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Sohools inattentive to attention def|C|ts — parents

By Casey Hans
slaft writer

Farmington Hills parents Lorne

. and Sue Leon are not alone In their

frustration over the publlc schools®
Inattention to children with Atten-
tion Deficit Hyperactlivity Disorder.

Other ‘parents in the Farmingion

- district are also concerned, as are

parents throughout the country, who
say the needs of thelr children with
the disorder are being ignored.

A parent support group, Children
With Attention Deficit Disorders, or
CHADD, is teaching parents how to
stand up for their children, offering
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"1 find 1t very disconcerting that
you would Interrupt me during a
publle comment,” he said. “I it is
my chlld, I have the right to release
the information. The only people you
are listening to ave your spectal edu-
catlon director and your attorney.

“Obviously, something is. very -

wrong, because the federal govern-

- ment found you in violation.”

SCHOOL OFFICIALS offered no
comment Tuesday, but trustee
James Aberncthy, asked administra-
tors to research and give the board
an update on what the state requires
of the district in special educatlon
malters.

The recent OCR rullng affects
more than 100 students plus address-
es speclfle concerns involving the
Leons. They took thelr case to the

workshops on how to file wmplnlnu‘

with the U.S, Department of Educa-
tion, as the Leons did.

Parent Cheryl Patel,"who also
spoke before the Farmington School
Board last wock,, told trustecs she
took brr middte school son out of pri-
vate school and put him lo the Farm-
ington Public Schools thls year be-
cause she believed he would get help
here.

“He's doing very poorly." she sald.
“1 am very frustrated with the
schoul be is in. There Is absolutely no
help for lum. This little boy is crylng
out.”

federat government because of frus-
tration over their son’s situation.

One year ago, the Farmington dis-
trict was ordered by U.S. District
Judge John Feikens to pay Lorne
Leon and his wile, Sue, a lump sum
80 for legat expenses they
irced in fighting the dlslrlcl
ritter,

Lorne Leon contends the district
has "Incurred a Mtability In excess of
$80,000" in handling the sltuation.

The Leon's filed their complaint

_wilh the federal government last

fall, and the OCR ruled In March
that the district had violated Section
504 of (ke Rehabilitatlon Act of 1973
when reviewing education needs for
studeats with ADHD — something
Leoy middle school-aged son was
diagnused as having flve years ago.
Section 504 prohibits discrimlna-
tion on the basis of handicap in pro-
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ANOTHER PARENT, Judith
Stewart, ls also concerned. Her 12-
year-old son “Jost a lot of ground”
when the family moved to the F
ington District from Lansing
year. The system “just klnd ol
shoves them under the rug. They say
you don't fit our educational mold,”
she said. “If your kid nceds help,
they tell you to get it privately.”

Stewart sald the Farmington dls-
Irict has not lived up to promises
made during an Individualized Edu-
cation Program conference last fall,
"The whole system just falls apart
- unless you're Lhere every day, bang-
Ing on a desk,” she safd.

grams recelving federal funding,
such as the school distriet,

The ruling also addresséd the
Leon's specltic situatlon.

The OCR: “found that the district
discriminated against students
known to have been diagnosed with
ADHD., . . and consequently, the ed-
ucatlonal programs of the 91 stu-
dents may not fully address thelr
needs. The district also discriminat-
ed against the 12 ADHD students

. by excluding them from partici-
pation in special educatlon programs

salely becaude of thelr ADHD condl-

tion. Further, the district failed to
cvaluate these students to determine
their eligibllity for speclal education
or related services under Section
504" .

THE OCR HAS closed the com-
plaint, contingent on written assur-
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Parents say tho symptoms of th: .

disorder are hard to describe,
cause It manifests Itsell d.lﬂcrcnl.ly
in each'chlld.

Many times, “it's just a sense that
their kid doesn't fit in — something
is not right,” enc parent sald. Some
children are more Impulsive, can't
sustatn attention and have no focus.

THE DISORDER is believed to be
neurological in nature, not allowing
a child to filter or sort jnformation
properly,

Ing & lu.wn, a)l reglster in equal im-
portance in the braln of a student
with the disorder, one parent said.
Jan Rlichards, Farmington's spe-
clal education director, sald that
varlance Is at the core of the prob-
lem. She sald many chlldren who
lake Ritalln ~ the most common
treatment prescribed for the disor-
der — function perfectly well in a
classroom setting, and Lhat there
will be “many klds with ADD who "
nm not going to be ruled as handl-

Many of them have tried to cram
these kids into a program where
they don’t belong.”

“As a’parent, IUs Insulting, ivs
depressing and It's invalldating,” she

added.

1n its short life, CHADD has grown
inte 206 chapters and has had Inquit-
ies from slx forelgn countrles. “What
that says to me is parents are des.
perate,” Thomas said. “Parents have
not had direction. For the first time,
there's dlrection. That Is a shift ln
attltude.”

capj
For example: & malnlcnancc-per--—-—Also*Rlchards has-recelvod.calls_ Sha hnet, head of Wa; "°~0-’Ak-

son mowing the lawn outside, a dis-
ruptive classmate and a teacher gly-

U.S. ruling says schools discriminate

ance from the district that it wilt
remedy the matter. The district sub-
mitted a written plan March 22,
advising the ORC It would:

@ Establlsh and begln standards
and begin procedures for identifylng,
evaluatlng and placing students
“who may be handicapped under
Sectlon 504" by Junc 7, 1981. For

from several parents, concerned
that their chlldren could be “fa-
beled” as spectal educatlon or forced
into these programs.

The Wayne-Oakland Chapter of
CHADD — the largest chapter in the
country — holds regular support
group neetings for parents con-
cerned about thelr children’s prob-
lems.

The next meeting s Wednesday
night, April 17, at the Farmington
Hitls branch of the Farmington Com-
munity Library at 7:30 p.m. Parcnts
will be given [nformatlon about how
to file 2 pomplaint with the federal
government under Section 504.

those identificd, Indlvidual Educa-

Uonal Plans will be developed,

® Handle the Leon's case through
the child’s annual Individual Educa-
tlon Plan mecting, addressing
ADHD handicap by June 7,

@ Convene a commitiee by June 7
to review the files of 12 students pre-
viously denled special education ser-
vices because of their ADHD handl-

cap. .-

& Submit a monitering repart to
OCR by July 31 and another on Jan,
31, 1992,

NATIONAL CHADD president
. Sandy Thomas is a Massachusells
parent who has been flghting the
problem since the group formed four
years ago. Next wecek, she is testlfy-

ing before the US. Congnss on the °

matter, encouraglng more funding of
programs and more attentlon to the
problem.

“There are hundreds of cases (llke
the Leons) at the OCR,” she said,
“It’s one of the few things we do with
a non-complfant (school) district.

00D ¥FAR

land CHADD, belleves the education
system In general “has not caught up
with the parents yet as to what this
disorder Is all about,” but said she
sces progress at both the Oakland
and Wayne Iniermedlate school dis-
tricts where workshops and trzlnan
on the issue are offered. But-those .
scssions are not mandatory lor
tcachers, and many times, atten.
dance is not encouraged by Jocal dis-
trlcts, she sald.

Bohnet safd the Leons® case repre.
sents the feelings of parents In siml.
lar sltuations. “I think the Lcons
have reached the point of frusira.
tion,” she said. “They started with an
approach of cooperatlon and they
were dismissed. i

I think it, as least, will be import.
ant to parents to know the door has
been opened. Somebody had " the
gumption to follow through. I:fecl
other parenis nced to knock on this
door while it's open and not let L
close.” *

Parents interested in reaching
CHADD can get informatios: by
attending. Wednesday's mecting
or calling 464-8233.
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