Thursday, Aprit 18, 1891 O&E -

{Ro-9AXO}11A - '

Makmq science ‘user friendly’ for minorities

An Oakland University edugation
professor ls helplng Michigan achool
districts develop kindergarten
through 12th grade sclence curricula
that are more “user friendly” for
women and minorities, R

Stereotypes portrayed in lesson
plans or In unconscious tralts of the
classroom teacher often combine to
track minorities and women out of
sclence, sald Dawn Plckard of the
QU School of Education and Human
Services.

Plckard and OU are working as

rt of a group of universitles,
school distrlets, local schools and the
Department of Educatlon. They,
along with an advisory committee,
are helplng Interested school dis-
tricts develop new sclence curricula
throughout the state,

. Plckard has received nearly
$80,000 in two competitive grants

through the State Department of Ed-
ucatlon to support her work on the
project.

The OU professor uplalm that
the program ls

A lot of little problems in text lan-"
guage and teaching styles can com-
bine to send the wrong messages to
’vlv;:mcn and minoritles, Plckard said,

to Emproving the sensitlvity and
awareness of teachers concerning
equily issues in science curriculum
development.

“RESEARCH[ SHOWS that we
have not done a good job In helping
all women, men of color, hearing
and sight Impalrcd and others who
are physically disabled to enter ca-
reers [n science,” Pickard says.

Pickard's project wllt help school
districts deal with the Issue of equity
— the development of science mate-
rials and teaching methods — that
recognlze  multicultural conccras
and strengths and how they impact
on the learning process.

Free auto emission test

In honor of Earth Day, car owners
will be able to get a free auto emis-
ston test (AET)from noon to 3 p.m.
Sunday to check their exhausts for
the presence of bhydrocarbons that
contribute to the so-called green-
house effect and damage the ozone
layer.

The AETs take about 10 minutes
and normally cost $10. Michigan re-

quires the tests before reregistering
automobiles.

The tests offered Sunda; - gaod

can be as overt as the
use of only white males to portray
careers in.space or as covert as a
particulaf teachlng style or ques-
tioning strategy.

As an example, Plckard offers the
teacher who unintentionally asks
males science questions requirlng
synthestzing of several concepts and
asks women questions requirtng sim-
ple recall facts or informatlon.

Or, Pickard says, lock at the use of
a teaching style that clusiers male
students around equipment to do ex-
periments while the females take
notes, watching science being done
without ever getting. thelr hands
dirty.

“The mes«ages get through," Pick-

BEAUTIFY YOU

REDUCE HEAT GAIN TO SAVE ENERGY & COOLING COSTS

ard says,
males.
PICKARD SAYS teachers musi
learn to be more sensitive 1o Lhe
stereolyping of wotmen and minori.
ties and to realize that “meaning is
consiructed by all the many things in
a person’s tnind, a powerfu) picce of
which is cultural background.”
Teachers in all classrooms must
reallze that “culture colors behiy,
ior.” For example, she says, “boys in
some cultures are taught to be mi
cho_and 1o not respect females or
even female teachers. Some femile
students come from backgrounds
where they are taught to be subs
sive and cven expected to 3
school at a certain date to enter at
arenaged marriag
Pickard said that “other studest
fromy some cultures are taught th
importance of. the group and

“sclence Is for white
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students may become uneasy when
singled out in class for praise or for
enueism.”

The teachers feel that if the goal
of ~cience education is success for
all learners, then “we need to be
aware and sensitlve to the beliefs
buds bring to the classréom, even if

thew conflict with a teacher’s beliefs -

o1 tle norms of our culture.”

Av part of Pickard's project,
teamns of teachers and administra-
from various school districts
ikl be trained in developing science
ula that include and respect
diversity of people wha do sci-

Dawn Pickard
QU professor

Thinking of
Remodeling?

Bob Stern
Building Company

For over 25 years, the word
quality has been
synonymous wilh the Bob
Stern Bldg. Co. "I promote
quatity at every level. | will
give you the most for your
ney — | always have!™”
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me, remodelng a wing. of
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For Your Free Consultation:
5-3

5. 80
6190 Dunmore, West Bloomfleld

SOME OF
THE BEST
MANAGERS
IN THE
WORLD
_ HAVE
DIABETES.

Controlting glucose levels
is the management challenge
of a lifetime.

There are blood tests to
conduct, exercise routines
to plan, and-special meals
to prepare.

And for nearly one million
Americans with insulin-
dependent diabetes, daily
injections to administer.

Not to mention coping
with the stress of knowing
diabetes can lead to heart
disease, kidney disease, and
blindness.

For all the work they do,
people with diabetes deserve
more than a pat on the back.

They. deserve a cure.

Support tha ressarch of the
American Diabetes Assoclation.

American
Diabetes

A-Associmion.
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