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ALKING WITH Farmlington Hllls'
: Dick Osgood is like chatting with
. adcarold frlend,

He's warm, enthuslastic and
candid with his memories of years past and
his hopes for the future, and has an case
about him keeping the mood law-key. And
he seems humble almost to a fault,

Osgood, longtime WXYZ radio personali-
ty, author, history buff and onc of Farming-

—ton HHls' more scasoned citizens, turned 90_
years old this.Tuesday.

He celebrated the milestone at his son's
Indiana home, sharing the spotlight with hls
youngest grandchild, 1.year-old Timothy
Chase Osgood, who also has an April 16
birthday.

“It's prabably better to furget I'm 90.”
QOsgood sald. “Of caurse I'm censcious of it
— but I wake up each morning and wonder
how I've made it so long."

WhHle Osgood casually rclates some fa-
vorlte experiences of his vibrant and envi-
able career that began in theater and
moved into radio (he spent 54 years as
broadeast host, actor, newscaster and crit-
ic), he says he doesn’t really like to focus on
his yesterdays,

“I'm not one to live in the past. I have
memories, but I don’t dwell on them,” he
said,

INSTEAD, THESE days Osguad spends
most of his time at his home in the Franklin
Knolls subdivision reading, charting invest-
ments, gardening and helping his wife,
Anne, with domestic chores.

Osgood dcscribcs Annce as his
bride." She’s 80,

“I'm glad to help hier . . . glad 10 be able
to do It Osgood said of his nightly
dishwashing duty, a chore he volunteered
{for upon retiring from WXYZ in 1971,

“Besides. it's my main source of exercise
in the evening, hopping up during commeri-

“child

Doi n‘g nicely at 90: Media Iégend Osgood marks birthday

know your
neighbor

cals while watching TV to run into the
kitchen,” he sald.

In obvious good health (“My doctar says
111 be around to sce the new century!™),
—good even hand saws his own firewood.

~1 am quite busy. And I really do sieep’
well at night, too,” he added.

There is also a spiritual side to Osgood,
who begins and ends each day with medita-
tion, and reads the Bible or studies East In-
dian philosophy daily.

“I need to have faith in something.” he
said, adding .that it’ was “God's working”
which Jed (o his long, successful and “won-
derfully fun” media carcer, that -brought
him face to face with thousands of movie -
stars, musicians and other entertainment
legends and earned him a host of awards
and commendations.

SO WHAT OF the changes In radio that
0sgood has witnessed over the decades?

While he says that talent today Is just as
strong as when he was in radio, Osgood says
the business end has undergone definite
transformation.

“In the beginning, radlo was a scientilic
wonder. Then i¢ was a rich man’s plaything. -
After that It became show biz — and show
biz just took aver.

“Now {t's a money deal,” he said. “It’s nll
numbers and It’s all about how much a
tion i3 worth. It has lost some of that shuv.
busincss tasté.”

What he docs find entertaining, however,
is the Oprah Winfrey TV talk show, which
he makes a point of watching each after-
noon.

SHARQON LeMIE JX/5tatt photographer

Dick Osgood, who celcbrated his 90th birthday Aprit 16, stands wilh his wife, Anne, in the kitchen of their Farm-
ington Hills home.

Cities want power back to review school site plans

By Casey Hans
stolt writer

" City officials say it’s a matter of local control.
Both the Farmington and Farmington Hills city coun-
cils have asked the state to.repeal a section of.a 1990
" law that togk away the cities’ power over site plan ap.
proval for school district projects, and gave it to the
state schoo superintendent In Lansing.

Local officiats say although there arc no problems
between city and school government in the Farmington
area, they are d about the issue het

“Local governments can mandate what is best for
their communities better than the state — they (the cit-
ies) are the o vho have the entire interest of the
cities at heart,"'said Farmington Hills Counciiman Ben
Marks, who raised the issuc with fellaw council mem-
bers and also at a recent joint meeting between the Hills
City Council and Farmington school board.

“1 don’t think the school board should be excused
from having to adhere to the local ordinances of their
community.”

Marks said he is also concerned because the Jaw takes
away the public’s right to be advised of site plan re-
views and public hearings on school projects.

BOTII COUNCILS adopted resolutions at their meet-
ings April 15-vequesting amendment of Public Act 159
of 1990, returning the right to reasonably control schoul
property to local municipalities. The resolutions support
House Bill 4122, which would amend the act and return
site plan approval to local governments.

The cities of Novi and Oak I"ark have passed similar
‘resalutions.

The 1990 state law gives the state superintendent of
schools “sole and exclusive jurisdiction”™ over review

SCHOOL TRUSTEE James Abernethy said he is con-
cerned about the situation, but had yet to see copies of

and approval of school canstruction or r ling plans
for all district buildings. including those not used as an-
structional facilitics.

The Farmington Hills resolutien states “this act (PA
159) confuses local authority in the issues of zonmg, wi-
ter and sewer taps, public right-of-way permuts such as
curb cuts and sidewalks, sigh ordinance requirements,
soi crosion and water runoff control

FARMINGTON tak

“Although Farmington has hi goad relatianship
with the local schoo! district pertaining 10 buslding con-
struetion; I believe the broader issue is that the school
districts are the only agency exempted by Jaw, from the
site plan approval proce sald Farmington city man-
ager Robert Deadman in a report to councdl,

Deadman said last week the cities nevd o review
such plans, especially large ones, beeause they nevd to
plan for sewers, roads and public safety issues sur-
rounding these projects.

F.lrmlnglnn Hills - ‘\lmnr Aldo Vi A;,unrn st he had
In about the m;
- v with L, but my umh rstanding s
we have to do what's best for the ¢1 Vagnozzt saud
Farnungton ‘school hoard membiers have asked the
administration to updale them with background and
current Information from the Michigan Assoctation of
Schoo) Boards on the issue
“Even though we have had & good relatooship with
vur twn cities, that may not always be e e b
President Susan Reanels sind.

More review set for Hills
report on rules of conduct

8y Susan Buck
staft wniter

chers voiced ther mbal impressiens of a
for the conduct of

Council wa
recently-released report on euls

The 1h-page repart, plus examples of rules of conduct

from othet communities; including -Novr-and-Southfredd, -

stem imtally from questions council tuembers have hid
over conduct of their colleagues 10 1990 Drafung a re-
porton rules of conduet was discussed and assigned at a
city council goals seting meeting in January
=1 would hope that we wouldn't rehash the past.

councilman Terry Sever

Spectfically, council members have been concerned
about an apparent breach of an execulive sesion e \uln
tian by former m can Fox and Mayor Alde
nuzzi who umtmud representialives (R Ihe governors
office mes Blanchard limself to resolve the
conflict between the cily and Boys Repultic

The resolution prohibited dicussion about the then-
pensing lawstit aganst the social service agency on
Nine Mile

saud

TUE REPORT alsa e from concerns about the
appearance of conflicls of anterest, allegatans that
. some councsi members have tried la_exert undutantly
ence over members of boards and compussions sad the

dissermnation of information by coun
sufe execulive session

Council members' conduct ts dictated by state Lo
the oty charter, the aty's code of vthies aud Rubert ~
Rules of Order, which govern procedutes
mectings

Council members have the chonee of o .
rutes For themselves, amending the oy = code of et
forming @ New ethacs commutier 6r reactiva
comimittee that formed the first ethies code

Councdd wateher Luella Hempel walkedd the
thraugh the history of the counal's of
1es among its members The ethies assie goes gl nu
wa !nlk to 1988, H«mpcl s

Mresshers o

at nfhieral

rmnod because eitizens were net past af :!m €
tee. She also wants the couned tostids divelosu
swons

“When you're talking about
simply talking about one s
Lichtman, who drafted the e

TSN

seure

it
deomeihnan Larry

COUNCIHL, WATCHER Masha St
vhanges that would Tl pubtle
cized the teport because 1t contar
tions She also complamned that
seemed to her_be_more intept vn kb

g publn detute

the orcity s
He said school districts are concerned with a process

that may delay a sometimes-tight timeline on school .

projects.

“I am not saying a schoo! should be exempt from a
site plan review,” he added. “What I have a problem
with is the pace of review whlch exists in many com-
munities.”

The Jaw was changed last summer just as the school
district’s new elementary, Hillside, was being complet-
ed, district architect Ron Aten said.

Despite the law, the Farmington district continues to
inform bath local cities of renovation and building plans
to both cities, said Don Cowan, director of building and
\\udl nt services.

“We've taken the position we want to keep them in’

. formed, just from a courtesy standpoint.”

Staff wnter Joanne Maliszewski contributed to
thas report

instead of the counedd’s actions

Slain woman’s husband
hires psychics to scan room

I takes some tire” Ludwag sand
“Tve got to behieve that eveotuatly
we Il be sneeessful

Psyehie Carol Verroen sand she
and another prychic, who goes by the
name Daana, of Fartmngton Hills
had simudar feehngs abwaut the third-

Jacobson’s

AP The hushand of a slam
Northwesl Auwrlines flight attendant
hired two psychies -— one of them
fram Farmington Hills — to scan

—the—hotel-room-Tuesday-whero-his.
wife's beaten and raped body was
found

There have been no arrests in th
death of Nancy Ludwig. 41, whose

body was found Feb 18 at Hilton
Alrpart Hotel near Metropolitan Air-
port She was bound and’ gagged,
with her throat sht

Minneapolis said during his vasit
Tuesday that he was scarching for
clues and wont give up until he
avenges her death .

Her_hushand. Art Ludwig. 59, of _

{loor room as they tenched the bed
Tloor and drapes

“The descripion of the man, the
age of the man weseem Lo con
_curen,” Vercoen sand VIt prettyne
turesting .

Romulus police say they  ha
received hundreds of Lips but ha
no suspeets
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