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MOVING PICTURES

L

George Parez (from left), Will Wheaton, Sean
Astin, Keith Coogan and ‘I'E. Russell are misfit

at an

diers.”
9 school that

has been taken over by terrorists lrl "“Yoy Sol-

How ‘Toy Soldiers’ is told
makes for a good movie

My apologles to C. & P.S. of Ro-
chester Hills for erroroneously lst-
Ing "“The Five Heartbeats” You're
both qulte correct, it is an R film,
‘Thanks for the rest of your very nice
letter. To alt those who avold R-
rated fiims, my apologies, and don't
hesitate to check box offlce listings
and verify that this column was cor-

.rect.

On the surface of It, the “Toy Sol-

dieu“(B-l- R, uz mhum) plot isn't

the movies

Dan
Greenberg

Grading the movies

drug lord

Enrique Call (Jesse Doran) is extra-

dited to the U.S. Hlis son, Luls (An-

drew Dlvoff) leads a terrorist

selzure of the private boys school,

_ The Regis, atlended by the son of the

federal judge with jurisdiction over
the Call case. .

But the FBI is one step ahead of
Cali and removes the judge’s son.
Unfortunately, for Call's plan, the
FBI left behind flve “problem” stu-

A+| Top marks - sure to please

True story of Detrojter Whiam
Street who was an kmpersonator of
doctors and other folks.

“Class Actlon” (C+, R, 100 min-

utes).

Father-daughter nlwmcys, Gene
Hackman and Mary Elizabeth Mas-
trantonto, are not a team.

“Dances With Wnlvcl" (A, PG-13,
180 minutes).

Kevin Costner’s magnificent ode
to brotherhood and brutality on
Amerlca's western frontier during
und after the Civil War.

A | Closabehind - excellent

Stilin running for top honors

Pretty good Stuff, not perfect

B | Good

Good but notabie deficlencles

g Your Life” (C, PG, 95
m|m|lu).

Uunsatlsfactory romance in the aft-
erlife as Albert Brooks defends his
e and falls in Jove with Meryl
Stree;

“Toe Doors” (C, R, 135 minutes),

Oliver Stone's cvetly long, repet-

" tious story of Jim Morrison and rock

group The Doors. Excessive atten-
tion to Morrison's drug, booze and
sux problems are nelther attractive

Doubtiul, as well,
that [t will serve ns a cnuuonnry les:

Pieasae turn to Page 4

Please

del.r&. whose o‘l""'é’ h:“(llznsubg; C+| Justacutabove average
viled Regis Dean Parker (Lou]

sle)tet- l.‘n-l) argutlhe )achoo s C | Mediocre

{Denholm ott) . .

Qbviously those flve are more C- | Notsohotand slipping fast som.
than a match for the terrorists who { D4 | The very best of the poor stutf
have taken their school hostage.

1t's not the story so much, as how | D | Poor
it's told, and “Toy Soldiers” turns out
to be an cntenainlnuu(}lznced ad- | D- | 1tdoesntget much worse
venture story with ge performanc-
es by all concer includ é’fu F | Truly awlu! .
{lve troublemakers, y
Tepper (Sean lutin) whu is the obvi- 2 | Reserved torthe colossally bad
ous. ps Joey_Trot- | %_|-No advanced

ta (Will whulon), Snuﬂy Bradberry
(Kelth Coogan), Rlcardo Montoya
(George Perez) and Hank Giles (T.E.
Russell) insplred by his personal
courage. If you analyze “Toy Sol-
dlers” too mucn however, it spoils
the fun of th 50 just go

ki

a posh and plush background that
“The Object of Beauty” truly Is a
{ine (ilm desplte Its ending.

FEW RECENT films have been as
and mind-joggling as “A

and try it, you' ll like 1t.

“OSCAR" (D-, PG, 105 minutes)

proves that it 15 impossible to mlx
Runyon's “"Guys and Dolls,” Mozart’s
“Marriage of Flgaro,” Abbott and
Costello and the Three Stooges, par-
ticularly when the lead of this exces-
sivly obvious and exaggerated farce
is badly playcd by Mumbles Stal-
lone.
* Until the last 10 minutes or 50
when a strange tropleal braln fever
destroyed the mind of director/
scenarist . Michael. Lindsay-Hogg,
“The Object of Beaunty” (A-, R, 100
minutes) Is an excellent, compelling
film,

Despite an inappropriate conclu-
slon,-It Is highly recommended as a
fine character plece about twa deca-
dent lovers, Jake (John Malkovich)

Kiss Before Dylog” (B+, R, 90 min-
utes), Writer/director John Dear-
den's {"Fatal Attraction") latest con-
tribution to screen entertalnment.

The story centers around the
wealthy Carlsson family, secretly
victimized by Jonathan Corliss (Matt
Dillon), & psychopathlic killer who al-
ways seems to be onc step ahead of
everyone else as he becomes in-
volved with one of the Carlsson
daughter's — they're both played by
Sean Young.

Jonathan plcks on the daughter
who Is a sort of Mother Theresa of
the Streets, she takes care of every-
onc but herself,

The film’s momentum and teasion
Is generated by foreshadowing, mu-
sic pounding in deep tones and the
clarity of cditing which makes a
compllcmed plo( easy to follow. Oc-

and Tina' (Andie dowell), living
on the edge of the fast lane.

They ,are so totally committed to
themselves that the world merely
serves as a pleasant backdrop to
provide the pleasures they regularly
require — even If IUs a dozen bottles
of Perrier n the middle of the night.

But they can't alford it because
Jake's such a despicable ass that no
one will provide credit when his
market trading adventures collapse.
Al they have lelt is her bronze head
by Sir Henry Moare.

The statute and its value is de-
structlve as their privieged life col-
tapscs in a welter of decelt and re-
erimination, as might be cxpected of
such shallow folks.- Ma]lovlch and
Macdowell perform so well against

but en the
whole, "A Km Before Dylng” is
nerve-wracking, tense and good en-
tertainment. (Reviewed by
Kimberly Tyler.)

STILL PLAYI
“Awakenln|

{B, PG-13, 121 min-

utes).

Robln Williams and Robert De-
Nireas doctor and catatonic patient
cail to mind too many other films.
The doctor’s special care and sensi-
tivity lead to temporary recovery
but film lacks spark expected from
these talented actors.

“Carcer Opportunities” (*, PG-13),

The night-shiit at a Target Store is
Jim's last chance. Whoaple!

“Chameleon Street” (*, R).

Listen to:

helpful advise Call...

ed
cen!er for Financlal Planning, Inc

N MAKE YOUR MONEY WORK FOR YOU!
“The Flnancial Advisor®
A new radio talk show —
WEDNESDAY, MAY 1« 8-9 a.m.

on

1090

ORMATIVE USTENNG

948-7900

Hel
Neighbor’s
Child In
Need!

In Third World countries, hun-
dreds of thousands of children
are in desperate need of food.
clothing, medical —the
basics of lite. These girls and-
boys are even denied the
opportunity to attend school.
hey are our neighbors in
a world that grows smaller
every day.

Through CCF you can
spansar a neighbors child The
cost is 318 a month —just 60
aday=to helpa poor child in
Asin, Africa or Latin Amenca
—a child who has virrually
nothing. .

Please pick up your phone
now and dial the toll-free num-
ber below: Be a'good neighbor
by helping an innocent child

Christian Children’s
und, Inc.

1-800-228-3393

(Toll Free)

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

DFT offers true adventure :

By John Monaghan
special writor

Five thousand people stood on the
bank of a river, surveying the half

-, mile of ice cold whirlpools, rapids

and cross currents that stretched be-
fore them. Not only did Merian C.
Cooper and Ernest Schoedsack cap-
ture the . crossing for their film
“Grass,” they braved the rushing
water themselves,

The Detroit Film Theatre pays
tribute to this” rough-and-ready
brand of filmmaking with three re-

stored masterpleces. “Tabu”.(1931),
the legendary collaboration between
directors Robert Flaherty and F.W.
Murnau, plays on Friday, [ollowed

ed to record the lives of farawa

people.

“l am nol gotng to make fllmg
aboul what the white man has mad
* sajd Flaherty,

by the ples
“Chang” (1927) and “Grass” (1925}
on Saturday and Sunday respectlve-

yAl the end of the silent era, a
small sub-genre of (Ilms floutlshed,
spurred by the monumental success
of “Nanook of the North” {1922},
Thls Eskimo eplc, which mlxed doc-
umentary with simple narratlve,
paved the way for others who want-

“Nnnook" dlrwgr and Mlchigan na.
tive. “What I want to show is the for-
mer majesty and character of theso
people while it s still possible — be-
fore the white man has destroyed not
only their character, but the ycople
as well.

“Tabu,” which celcbrates lts 60th
dnntversary thls year, was an at- ;

Ploasa turn to Pogo 4. ©

DETROIT FILM THEATRE, 5200
Woodward, Detrolt. Call 832-2730 for ln.
formation.
“Tabu" (USA —1931), 7 and #:30 p m.
Mly 3. For his flnal fllm, director F.

Murnau (“Nosferatu”) teamed with nob .

ert Flaherty (“Nanook of the North") for

““The Splrit of Youth™ (USA — 1937}, 1
p.m. May 2-5. Joe Louis stars in the auto-
blographical drama of a young Detrolter
who becomes a hit in the boxlng ring.
With veteran black actors Edna Mae
Harls and Matan Morelan® and featuring
documentary footage of vintage Golden
Glove bouts. Shown with the rare 1939

Brown Bomber.”

a lave atory set in Lht South Seas. Floyd
Crosby’s O
can be mn ln 35mm dar the first time In
mare than 40 yesrx. (§5/auditorium)
"Chlns" (USA
May 4. From Merian C. Cooper and Er.
nest Schocdsack, the team who created
"King Kong,” the story of a family’s eplc
struggle to survive in the jungles of Slam.
Long thought “lost,” It will bo shown here
In & beautlful new print. (§5/auditoriurn)
"Grass” (USA — 1925), 4 and 7 p.m.
May 5. Cooper and Schocdsack teamed
agaln to record the Bakhtiarl nomads of
Persia who, In order to survive, had to
migrale cach year across masslve snow-
covered mountaln ranges, The fInal film
in & weekend of newly reatored master-
works. (§5/audliorium)

Yy “The
" ($3.50/reclial hall)

1927), 7 and 9:3¢ p.m. -

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL LI-
BRARY, 13671 Michigan Avenue, Dear-
born. Call 943-233¢ for in!nrmlllon
(frec)

“The Seventh Seal” (Sweden — 1958),7
pm. April 29, A knight, Just returning
from the crusades, meets the black-robed
specire of death on the beach In Ingmar
Bergman's mosi famous {lim.

LIVONIA MALL, Scven Mile and
Middlebelt roads, Livonia. Call 476-1168
for informatlon. {free)

- “High Soclety™ (USA — 1956), 10 a.m,
Aprll 30. A musical remake of "The Pall.

VIDEO VIEWING

adelphia Story,” with Grace Kelly about
to remarry when ex-husband Blng Crosdy
arrives. Frank Slnatra Is the reporter
covering the story wha falls in Jove willi
her, too. The Cole Porter score Includes
“True Love™ and “Did You Evah?” plug *
Bing and Louls Armstrong performing -
“Now You Have Jazz" Concludlng o
monthlong tribute to "Old Blue Eyu

MAPLE THEATRE, 4135 W Mlg!c
Birmingham. Call 855-9080 for laforma.
tlon. {$6, $2.50 twitight: call for show
times) .

“La Femme Nikita* (France — 1990): °
‘This stylish but empty spy fllm, a majo
hit in Europe Jast year, finds a female
helllon turned into @ French super agent.
A wlld opening and a few good action
scquences Jlven up this warped turn on
"Pygmalion.” :

“The Nasty Girl" (Germany — 1990).
1n this Qscar-nominated film from Ger.
many, a young woman won't give upon 3 -

Pioase turn to Pago 4.

By Dan Greenberg
spoclal wrlter

A certain Italian Army.licutenant,

Enrlco (Cage), stationed in Ethiopia

Llke many other major screen
personalitics, Nicolas Cage (“Moon-
struck,” “Wild at Heart”) also ap-
pears n big (for videopics) budget
{tlms that are propelled by high-con-
cept thinking and low-talent script-

Ing-

“Time to Kift" (1983, R, calor, 103
misutes), avallable April 25, fits the
bill with what might have been a
compelling story of human passlon
and fraillty, If it were_ better and
more clearly teld.

durin, 's time, develops a
terrible toothache while on assign-
ment in the back country. He starts
back to base on his own'in search of
a dentist and, while traveling
through the forest, comes upon a
lovely young mative woman bathing
Ina pond.

Encico rapes her, falls in love with
her and, then, accldentally, mortally
wounds her while firing at a jungle
cat which approaches their encamp-
ment at night. e later learns that

she may. have infected him with lcp
rosy.

Now the {ilm isn't as incredible as |
that opening might Indicate but the ¢
plot Is so structured that key c:c-,:
ments are withheld until the end.

It you do recognize the uniforms
and -equipment, It is possible tg fig: '
ure out the where and when == Which -
Is a big help — since a good deal of
the characterization and concepts In-
volve satiric slurs of Italians com-
meon in the ‘30s and "40s. But, given
the serlpithey're Inhabiting, these

Please turnta Page 4. ©

Wirh ruition eosts visie
vhild's edues Illnll aned 1he bess Wiy s

sl sectire,

il gl-mirmu For more information, «

N e awhien used tor
1 s00 S BONDS,

CELEBRATE AN AMERICAN TRADITON Q
e e e

12 awsor U5, SAVINGS BONDS

- —




