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Open meetings?

By P:I'Ilu;phy
staff writer

The Oakland prosecutor’s offlce Ls
looking into alleged complalnts that
two county commlssioners have vio-
lntcd the Michigan Open Meelinga

"1'm stilt conducllng interviews
with the players involved, but I ex-
pect to be flnished so00n, possibly
next week,” Chief Assistant Gerald
D. Poisson sald Friday.

Potsson confirmed that Marilynne
Bnrton -Ristau, president of RME.

ant

* with commissioners [nvolved.

But Burton-Ristau Friday sald her
complaint focuses on separate inci-
dents on March 12 at (he county au:
dltorium and on March 17 in Wash.
Ington, D.C.

At the March u Incident, Burton-
Ristau was asked to stop using a
tape -recorder as commissioners
were dlscussing - the county's solld
waste program during a Republican
caucws..

PRIOR TO the meeting commis--

«aloner John Pnppageorge, R‘l‘my.
caucus

of belng quoted — or tape re;artl_cd_

— would inhibit the free excbange of

 Prosecutor looks into complaints vs. county board

ate and a retired Army colonel.

The other Incldent about which the
own:hlp resident and the .

Orion
Is a

ideas, hesald. -
During the caucus, F
interrupted proceedings and pointed-
* ly asked Burton-Ristau to stop
recording comments,
Burton-Rlistau contends — and the

Michigan attorney general's office

‘conflrms — the 1976 open meetings

act empowers anyone to record, or
televise, public gatherings as long as
he or she does not Interfere.
Pappageorge Friday sald he
“asked, rather than ordered” Bur-

Agalnst
l.andnll) and The SplnalColumn, a
weekly newspaper in western Oak-
land, have filed forms! complaints.
Polsson declined to go Into specif-
les other than to conflrm ke will talk

lhe audience — lncludlng Burton-
Rlstau — not lo quote off-thi

ton-Ristau to cease using the tape re-
corder,
He ack however, that

remarks by fellow Republicans. The
caucus was called to encourage im-
promptu dlscussion, ke said, and fear

his tone of volce could easily have
been Interpreted as a2 command.
Pappageorge is a West Polat gradu-

Fairlane Hudson’s workers join UAW

Workers at Dayton-Hudson's Falr-
lane Town Center store have voted
to joln the UAW.

The vote was approved 248 to 232.
Of 521 eliglble employees, 478 voted,
Because of last Friday's vote, 562
salespeople at the Dearborn store
will joln the unlon which has already
organlzed workers at the Westland
Hudson's store.

The union bas won two of lhree
mtmbership clections held In the
last year. Workers at the Westland
store voted to join the union last
May. In October, employees at the
Summit Place store in Ponlfac re-
Jjected the unlon.

In a prepared statement, Dayton-
Hudson president Dennls Toffolo
sald, “We, of course, wish the out-
come of today's vote had been diiier-
ent. However, we respect the pro-
cess, and will walt for mmllcadon
before responding further.”

Mary Grab, pruldcnl of bocnl 35,

e Hu
nld “We're eulnllr:, bul this h whal
we expected. We overcame tremen-
dous odds. It's a beautiful win.”

Organlzing ctlorts are under way
at Hudson's stores at the Qakland
and Eastiand malls, as well as Fiint,
according to Bob King, director of
UAW Reglon 1A, the union’s top gun
in Hudson's organizing efforts,

A Natlonal Labor Relations Board
hearing offlcer has recommended
setting aslde election results at the
Summit Place store in Waterford —
operilng the way for a second unlon

vote,
There, workers rejected the UAW
amid charges the company granted

Uied up before the NLRB,
While UAW members belleve the
company is stalling, Hudson's offi-

cials say they need time to clarify .

what they believe waa false informa-
tlon given by the union to the NLRB
In Janvary.

Compensatlon varies for Hudson's
sales employees. Some recclve a
commlssion, others do not. SUl oth-
ers recelve Performance Plus, a
bonus system f{or some sales person-
nel based on sales goals.

raises to select and an-
nounced. new benefils and other
perks to dissuade warkers from vot-
ing for the unlon.

‘An NLRB rullng on the hearing of-
ficer"s recommendatlon is pending.

Hudson's Westland UAW employ-
ces are waging a high proflle cam-

. palgn in hopes of forcing that retall
chain’s management to the bargaln-
ing lable.

Last May, the sales staff at the
Westland Center outlet voted for
UAW representation. Nine months
later, there is no contract. Issues are
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meellng in Washlnzlan. DC., when

. county commissloners dhcumd the

county's solld waste program.
About 20 commissioners attended
he meeting called by County Board

_ Chalrman Roy Rewold while they

were attending a meeting of the Na-
tional Assoclation of Countles.

BURTON-RISTAU AND the news-

paper complain — and the attorney
general's office conflrms — holding
a meeting of a quorum of a public
body in a place the general public
could not be expected to attend is a
violation of the law.

Rewold, a Republican from Oak- '

land Townshlp, safd he thought the
Michigan law would not be binding if
commissloners met out of state.

Commissloner Lawrence R. Per-
nlck, D-Southiield, said severat com-
missloners questioned whether It
was a possible violatlon of the open
meetings law, .

“But we went along,” said Per-
nlek, chairman of the Democratlc
caucus.
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