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‘The culminatlon of “Mozart Magic
in Mator City” comes April 27, May
1, 3 and 4 witk Michigan The-
atre’s production of -Mozart's “The
Magic Flute" (Dle Zauberfloete) at
the Detrolt Masonic Temple The-
atre,

Presented In honor of the 200th
annlversary of Mozart's death in

Jay Leseager, former director of

the University of Michigan School of

Musle Opera Theatre, will stage the
production.

The ensemble of vocal stars fea-
tures soprano Maureen O'Flynn as
Pamina, Grosse Polate native Eliza-
‘Beth Parcells sings the role of the
Queen of the Night.

T71781; this production of the compes- — ~ Followlng thelr perlormances ad

er's flnal operatic masterplece fea-
tures the costumes and settings of
English artist David Hockney, orlgl-
nally deslgned for the Glyndebourne
Festlval Opera, England. Ford Mo-
tor Co., MOT's largest corporate
contrlbutor, has underwritten the
productlon.

“This production Is the finale of
{hree consecutive years of Mozart
opera programming by Michigan
Opera Theatre in anticipation of the
Mozart blcentennlal,” said Davld Di-
Chiera, MOT founder and general di-
rectar. .

Mozart's "The Magle Flule” is the
sccond production of MOT'a {Ifth an-
nual Spring Grand-Opera Series at
the Masanic Temple. It will be sung
In the Andrew Porter English trans-
tatfon and will feature English surti-
tles simultancously projected above
the stage for inereased understand-
ing.

THE OPERA will be perfortned
wnder the baton of Viennese-born
conductor Georg Tintner, currently
mausical director of Symphony Nova
Scotla, Canada. He has led Lhe Na-
tional Youth Orchestra of Canada
and is former resident conductor of
the Australlan Opera,

the three nymphs in the just-cnded
“Ariadne auf Naxos," three local
singers return to sing “Three La-
dies” In “The Magic Flute!: soprano
Laura Lamport of Ann Arbor, mez-
z20-soprano Terese Fedea of Lincoln

Scgar of Ann Arbor.

Other performers Include tenor
Walter Macneil and baritone David
Matls.

Ara Berberian returns as the wise
sage Sarastro, The Metropolitan Op-
cra barltone now lives in Southfield.
He contlnues to perform regularly at
the Metropolitan Opera, where he
has been featured In 30 operas, ap-
pearing In many “Live from the
Met” broadcasts,

Tenor Melvin Lowery sings the
role of Monostates, following hls de-
but-as the dancing master in “Ari-
adne auf Naxes."”

MOT Young Artist Apprentice
Gina Lottinger of Ann Arbor por-
trays Papagena. Grosse Pointe stu-
dents Brendan Walsh, John Skinner
and Llam Ryan sing the roles of the
three Genfes.

PART FAIRY tale, part morallty
play, Mozart's “The Magic Flute” In-
troduced the ideals and rituals In-

Park, and mezzo-soprano Kalhleen '

MOT to stage Mozart’s

splred by freemasonsy, Mozart bim-
self had joined an order that
preached the spirit of unlversal
brotherhood.

With text by the actor (and mana-
ger of a small (heater) Johann
Emanuel Schikaneder, who asked
Monn to composc Lhe work, this

Barcly a month after the Vienna
premlere, Mozart dled. Modern audl-
ences have become acquainted with
the composer's life as told through
the Tony Award-winning play and
Oscar winnlng-movie “Amadeus,”
written by Peter Schalfer, and with
the opera through Ingmar Berg-
man’s film of the same name.

“Mozart Magic" featurea MOT's
premler social fund-raising event,
the Opera Ball, Friday, May 3 at The
Rltz-Carlton, Dearborn. Set around
the theme of Mozart's cra, the 1981
Opera  Ball
Viennese cuisine, period dancing by
the Madame Cadlllac Dancers, and

“entertainment by the orchestra of
presidents and royalty, the Lester
Lanin Orchestra. For reservatlons:
874-7850.

MOT offers an informative and
entertalning lecture and bulfet din-
ner belore the Wednesday, May 1
performance of “The Magle Flute,”
The socla) affoir wi)) be at-8 p.m. In
the Crystal Ballroom of the Masonle
Temple. Muslc lecturer James Hunt-
ley wilt spenk. Cost is $20 per per-
son; call 874-7835 for reservations.

For ticket Information about “The
Magic Flute,” call 874-SING.

Book fare flowers, rocks,

From the garden booksh

» “Great Flower  Books 1700-
1900,” Str Sachevercll Sltwell and
Wilfred Blunt, Atlantic Monthly
Press ($65), a blbliographical record
of two centuries of fincly Hlustrated
flower books, presents a collectlon of
“prints by outstanding artlsts of the
da

Y. .
More than 750 illustrated. flower

books are listed; the color plates are
1t-ch an

the
concerning each one are fasclnating. .

Descriptions of the techniques of
plant and flower printmaking (and
the illustrators) make the reader
more appreclative of the diligence

- requlred to produce fine results.

' Thls beautifully produced volume
Is ideal for all who arc Interested in
antigue books whether from a histar-

—lc.or-artistic polnt of.view. A.trea-.

sure,

@ “Cuttings from a Rock Gar-
den," H. Lincoln Foster and Laura
Loulse Foster, Atlantle Monthly
Press ($39.95), detalls the authors’
experiences [n creating thelr gar-
dens of wild flowers and alpine
plants at Millstream, Cenn. -

Many rock garden enthuslasts will
recognize these authors and apprect-

M Gardeners’
book nook

Marty

B e Figley

ate thelr contribution to this form of
gardenlng.

He describes more than 100
genres suitable for zll types of rock
garden condltions and explalns their
needs, He detalls the history of many
of them. and relates expericnces as
they were searched for and found.

As the narrative unfolds, she tells
what worked and what didn't, how
success was achieved In the ever-
evolving garden. This charming book
will guide those with small or. large

o “Perenntal  Garden  Plants,’
Graham Stuart Thomas, Sagapress/
‘Timber Press ($39.95), needs to be in
garden llbraries throughoul the

+ world, In this third editlon, Thomas

has added many plants and included
U.S. hardiness zones.

In the first part (a book In iiself),
he gives hls views on many aspects
of gardening.

“Wherever and whatever the gar-

den Is, though, plants can be found to
fill it satisfactorily; it is onc of the
ajms of this book to show how this
may be done,” he wrilu about gar-
dens old or new, *

Descriptions of more than 2,000
specles of perennials are given, In-
cluding growing requirements, time

of bloom and color,

® Thomas is also the author of
“Plants for Ground-Cover,” Sa-
gapress/Timber Press ($26.85), an
excellent companton to the perennl-
als classics.

‘Thomas, a rencwned plantsman,
photographer, artlst and author,
calls this valume a reference hook
for young and old.

He covers the proper way to
choose and care for suitable ground-
cover plants and how to create gar-

..dens_that_require less maintenance, ..

uslpg nature’s offerings, - such as *
leaves. He recognizes the value of
leaves as mulches for controlling
weeds and for enrlching the sofl.

Shrubs, climbing plants, conlfers,
herbaceous plants, grasses, rushes
and ferns are included, as well as
ideas for landscaping large arcas
such as those around municipal
bultdings and factorles.

® “Gardenlng from the Heart,”

Choral team’s ‘Requiem’ a

By Linda Ann Chomin
speclal writor

Beautiful Instrumental strains ae-
companled the Plymouth Oraterio
Society's performance of Johannes
Brahms' "A German Requiem, Op.
45" at First. United Methodlst
Church in Plymouth Sunday.

The Michigan Sinfontetta {former-
Iy the Ann Arbor Chamber Orches-
tra) provided the instrumental ac-
companiment.

Baritone John Stewart of Plym.
outh and soprano Carolyn Pratt of

review

Minnesota were featured soloists for
Ahe triumphant evening.

Stewart's talent was showcased In
the third movement of the “Re-
quiem,” as he pulled notes from the
very depths of hls soul.

Perhaps the best known move-
ment of Brahms' “Requlem” is
“How lovely is thy dwelling place.”

Learn about the recorder

A workshop In recorders and
dance will be held from 9 am. to 4
p.m. Saturday, April 27 at Kings-

- wood Schoot, 500 Lone Pine, Bloom-
fictd Hills.

Louise Austin will give recorder

workshops and Harriet Berg wlll
conduct dance workshops. Ensemble
performances wlll also be featured.

For informatlon, call Nina Swan-
son, 644-7369.

« Brand ne condaminiums — one
and two bedrooms, choice of first
o second floor — wath all the
1atest luxury appointmants.

* Covered parking.. elevators

condominiym community...Laketront livingt

« Five community rooms for cards, exerise, TV,

NOVI

Mew, and wonderful.. Adult

« Gracrous Imng for 1hose 50 and
older . sociable Iving, indoors and
out...safe and securs.

300 feet of prvate, sand,
beachfront on Walled un n Novi

SPECIALLY PRICED!
GRAND OPENING!

South Lake Drive

ADU[T CONDOMINIUMS

K&S ENTERFRISES Satos by Custom Rna'xy Sorvices
X

624-4670
CALL.

The Plymouth Oratorio Soclety per-
formed the Inspirational work of
comfort with a tremendous outpour-
ing of cmotion.

AFTER A brief intermlssion, the
chorus, under conductor Robert
Pratt and accompanled by the 35-
member Michigan Sinfonletta, re-
turned to the sanctuary with Carolyn
Pratt and Stewart,

vasd

‘The Maglc Flute”

features traditional -

Mozart's classic opara,
coming to Detroit’s M.

plants

Carol Olwell, Antclope Island Press
{$18.95), conslsts of interviews with
21 gardeners, young and old, who tell

* why they garden.

Their reasons are diverse. We
meetl a former psychiatrie, occupa-
tional theraplst who began garden-
ing at the age of 68, an artist with a
wonderful sense of whimsy, a high-
way landscaper — those who garden
for the pure joy of It '~ vegetable
gardeners and people who help oth-
ers learn and cope. This Is an inspir-
ing account of the pleasuru of gar-
dening.

® For tree lovers Interested in
learning. some little-known facts
about trees, “Red Oaks and Black
Birches," Rebecea Rupp, Garden
Way ($18.95 cloth, $10.94 soft), will
be a delight.

__The.author ts quite knowledgeable *

about the subject and that comes
across in the way she cleverly Im-
parts information. A nlce way to get
to know a favorite tree a bil better
and to become acqualnted with om
crs.

Marty Figley is a certified
master gardener, based in Bire
mingham. *“Gardener's book
nook"” runs periodically.

triumph

Pratt sang the soprana aria of the
fifth movement, which Brahms
wrote in trlbute to his mother after
her death In 1865.

Pratt, a professional singer tn the
Mlnneapolis-St.  Paul area, sang
brighity with tota) control. The last
movement of the “Requicm® ended
gloriously with nearly 90 voices
upllfted with hope for the living.

The seven movements of Brahms'
“A German Requicm" swiftly satled
through the cvening, an evenlng of
triumph that concluded the fifth sea-
son of the community chorus, “all
united by a Jove and commlitment to
great choral musie.”

What in the world isa

o detached cond
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A
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“The Magic Flute,” is
onic Temple. Sets and

are by
British artist David Hockney.

By Avigdor Zaromp
spoclal wriler -

This is a time of season-ending
concerts. Among those giving their
seasanal swan song last week were
Chamberworks and the Chamber
Muslc Soclety of Detroit.

The former, which caters to a
smaller audlence, had to expand its
schedule, as the limited space at
the Belian "Art Center wasn't
cnough to accommodate all listen-

Thc concert, which was sched.
uled for Friday, offered another
performance on Thursday, which I
aitended. This made it possible for.
me to see the Kronos Quartet on
CMS on Friday at Orchestra Hall.

customary domalns,

Chamberworks, which daes
mestly_baroque music, offered an
all-Mozart program, the second
one this seasan, which marks the
200th annlyersary of Mozart's
death.

CMS, known for prmnllng tradl-
tlonal classleat chamber ‘reper-
tolre, hosted a group that speclal-
izes in contemporary avant garde
muslc and entertalnment from
around the werld. .

It shouldn't be difftcult to gum
which music was closer to my per-
sonal taste, which is admittedly
subjectlve. It is a fact, however,
that Kronos Quartet attracled a
larger audicnee than is normally
present even when leading cham-
ber groups wlth the traditlonal rep-
ertoire are featured.

Kronos, Chamberworks
both veer from tradition

“ards and cellist Paul Willlngton.

Both cvents-veatured beyond thelr

Allocations for the arts betng

what they are, It Is Inevitable that
mass appeal will'become a more
significant factor in musical pro-
gramming.

FEW DEDICATED classical lls-
teners could find fault with an all-
Mozart program.

Thomas Kuras, planist and mu-
sle director of this series, provided
us with his customary samples of
broad knowledge' and expertise.
The other musicians are violinlsts
Victorla Haltom and Mary Rich-

Compared -to a more cstablished
group, this one has teehnleal liml-
tations whlch occaslonally show up.

This, however, is more than |
made up by the sense of siylistlc
Integrity and -a slncere effort to-
penetrate beyond the music's oxte.
rior layer,

THE KRONOS String Quartet,
my personal taste not withstand-
fng. is a sincere and dedicated
group. In addition to the standard
string instruments, Its sounds are
augmented by electrical mlxing
and amplification and the use of
prepared tapes. I wasn't famtliar

with a slngle one of the slx compos- 2}

ers fcatured, which Is a most un-
camf{artable fecling for a critic.

Other composers on thls pro-
gram were: Dumisani Maralre,
Zimbabwe; Hamza El Din, Sudan;
John Zorn, U.S;; Peter Schulthorpe,
Australla; and Jack Body, New
Zealand. The program was fof-
lowed by a string of cheers and en-
cores — a fun conclusion to this in-
spired series.
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