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Speclal ed dlscrlmmatlon charged

By Casey Hans
stalf wrlter

A U.S, Department of Education rullng that
the Farmlington School District, discriminated
in its special educatlon policles brought a par-
ent and the school board president to verbal
blows last week.

Parent Lorme Leon read a prepared state-
ment to the school board Tuesday, requesting
the district respond to a rullng by the educa-
tlon department's Offlce for Civil Rights.

‘The federal agency sald the district discrim-

Inated against students with Attention Defieit
Hyperactivity Disorder, sometimes called At-
tention Deflelt Disorder.

“It is only because the federal g

a growing, natlenal parent lobby fighting for
more speciallzed education for kids with
ADHD - a disorder belleved to be hereditary

{orcing you, that you will nnw have to obey U)e
law," Leon satd.

The Farmington dlslrl:l had taken the posi-
Lton that ADHD and ADD were not recognized
by state rules so were not addressed specifical-
1y in the local special education program, ac-
cording to Informatlon released in the ruling.

Slmilar rulings have had an lmpact on some
40-50 districts across the country, according to

and in nature.

The dlmrdcr was known for years as “hy-
peractivity” or “hyperkinesis,” even though
some of Lhe children show ne hyperactivity.

LEON HAS TAKEN up the cause locally, as
the parent of a child with ADHD.

Leon's discourse Tuesday was tnterrupted by
an angry board Presldent Susan Rennels who
told Leon he was “crossing over some lines”
Invelving the privacy rights of siudents.

Campaign
revs up for
parks tax

By Susan Buck
staff writor

The: cara lab] ‘35,
cents uch at Cify mu, the Bon:
‘Ton Shoppe, nd ou: j
-stores.

E LIGHTS at the
Farmiogion " Hills
‘of the Farming-

n.nl hnry

That- Ilhra.ry hnncb, 2137 W
“12 Mile Road, will stay open until ©
.11_p.an,;. although normal hook
checkout will end at # p.m. Fed-
eral and state tax forms will be
avallable .on a’first-come, first-
served basis. ‘Sets: also wlll be.
provided for photocopying.

For more information, CIll the
I.lbury at SSMIOO o

ENNIS 'FITEZGERALD, .
member of the Fai
Ington Hills Parks Com-
" misslon,’ will be inter.
vlewed on the Aprll presentation
of "My Vole Counts,” a lcrlu
focusing. on voting and aired in |
Channel 12 on - the Melmvlslon
cable TV
Filzgeratd will discuss (he May
7 parks and reereation millnge:
vote with host Richard DeVries.
The show can be scen Wednes-
day at 8 p.m., Thursday at 2 p.m.
nndmmu-‘rxdlyunpm
May program will feature
an lnlen'lew with Jim Alexander,
chalrman of the Oakland County
Republican Party, with host John
Akourd, In June, host Julleann Ho-
vanesian will interview -Donald
,-chalrman of lhe county
Democratle Party.

presented - by the  Farmington
mn. Comrmitieo to Increase Vo-
ter Participation.

EMORY LANE —
. April 19, 1951 Farm-

ington Enterprise; -

. @ The Farpington ||
Tovnship District board of Edu-
cation voted tho teachers a salary
-increase, Beginning teachers with
undergraduate degrees were
Taised $100 & year to $2,800." .

" @ High school students should
'be encouraged to go ahead with
thelr futuro plans desplte world
conditions, G.V. Harrison, Farm-
"ington High principal, sald 1o a

talk before the Senior Mothers at

acmn e s v

The Say Yes To Parks commlttee has explained Its
stance on the May 7 cight year, half-mill tax proposal to
the city.

Now committee members, supported by the parks
and recreation commission, are ready (o campaign for
the millage In the community,

Committee members, working out of phone banks,
will call resldents, primarily a friendly audience, at
home between 7-9 p.m. this week to explain the tax.
Closer to the election, another round of calls will re-
mind voters to get out the vote..

A. press conference will be held at the end of the
month o demenstrate support fot the millage. Also,
speakers are avatlable ro-speak before groups, by cal-
lingthe parks and recreation department at 473-9570.

In addition, the commitice will take out a large ad in
the Farmington Observer listing the tax supporters, in- -
cluding well-known, influential people.

"With only a hall-mill on the line, and 2 winnlng use
for the money, a lot nl people might say, ‘Wel), this
should pass easily . .' and not take the trouble,” said
Mike Horner, cnmmluce chairman who hosted the Aprll
11 meeting at the Farmingten Communrity Center.
“That’s my biggest concern.”

JODY SORONEN, former clty councilwomen and
honorary committee chairwoman, agreed that “turning
out the vote will be the tough part.”

“I'think your supporters are probably there, it's get-
ting them out 10 the polls,” she satd,

The need for the extended length ~ three years long-
er — of the millage renewal came about partly because
of the Ycar 2000 committec’s recommendations for
parks and recreation.

Acquisition of land now 1s a ust, Horner said.

Ploase turn to Page 4

"Thu board cannot comment on matter of
sltlgatlon,” she added. “You are welcome to
pursuc whatever remedies are available to
you. We have procedures in place. Thcy (the
administratlon) will pursue whatever it is that
needs (o be done.”

Leon, who has spoken to the board on special
education issues and who has been embroited
with the district in litigation about his son's
education for sevcra! years, responded just as
angrily,
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By Casoy Hans
stall writer

For Jerry Potter, it's all a wenderfu)
blur of events and people who have
walked the halls and fliled the class-
rooms of Farmlington High School in the
past 30 years,

The 55-year-old educator Is leaving his
_post as princlpal of Farmington High In
‘June to begln a second career as a visit-
ing lecturer at the Unlversity of Michi-
gan through North Central Assoclation, a
nattonal accredlting agency, plus some
work in real estate and consulting.

The move is something Potter has
planned for the past five years, and he s
5pcndlng his final weeks at the schoob

snvnring the day, the moment, the expe-

“1 think I'm leaving it a little bit better
for the new administration,” he sald.
“I'm leaving fecling very happy. proud
and plcased, both personally and profes-
sionally,

“The doars are just opening to more
doors, and I'm not boxing myself in.”

Potter announced his retlrement last

Longtime Farmington HIQI;I principal .lo'ry‘ Potter
‘talks with students during class exchange. Potter,
who plans to leave his post in June, says he will misa

30 and out

Longtime FHS principal to leave

it nll over again.’

‘It 1 had to do it over again,.

" i'd come to Farmlnyton,
Farntington High, and do -

— Jerry Pal(ar
FHS princlpat

Tuesday to stalf and Wednesday to the
student body. He said he doesn’t expect to
feel the impact until his last graduation
ceremony in June, or maybe next fall
when s time, again, for a new schoal
year.

POTTER STILL recalls the first time
he saw the high schoa), which is housed in
the Farminglon school district's oldest
building, which was recently renovated
and now boasts a state-of-the-art media

the hustle and bustle of the daily schoo! day but is
looking forward to new challenges.

SHARON LeMIEUX/81aft Photograshaer

He never fooked back,

The Farmington resident took his first
teaching job at the school in 196! where
he taught business and coached tennis,
was promoted to assistant principal in
1967 and to the principalship in 1976. He

- has no regrets.

“1f 1 had to do it ever again. I'd came
to Farmington, Farmington High. and do
itall over again.” he said.

Although most of the events of 30 years
blend into the day-to-day heetic hife of a
high.schoal, a few things stand oul.

As the school's only assistant principal
1n 1987, for instance, he remembers step-
ping over students in the halls as they
held a sit-in pro ng the school’s atten-
dance policy. w, nothing surprises
me,” he added

But despite the occasional event or ex-
citement, it is the staff, students, fellow

center.

"I parking on
and walking up that long sidewalk to
meet the principal who gave me my job,”
he said. “That was the longest walk in the
warld — 1still remember that vividly.”

s and other support which
he said have kept the schoal well-oiled
and running smoothly, he said More re-
ceatly, pareatal involvement has become
one of the keys to the school's success
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® Item from the Around the
‘Block column: “That:MacArthor
“exit from Japasn was witncssed by
= ‘delegate from Farmington In
the very first row. We're refer-
ring to Ernest B. Tyler,
a Farmington boy who watched
the General leave hls Tokyo home
for the last Ume, Ernle did a lot
of hard and cold work for us In
Korea. And It was cold ~ he was
laid tip with frostbite awhile.”

> Items for Farmington Focus
-may be mailed to the Farm-

ington Observer, 21898 Farm- }.

Coming through

petunia at the warehouse whe

" ingron—Road;—Farminpsol
48336, or dmpmd a]] at the
nawspaper office.

the™ Michigan Thanksgiving D

rade, plense see Pago 3A.

SHANON LeMIEUX/ staft photographer

Friends of the Parade Association president
Bruce Lantto, a Farmington businessman,
tries to poke his head through a papier mache
 itema from/
Parade are
stored. For a story and photos about the pa-

what’s inside

Gulf War pen pals.

: You Sl I . fmaﬂyget t@ge‘fher»—--
camera,
Classitiods Sec.EF uy Susan au:k
Index. . . ... .. 2! stalf weiter
Auto . ... .. Soc. E.F 0
Real estate. . . . Sec. Some pen pals keep al it for years without ever meel-
Employment . . Sec.EF ing cach other personally.
Creativellving . . . . . 1E Not so for Barbara Darish, a Farmington Hills resi-
Crossword puzzle . . . 3E dent, and Army Sgt. Jerry Burdock, 23, of Redlord
p
Entertainment . . . . . 5D _ Township, who serves in the 82nd Alrborne Division
Inkwell. . . .. .... 4C The pen pals — who got invalved thanks ta the recent
Onthengenda. . . . .4A We supply the quarter of Gulf War — finally met April $ at Metro Airport.
Polico, firo calls 3A amillion customers. 1t all started when Darlsh sent the local Friends of
s orls‘ .o Soc ¢ Call today and place your theve Line Freedom group a stamped, scif-addressed envelope and
S:’ S scono. | P privaie party casihioad fos only they forwarded Burdock's name o Daish from a list of
3 reot Sceno. . . . Sec, . 900 enlisted armed scrvices personncl from Michigan..
aste Ohbgerber & Etcenftic Darish ended up doing volunteer work for Farming-
Trave! T iAo ABVESTIIIEG ton-arca Friends of Freedom, too.
591-0900
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