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Small vista

By Corinne Abatt
staff writer

Karen’ Wydra may be one of the
Blrmingham Bloomfleld Art Assocl-
atlon’s greatest success stories. Not
that there aren't a lot, but certainly
with the opening of her one-person
show at Rublner Gallery of West
Bloomfield April 9, she's right up
there with the best.

In her 15 large-scale oil still lifes
in the show, the biggest running to 4
Dby 6 feet, she explores the effect of
flght on a rather fascinating assort-
ment of items — prisms, marbles,

printed and plain fabrle, potiery, -

glass bottles, apples, oranges, and
antique jugs and a mlrror.

In doing so, partlcularly with the
marbles and the glass, she (lnds
worlds within other worlds as light
bends, distorts, flattens round ob-
jects, changes amber to pink and
catches blts of color, even reflecting
things not in the picture plane.

“I've béen interested In marbles
for a long time. When I look at a

marble, I see a whele unlverse in-

slde,” she said.

ONE OF the largest and newest
paintings in the show Is an arrange-
ment of marbtes with a prism on a
“black surface.

Bookworms can sample a variety of activities

A sampling of upcoming cvents of
interest to book people:

@ Today at Borders-Blrmingham
noan to 1:30 p.om., baseball great
Mickey Mantle witl sign coples of hls
recently published book, “My Favor-
Ite Summer.” Written with sports
Jjournalist Phil Pepe, the book chron-
icles the 1956 scason, when the Okla-

of Foul Pl
hke

‘When llook at a .
marble, | see a whole
universe inside.’
— Karen Wydra
artist

thinking of
buying a
condominium, .
make sure it’s
not a mystery.

s Sally Harlow, owner and mystery writer
v Productions. W
out living at The H
enthusiastic “Everything!™ from Sally.

“I love the stark picces,” she sald
as she stood before one, *
thing with reflections is how every-
thing affects its neighbor.”

She polnted out that one of the re-
flections is of a marble that is out of
the pleture.

“I have put reflectlons [n most all
of my work i the last two years."”

SHE HASN'T given up her earlier
more traditional sull life style,
which has served her so well for the
past few years, but she does seem to
kecp increaslng the demands on her-
self with these.

When she takes these small vistas
and turns them Into broad ones, she
may use extremely subtle shifts In
the tones of a single color, such as
the stifl life in which all the elcments
but a green vase have a shade of
violet [n them. Yet, it's hardly ap-
parent until she points it out.

The still life with the brown
apathecary jar “is really a painting

homa Yankee, alter hitting the most
home rtuns, knocking in the mest

runs and finishing with the highest
batting average In bascball, recelved
the first of his three MVP awards.

® Alsotoday, Tim O'Brien, recip-
lent of the 1979 Natlopal Book
Award for “Going Alter Cacclato,”
will stgn hls latest book, “The Things

sked her what she
thers and we got an
en though

y. E
Sally is single she chose the Lirge Stratfosd me
in Cambridge Village. ' like space and luxury ™
she said, “and Cambridge Village had everything
0 pamper me after my days of planning imurder
and mayhem, make belie Of course”™

“The Robertson irothers build a fisst class com-
munity and that enhances my image,” she con-
tinued. “T have joined The Heahers Club and
ook forsvard  the golf season. 1 wis pleased
that 1he cpt single women memberships.”

Sally enjoys the averall setting of The Heathers,
as well, and the location is perfect because her
busincss is located in Bloomfield Hills.

- Finally, we asked if she wirs “at home for e - -
“I'll hever move.” she responded. Sully evidently
has solved the mystery of the perfect lifestyvle
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about the neurality of color," she
said.

Wydra has a degree in commer-
cial art from the University of Illi-
nois that she never used. She took
classes at the Blrmingham Bloom-
field Art Assoclation for seven years
from Russell Keeter.

“1 learned so much from him . . .
T only dld figures with him," she said
with a smile. .

Later she studled with John Heg-
gerty, another well-known Mlchigan
figure painter.

FOR SEVERAL years, she has
been teaching palniing at the Art As-
soclatlon, and has students who take
her classes over and over as she did
Keeter’s. She docsn't specify be-
ginners or advanced in ber class be-
cause “you can spend years in the
basics and become a better painter.”

She's proof of that statement. Her
palntings illustrate how a half a doz-
en objects In a still life can present
as magleal an effect as mountalns In
the mist or a stormy coastiine.

Karen Wydra's show continues
through May 3. Reception for the
artist is 7-8 p.m. Tuesday. Hours
are 11 am. to 5 p.m. Tuesday-Sat-
urday, 7001 Orchard Lake, West
Bloomficld.

They Carrled,” a Viet-

Karen Wydra stands beside her still-life painting with the brown apothecary jar —a work,

ahe says, that's about the neutrallty of color.

nam memolr. The autographlng ses-
slon lasts 6-7 p.m at Borders-Blr-
mipgham.

From 7:30-8:30 p.m. today, catch
O'Brien at Borders-Novi, where he'll
vead and discuss “The Things They
Carrled.”

®.Friday at 7:30 p.m., the “Talk
About Poetry” winter secries con-
cludes with a talk on Johann Wolf-
gang Von Goethe by Wayne State
University professor, Beate Stuges.
The prescntation beglns at 7:30 p.m.
at the Poetry Resource Center in the
Internatlonal Institute, Detroit. Call
972.5580. .

Program, poet Rabert Hass will
read {rom his work and present the
Hopwood .lecture on Tuesday, April
23 at 3:30 p.m. in the Rackham Audi-
torium at the Unlversity of Michi-
‘gan, Ann Arbor, For detalls, call 764~
6296,

@ At 7 pm. on Wednesday, Apri)

Night Live" drops In at Borders-
Kovi to sign coples of “The Big Ple-

Caontlnued from Page 1

1 brought Kelly through the house
before T bought it,” said Johnson, a
Novi resldent. “When he said “OK,' §
knew the job could be dane.

Summerticld, owner of Creatlve
Deslgn and Construction and general
contractor of the renovatlon,
planned the bujlding’s exterior, pay-
Ing close attention to the Victorian
detatl. Yet Summerfield and Johnson
both agreed the interior should have
a professional commerical environ-

“1 believe in preserving the old,
but ¥ It's not salvageable, take it
down,” Summerfield sald. “The out-

® Sponsored by the Hopwood

24, A. Whitney Brown of “Saturday

Diaz

ture,” a complation of his TV edito-
rlals.

® Area pocts Mitzi Alvin, Kath-
Jeen Leo, and Skip Renker will read
from their work at Barnes & Noble
Bookstere in Rochester Hills on Frl-
day, Aprll 26. Readings begin at 7
p.m. Call 853-9855 for more Infor-
mation.

o Popular Detroit author Willlam
X. Klenzle will autograph coples of
his 13th Father Koesler mystery.
*“Chameleon,” at Barnes & Noble on
Saturday, April 27, 2-3:30 p.m.

® The New Morning School of
Plymouth will conduct workshaps at
Borders-Novi on Children’s Journal-
keeping (April 27), and Bindlng

side of the bullding is histerically
correct. We used artistic licease on
the inside.”

THE OFFICES In the two-story
building, ranging from 120 to 200
square {eet, are leased to financlal
planners and “attorneys, Including
Johnson's brother-ln-law and co-
owner of the bullding.

Johnson and Summerficid each se-
lected offices on the second floor.
They will share a planning room spa-
cious enaugh to-store and Jay out
blueprints. ,

‘The exterior of the 2,562-square-
foot building includes a Victorian-
style, covered porch with turned
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Books At Home (May 4). For parent-
child pairs, sesslons are 10-11 a.m.
Reglstratlon is now under way. Call
* 347-0780,
® Carl Sandburg Library In Livo-
nla contlnues “Volces and Vislons,"
its frce serles of video-lecture-dls-
cusslon programs on American po-
ots, Participants wlill explore the
wark of Langston Hughes on May 1,
and the poetry of Sylvia Plath on
May 15. Videotape showings begin at
6 p.m., lecture and discussion at 7
pm. Discussions are fed by Dr.
James Reilly and Dr. Ernest Nolan
of Madonna Unlversity. Call 476-
0700 to reglster,
® At eggsactly 11 am. on May 4,
kids 3-7 can eggsplore the egg, at
Halfway Down the Stalrs Children’s
Book Shop in Rochester. Eggsellent
storles will be - read, cggsiting
eggsperiments conducted, and, with
luck, some baby chicks might even
make an appearance, 0o,
e Also at Halfway Down the
< Stairs: the second annual Make Way

For Ducklings Parade {for kids 7-ish

Historic house restored for office use

posts and spindles,

Summerfleld modificd the porch
somewhat, replacing a flat, shed
roof with stcep gables and deep
eaves commonly used In the mid-to-
late 19th century.

“'We wanted to define the entrance
and make It interesting.” he said.

Besldes modifylng the porch,
Summerfield replaced the shed roof
on the back of the bullding with a
gable style roo! and added a half
moon window. The exterlor includes
beveled siding ‘and cedar, ginger-
bread shingles. Some of the origlnal
siding on the building's cast side was
reused.

The main floor, a departure from
the 191h century exterior, Includes a
spacious receptian area, four offlces,
a conference room, & lavatory and a
small kitchen. The lofty eight-foot,
seven-inch celling gives rooms a spa-
cious look.

SUMMERFIELD BEGAN gutting
the house in September, filling 10,
30-yard dumpsters with debris. Wet
plaster was replaced with drywall
and new, oak doors, window frames
and molding were installed through-
out the house.

Though the renovation is on sched-
ule, and nearing its $130,000 budget,
Summerficld ran into some snags

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/atalt phatographer
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and younger) wlll take place May 186, >
starting at 11 a.m, The event will be- <
gin with a reading of Robert McClos- 2 .-
key's classic duck tale, followed by a =
sidewalk parade to the park to feed -
feathered friends. Call 652-6086 for :
Infarmation. 4

@ The ever-popular annual Book -
and Author Luncheon, sponsored by ©;
the Detroit News, is scheduled this
year for May 20 at Fairlane Manor &
In Dearborn. Festivitles begin at %
noon. Speakers will bo Scott Turow,=
SK. Wolf, Michael Dorrls, and=
Loulse Erdrlch, no less; As always, a=
book-slgning session is scheduled af-3y
ter lunch. Call 222-8848. =

® At Borders-Novl, reglstration4
beglns May 25 for a seminar on wrlt- -{
ing and publishing chlldren's books,
to be held June 23 from 6:30-8 pJ
Book buyer Ruta Drummond will
head a panel of experts. Call 347-
0780.

Victoria - Diaz is @ book re-
viewer based in Livonia. Her col-
umn runs_ the first and third 7
Thursdays of each month.

along the way, mainly an clght-by-
elght timber in the reception area,

To work around the structural
beam, he redesigned (he hatlway and
replaced angled doorways with con- ©
ventional openings. Workers alse in
stalled headers above cach window -
for wall and rool support and to -
bring the house up to code. Only the
pine stringer, the side plece of the
staircase where the steps abut, was
saved

The second floor Includes the plan:
ning room and four offices, dramati
cally designed with vaulted and ca-
thedra) ceilings ranging from 12 to
18 feet. Timbers in the origina) ceil-
ing were enclosed in drywall. Offices
also include skylights and lofts for
plants or extra storage.

Walls are decorated with subtle,

gl paper to !
the building's hunter green carpet-
ing. The exterior Is painled a classic
gray, with burgundy and white trim.
Plans also call for a brick parquet
walkway reminiscent of the Vietorl-
an era.

Summerficld, who restored his
awn Victorian-style home In down- ©
town Northville, admits that last fall
“people would have called the build- =
ing unsolvable." Today, the owners'.S
call it a classic addition to the city"
proud historic district.
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