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By Pat Murphy
slaff writer

Kingpins of ‘a. cocaine operation
produced an antl-drug rap video to

launder an cstimated $5 million in *

monthly profits, according to the
Oakland County prosecutor who an-
nounced grand - jury indictments
against 15 members of ‘the gang
Wednesday.

The video was a "brazen” attempt.
to glorily thelr own lfestyle under
,the guise of being agatnst drug use,
prosecutor Richard Thompson said
during a press conference.

“The lyrics would appear.to be
against drug use,” said Thompson.
“But the actions-on the video told
thelr story and glorlfled thelr life-
style” .

The video, produced last year, was
shown on at least one Detroit area
televislon station, but was not mar-
keted as a . commercial venture,
Thompson said. o

"We can only conclude the video
was created to explain why Its pro-
ducers had so much money,” Thomp-
san sald,

The press conference was called

White and McAllen are part of the
county's Narcotics Enforcement
Team (i that spent about a year
Investigating the cases before bring-
ing evldence to the grand jury.

This weck's arrest brings the total
number of people indicted to 64
since the citizens grand jury was au-
thorized in the fall of 1989.

‘Thompson said the indictments
clalm the Oak Park operation —
headed by two brothers, Franz and
Paris Lane — had been importing
about 50 kllos of cocalne, or about
11¢ pounds, directly from Columbia

“Profits were staggering,” sald
Thompson. At one time, the drug
ring employed four people to count
money. Another Ume, It used an
cleclrenle money counter to handle
stacks of money.

ON ONE OCCASION, Franz Lane
helped carry six garbage bags of
money inlo a van that had just been
uscd by & Columbian natlonal to de-
liver three duffel bags, presumably
containing cocalne, Thompson sald.

The indictments state Franz
Demetre Lane, 26, who Is also known

. as 'F.L." of Detrolt. They ldentify his

also known as ‘Mikey"” of Soulhfield.

. Others Indicted with them were
Ildentitied as Jamal Ella, 26, also
known as “Chico” of Bloomlleld
Township and Tad Andrew Milmine,
26, and Charles Eddle Wingate, 22,
both of Southfleld,

All were arralgned and remanded
to the Oakland County jall after fail.
Ing to post the minimum bond of $5
million, Thompson sald.

The prosccutor clalms the Lane

“brothers formed Hittin Home

records to organize & rap group
called the “Rap Mafia” to record

every month sinee January of 1986,

brother as Paris Andre Lane, 20,

both a video and cassette,

Both verslons featured the Lane
brothers, the prosecutor sald. In the
10 dlfferent songs, they described
phases of their personal life, Includ-
ing an apparent assassination at-
tempt on one of thelr associates who
was shot six times and remalns in a
wheet chalr, he continued.

THE PROSECUTOR sald the fo- -

cal palnt of the Troy drug operation
was a house in the 1000 block of

" Hartland that had been owned by

Florence Dahle, 36,
Although it was considered a
small operalion, the prosecutar said

Video laundered drug p'rofi;ts, claims prosecutor

more than $30,000 in cash was seized,

from Dahle when he was arrested.

Dahle and Gregory Chalmers, 32;"7

of Clawson are. charged with con:

splring to possess more than 650°%
grams- of cocalne which carries a’”
mandatory penalty of e in prison-«

upan conviction,

The third person arrested, William *

ing less than 50°grams of co-">

possess
calne with intent to deliver.

Hellon, 40, of Troy, is charged with-*

Dahle, Chalmers and Hellon &
for y
tion at 8:30 a.m. Monday in Troy D!
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to announce what the prosecutor
termed “the of two drug
or ns.” The larger

— whose leaders allegedly formed a
production company to make the vi-
deo -~ was based in Qak Park,

THE OTHER DRUG operation
was based in Troy and Involved
three men, the prosecutor sald.

Of the 18 Indicted, 10 had been ar-
rested and arraigned by Wednesday
morning, six were already |n custody
and two remained at large, said
‘Thompson, who was accompanied by
Sgt. Ray White of the Oakland Coun-
ty Sheriff's Department and Lt. Dor-
othy K. McAllen of the Michigan
State Pollce.

Prosecutor
decries efforts
1o weaken law

By Pat Murphy
staff writer

Oakland Prosccuter Richard
Thompson claims drug deals want to
change and weaken a Michigan law

“that mandates a llfe sentence for
persons convicted of possessing 650
or moro grams of cocalne,

As prosf, the prosecutor Wednes-
day distributed coples of a document

- he'sald was among-the guns, cash -

and other things scized during drug
* arrestsmade thls week, T 7

“Thls proves that drug dealers
want to weaken one of the most pow-
erful weapon we have agalnst nar-
cotics trafficking,” Thompson satd
during a press conference announc-
ing.indictments against 18 people in

* two separate drug operations.

The seized document is entitled,
“Endorsement for House Bill
#4024," sponsored by State Rep.
Willlam R. Bryant Jr., R-Grosse
Polnte Farms,

Bryant introduced the measure In
January. It has already -had one
hearing and is currently before the
House Judiciary committec,

As one reason Michigan's law
should be changed, the endorsement
claims many people glven the man-
datory life seatence are not drug
kingpins, but first-time offenders
whe-don’t have the wealth or means
to adequately defend Lhemselves.

Furthermaore, wealthy dealers
usually have the means of avolding

s law by ip
thelr case into federal courts where
less stringent penaltics are applied,
(ke endorscment says.

Thompson Wednesday relterated

his contention that the citfzens grand
- jury is the single most powerful
‘weapon in the war on drugs because
of its power to compel witnesses to
testify or face contemnpt charges.

The sccond most powerful weap-
on, Thompson sald, Is Michlgan's ex-
Isting Jaw requiring mandatory life
sentences.

Faced with the possibllity of life in
prison if convicted, small time drug
users are more than anxious to
"make a deal that wlll get us to thelr
bosses,” Thompson said.

House Bill 4024 may be a moot
point, Thompson said, because both
the Michigan and U.S, Supreme
Courts are currently reviewing cases

questioning the constitutionallty of .

Michigan's law.

OU schedules

'SAT workshop ..

. SAT and ACT preparatlon waork-
shops wlll be offered In May for the
fast time until fall by the Divislon of
Contlnuing Educatign at Qakland
University, Rochester.

A three-sesslon SAT workshop s
scheduled for Saturdays. May 4 and

- 11, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and May 18
from 9 a.m. to noon. The next SAT
exarnisJune 1.

A three-sesston  ACT  workshop
will be on Saturday, May 11 and 18,
from 9 am. 0 4 pm, and June 1
from 8 a,m. to noon. The ACT exam
is set for June 8.

Tultion for each set of workshops
i3 $100, including materials. To reg-
Ister, call 370-3120, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
weekdays.
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SEARS EVERYDAY LOW PRICES
“+TVs

CAMCORDERS
“VCRs
BOOM BOXES

LIMITED MODELS & QUANTITIES

SOML PARTS MISSING
LIMITED MODELS & QUANTITY

- REFRIGERATORS

ASSORTED BRAND NAMES

AS LOW AS

CHAIRS, CHINA CABINETS
LIMITED STYLES AND QUANTITY

- SOFAS AND SLEEPERS "

sues S3B59%8 | . AccENT TABLES '
hd WASHERS AS'LOW AS 57988

AS LOW AS $279¢% . CH_A|RS
:DRYERS | Awo'ksscreD acgent criars
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EXPANSION SALE - 3 DAYS ONLY - APRIL 25, 26, 27
COME IN AND SHOP OUR NEWLY EXPANDED WAREHOUSE SHOWROOM

OUTSTANDING
" VALUE
BRAWNY LAD

BUNK BEDS
$4 Qss

MATTRESSES & BOARDS AVAILABLE
FOR PURCHASE

ADDITIONAL 20% OFF
ALL OUT-OF-CARTON

ENTERTAINMENT

CENTERS

SOME AS LOW AS

$ 1 9988

SUPER VALUE
SEARS LXI VCR

4 HEADS WITH REMOTE
ON SCREEN PROGRAMMING

was 2999
Now *199ss-

‘GREAT BUY

SAVE 35% o |..
UTILITY CART |~

ATTACHES TO
RIDING TRACTOR

wAs *89¢%8

1 MILE WEST OF MIDDLEBELT
OFF PLYMOUTH RD.

PHONE 422-5700

DELIVERY NOT INCLUDED IN SELLING
PRICES OF ITEMS ON THIS PAGE N

Soars Warchouso Slore
1 imlended 10 mavde Sebie Cutlomers wih specuty puced
X I mer

EXCEPTIONAL

MATTRESSES
AND
BOX SPRINGS

ASSORTED SIZES

10.TO SELL TAKE WITH ONLY DAMAGED CARTONS “Now $59¢%8 -

NEW IN CARTON 10TOSELL - 7 10 TO SELL SKT. #24353 sToSELL | !
SEARS WAREHOUSE OUTLET 52
12001 SEARS AVE. 5
LIVONIA d

VALUES

SOLD IN SETS AND SOME
SEPARATELY

IN sTOCK conpiTion |

“OPEN MON.-FRI. 9 A.M. TO 9 P.M. « SAT. 9 A.M."




