; dellnnad for bluebirds.

By Caney Hans
stalt writer

This was no {ly-by-night project.

Students in Bob McLean's class at Flanders Elemen-
tary have taken their feathered friends under wing.

The fifth graders recently completed a birdhouse-
building project, In which they combined skills in art,
architecture, math and science as part of the hands-on
learning cxperience. The students studied varjous birds
and ditferent types of birdhouses before beginning.

“As a teacher, it was very gratifying to see the team
effort,” sald McLean, “Truly it was a cooperative
learnlng experience,

“They all prove to themselves they can do it, and it
gives them a good feellng about themselves.”

Jeffery Wise took first place, Andrew Campbell took
second place and Bradley Cox won third place. Honora-
ble mentlons went to Emily Yageman, Kyle Shea and
Lauren Reagan,

;Birdhouse;building lesson
helps studies take flight

SHARON LeMIEUX/stall photogsapher

By Joanne Mallszowsk|
stoff writer

Saturday is your blg chance to get
tid of those household hazardous ma-
terlals such as palnt thinner, pesti-
cides, drain cleaners and cven old
batteries you've been :wr\ng around
the house,

From 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., Farmington
and Farmlngton Hills residents — no
commercial or Industrial businesses
please — can dispose of their house-
hold hazardous wastes by taking
them to the parklng lot of the 47th
District on 10 Mlle, west of Power
Road. (Sce map below.)

Farmington and Farmington Hills
both have a six-year contract with
Waste Mnnngemeni el Detroit,
which has }
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Cities plan to collect
hazardous wastes

with Chemlcal Waste Management,
a division of Waste Management,
will be at the site to help residents.

“THE RESIDENTS will drive up
to the site, show their driver's -
cense. They must be residents. A
driver's license must be shown for
proof,” said recycling .coordinator
Karen Blrkholz. *“They wlll Lhen
drive to ancther spot In the lot where
the technician will take out what-
ever the resldents” have brought,”
Birkholz said.

Chemica)l Waste Management,
which will dispose of the matertals,
will limit single containers of waste
1o a maximum five gallons of liquid
or 40 pounds of solid waste,

Ttems such as the followlng will be
accepted for disposal: cleaners, mo-

next to the trophy he won for first place honors.

STUDENTS WERE required to deslgn their own
houses, make a papicr-mache bird scaled to size and
painted the appropriate colors, then build a birdhouse
which would (it the bird’s sizc and lifestyle.

Mchean said he did the project years agoe with his
sixth graders, and began working again with fifth
graders 3-4 years ago on the annual project.

“The  students were aid by Farmington-area
Kiwanians who judged the contest and suppticd tro-
phies, ribbons and certificates to winncrs. A local com-
pany, H.A.'Smith Lumber, provided wood for many of
the houses.

Klwanis member Russell Hunt, a high school
woodshop teacher for 30-years before retiring, sald it
was difficult to decide a winner in the contest. The
Flanders' birdhouses “would match any I've scen any-
where,” he sajd.

Students told Farmington school board

waste day.
Field sclenllsls nnd technicians

tar . off, , car batteries,
houscheld batteries, drain and oven
cleaners, wood and metat cleaners,

gasollne mixtures, carburetor clean-'”
ers, strlppers and removers,
adhesives and glues, pesticides and
herbicldes.

CHEMICAL WASTE Management”
will limit dispesal to household haz-
ardous materfals and will nol aceept |
any commerctal or industrial -
wastes. The {ollowlng items will not
be accepted: aeroso) cans with freon
11 or 12, compressed-gas cylinders,

r p 3
shock sensitive compounds, dioxins
or thelr derivatives. .

Residents  planning to  dispose
household hazardous materials April
20 are asked to enter the 47th Dis-
trict Court parking lot on north-
bound Raphael — one-guarter mile
east of Farmington Road — off
Shiawassce. The 10 Mile entrance
will be barricaded.
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about their project and showed their finished product

Winnlng houses are on display in the school lobby.

A proud Wise said he buill his bluebird house using
black shingles and bark from the family woodpile. His
model papier-mache bluebird sat perched on the house

from the project.

at a recent school board meeting.
Tongue in beak, McLean reported students encoun-
tered only six minor slivers and nine minor bruises

Youths can bring Chaldeans,
Jews together, panel says

By Tim Smith
statt writer

Youths hold the key to better un-
derstanding between the Chaldean-
American and Jewish communitics.

That was one of the main messag-

es of Monday's American Jewish
Cangress program at the United He-
brew School in Southfield, where
several .local Chaldeans discussed
their culture, history and aspirations
before a graup of about 40.

Also discussed were that Chal-
deans and Jews are both close-knit
cthnic groups who have fought
against discrimination

The pancl of Chaldean community
teaders Included Sharkey Haddad of
Southfield, who heads the social ser-
vice commltiee of the Chaldean
American Political Action Commit-
tee; former Lathrup Village council-
man John Mackay and Wayne State
University professor Joseph Knssm
of Farmingion Hills.

“I'd suggest that Jewish youlhs
mecet Chaldean youths,” Kassab said
“They visit us and we visit them. Get
involved In activities where both
could interact, so they can under-
stand cach other.™ _

WEST BLOOMFIELD resident
Arlene Levenson said following the
program that the notion of bringing
youngsters together was the muvst
positive message ta come out of it.

“1 was very impressed with the
ifea that children must be bruught
together through the schools,” said
Levenson, who atlended with her
busband, Albert. “They've got to un-
derstand each other and wha they
are.”

Concurring - was Troy -resient

- Reva Gornbeln, “Young prople get-
ting together, that's the speathead”
for improved understanding between
the two ethnic groups.

Robert Brown, peesident of (he

Greater Detroit chapter of the Jew-
ish congress, ‘was optimistic about
the results of the mecting and hoped
that it would bring additional dia-
Togue.

“Its anly a hr« step that nccdt to
be followed up,” Brown s
want to encourige the hn-:\kdnwn o!
barriers and encourage dialogue be-
Lween neighbors . .

“Basically, the
Chaldeans,  Jows

aspirations  of
and  blacks —
~ Brown said,
on, laws that
protect and hinanctal security.

they're &l the same,

MEANWHILE, HADDAD predict-
«cd thal within 5-10 years, the Jewish
and Chaldean commuunlilics would be
“working together” and making “a
1ot of progress™ in the arca of mutu-
al understanding

Haddad pointed out 10 the audi-
enee that Chaldeans are somewhat
hesitant 1o make the mtial step
toward communicating with vther
groups, primarily because of lan-
quage difficulties. Most Chaldean-
Americans migrated from Irag in
the 19603 and 19705,

“Chaldvans, ause of the lan-
guage barrier, are kind of insecure
Haddad said. "They're aot going e
tnike the first step to reach put and
touch another cthnic group.

“Therefore, it would make it easi-
er if non-Chaldeans would reach out
and say 'Who arc you, what is your
hackgraund, how can we help? *

Mackay said (hat Chaldeans his-
tonieally have been “family orient-
¢d” because of their minoraty status
first in Iraq, and now in the US.
Only 5 percent of Arabs are the
Chaldean Christian uunorily -- 90
pereent are Moslems, he said

Despelhing the  perception  that
Chaldesns valy are merchants was
Kassudr

“Everyhody

thinks they're

grocers,” Kassab said. “That's not
true anymore, The new gencratlon is
seeking a higher education. The
Chaldean community now is so much
more diversified, there's no way you
can put a grip on it anymore.”

KASSAB SAID wany Chaldcan.
Americans are working in profes-

_sional fields, including medicine, ac-

counling, engineering and law.

Metropolitan arca Chaldeans stilt
maintain a close relationship with
family members and friends still liv-
ng 1n fraq. Mackay said.

About how Chaldeans fell about
the Persian Guif conflict, Mackay
said that “We have been involved in
helping Chaldeans in Iraq, as I'm
sure yon would help Jewish people in
tsrael”

According to Haddad, the political
voice of Chatdean-Americans is get-
ting stronger hut has a ways to go.
Out of 10,000 Southfield Chaldeans,
only 1,000 are active, registered vot-
ers.

One reason why they have been
slow (o get involved politically is
thetr munorily status, Haddad said

“We are trying 10 groom Chaldean
candidates and hopefully put them in
office in cities that have Jarge Chal-
nJc'm populations,” Haddad said. “In
next five years, we hope 1o see a
(h alidean pohlician in of fice.”

TIE ROLE of Chaldean women
both in and out of marriage — is
also changing. the panclists said

That means they are pursuing
higher education instead of becom.
ing housewives, Haddad said. “"The
move to go out and accomphsh
things for sociely already has been
decided by Chaldean women.™

Also, they ate actually dating be-
{ore committing 1o a marriage, in-
stead of having lilemates previousty
selected for them, Haddad said

Cops, kids have date at movies

This map shows how Farmington-area resi-
denis should enter the 47th District Court
parking lot to dispose of their household haz-
ardous malerials between 9 a.m, and 2 p.m.

Saturday. They should enter the site from
nor quarter-mile east
of Farmington Road — on Shiawassce. The 10
Mile Road entrance will be barricaded.
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Fifty needy children will go ta the movies Saturday
thanks to Farmington Hills police officers.

The Farmington Hills Police Officers Association will
sponsor the 50 kids to sec a mavie at the United Artists -
Theater in the West River Plaza at 10 a m. Satur
That includes admisslon, a soft drink, a bux of popeorn
and a T-shirt sporting the association’s Jogn. said olheer
Tim Connor, project coordinator.

The $0 kids will be chosen by officials at the Farm-
tngton Salvation Army and Neighborhood House. “Mam
and dad will drop the kids off and we'il have about a

hall-dozen officers chaperoning,” Connor said.

A 1narning at the movies for the needy kids is the
second community project sponsored by the association.
The first project, buying Christmas gifts and the fixings
for a holiday meal for less fortunate children, was con-
sifered a success.

“We bave-come to realize that officers should give
back to the community in which they serve,” Connor.
said "We organize and sponsor these projects. But the
people providing the products and scrvices are the jocal
businesses and services agencies.” .
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