor with spiral
starcase and leaded Fronch doors, 2 master  bedroom
suies, kving room with fucplace, formal dining room, broak-
fast nock and 3'y baths. Crown mouldings, 6 panel doors
and contral aur. $174.900 626-9108 02.B.5568

DINVINGHAM SCHOOLS! Contamparary docor cortas it

- Ihi3 fabulous.home. Featuros tage tamily room with Aatural
fieplace, tomodeled krchen, formal lnnng and dining fooms,
4 bedrooms and 2'4 baths. BnmlmMy landscaped fot with
many flowes! $323,500 689-8900 05-

OPEN SUN. t-4. 24872 Glen Orehard, FH. €. of Farmington

Rd. S. ol 11 Mo, Threa bedroom Ranch fotally updated
insida and oul Qualily appowtments inciude treplaces in the
tving and famiy rooms, Flonda zeom, rec 1oom, 2'4 baths
and walk-out with wet bar. Excellent hilchen, marble foyor,
deck and 2 car atftached garge. $164.900 £26-9100

UPGRADED MODERN DECOR! Beautitut 2 bedioor
Townhouse in Farminglon Hifts. Offers neutral decor with

" ealeNATd 130701 mUNDrs and 2 skykghts - Highlghts. budtin.

SPICO saver closals, vaulled cellings, 0ak cabinels, 0ak an
lucde bannister. Privale entry, mtm and basement. $86,950

113 bath~™

SOFT CONTEMPORARY DECOR! Fresh 3 bedtoom Colonial
in Farmington Rills is captivaning! Newer formica kitchen and
carpot throughout. Spacious intenor offers formal dining
room, rec room and 1'% baths Famiy room with feeplace
overlocks the deck and pavate backyard  Central aur,
$153.,500 626-9100 02.B-5548

. it
QUICKT Don't miss out! Sefler is motrvateg-and s ottenng (e«
" Condo at a bargain price! Noutral contemporary docor with 2

Luge. bedrogms...1'2_baths, Iviag room_fireplace, breakast
000K and privalo entiy. Contral 3 and kitchen apphances
Complox_offers pooi and tennis courls. $79.900 626:9100

SPACIOUS CHARMI This uadmomJ 4 bedroom Colonial will
steal your hean! Located in poputar Farmington Green West,
1his home offers a stone hreplace in the family room. solar
assisted feplace in tho huge master surte, 2nd floor Laundry,
deck and now glass windows. Don't miss This one’ $174.500
851-8100 06-B-0007

HOME SWEET HOME! You't lova thiy 4 b

Farmington Hilts the minute you see ! Offers an updatec
conatemporary kichen. Tho expansive lamiy room with
treplaco opens onto the deck. Huge dressing area off master
“Dedroom. Formal dining room, breakfast nook, and 15t Hoor
laundry. $149,900 626-3100 02-B-5549

-~
COUREYAHD VIEWS! Logated In a smaliee con
upper Ranch Condo featwes 2 bedrooma, large tvng oo,
dining room nnd 2 baths O'fnr! marbl sils, contral ar, lovely
beigo " ca - bakcony tho -
countyard and commons. Ccmplu has pool and clubhousa'

851-0100 06-B-55393~—
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BIAMINGHAM/BLOOMFIELD
1520 N. Woodward
1at Long Lake)

646-6000
AOCHESTER

1460 \Walton Bivd
11 Livernois)

651-8650

FRANKLIN/FARMINGTON

31000 Notthwestern Hwy.
¢at 13 Moy

626-9100
RELOCATION OFFICE
800-521-4264

mnmediaty $63/900 6269100 0284279

WEST BLOOMFIELD
4316 Otchard Lake
{3 Lone Py
851-8100
TROY
3150 Levernos
13 Big Beaven

689-8900

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 9 a.m.-7 p.m. SATURDAY 9 a.m..5 p.m. OPEN SUNDAYS

The Prudential and %, are setvice m

of The Prudential Insurance Company of Ametica

An Independently Owned and Member of The Prudential Real Estate Affihates, tnc.




