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"STREET SENSE
Answer or don’t use a letter

O&F Monday, Aprit 26, 1991

4 k‘h‘d.l v:ry interesting response
Tom: a-lawyer last week nboul one

columns;

’ A uw wee!u ago, 1 puhllshcd alet-

er’ from a reader. She expressed
plln@bnul the confuslon of her mar-
»and.In an extramarital affair.
The writer was anxlous about her di-
lemma -and asked that I answer her
questions right away.

. ‘In her letter, she also sald that she
zdnd her husband were golng to begln
seeing a marrtage counselor.

1 replied -that since she and her
husband would be seeing a therapist,
1 did not want to give any advice
other than saying hat getting pro-
fessional help was thelr best course
of action.

The lawyer I have mentioned was

not satisfied with my response and
felt that elther I should bave told
this lady what was wrong wuh her or
not use the letter.

1 would like my readers tn respond
and guide me as to whether you
would prefer that I not put the letter
In or put [t in with a less even-hand-
«ed response. I think It would be hurt-
ful ta the wriler to do clther one —
not use the Jetter or be curt in a re-
sponse.

What do you think?
A - Barbara

If you have a question or a*
comment for Barbara Schiff, a
trained therapist and experi-
enced counselor, send it to Sireet
Sense at 36251 Schooleraft, Livo-
nia 48150,

Barbara Schitf

ALTERNATIVE MOVIE
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tempt Lo get as far away from Holly-
wood as ible. Murnau, who dl-
rected the acclalmed “Nosferatu”
(1921) in his natlve Germany and
“Sunrise”(1926) in Amerfca, had
waged {(and often lost) constant bat-
Ales with the American studlos.

The idea of filming native people
in the South Sea Islands appealed to
him greatly. Hooking up with a new
production company and outdoor di-
rector Flaherty, he sct out to make
an exotie love story with authentle
locales In Tahiti, Bora Bora and

orea.

TROUBLE BEGAN almost upon
arrival. Funding for the pleture was
erratic, while the direclors. rarely
saw cye to cye. According to fHim
historlan Andrew Sarris, “Where
Flaherty expressed man’s adaptabll-
ity to nature, Murnau pondered on
man's place In the unlverse. Where
Flaherty was concerned with the
thythm of living, Murnau was ob-

with the meaning of life.”

Flaherty soon found himself on the
outside of the productlon, even to the
polnt where he was replaced as cam-
eraman by Floyd Crosby.

‘The {inished film, though (ull of in-
credible imagery, was unfortunately
released at an awkward time, when
audiences were lintng up for talkles.
“Tabu™ was one of the last great
1lIms released silent with a synchro-
nized music score.

Murnau died In a Ireak car accl-
dent shortly before “Tabu” was re-
leased, which began the {ilm's com-
pllcated legal history. The origlnal
negatlve was returned to Germany
and thought - lost during World War
IL A quality nitrate print found in
1973 and the cooperation of Mur-
nau’s nleces (who now own rights to
the ftllm) are putting "Tabu" back on
the big screen.

“Grass" and “Chang” were the
works -of Ernest Schocdsack and
Mcrlan C. Cooper, the directors of
“King Kong" (1933). More than just

curious predecessors of the famous

monster mavie, the two films are ad-

SCREEN SCENE

Continued from Pago 2

controversial profect — researching her
small Bavarian town's stand agalnst the
Natis during World War 11.

1"Ju Dug™ (China —~ 1990). A dye facto-
ry ownee's wife has an affair with her
tsband’s adopted nephew in this Oriens
tal turn on “The Postman Always Rings’
Tilce.” China’s entry for the Academy
Award generaled some controversy when
the government tried to pull It, fearing it
w3 (oo steamy.

MICHIGAN THEATRE, 16301 E. Lib-
erty, Ann Arbor. Call 669-8397 for Infor-
mation. ($4.50, $3.50 students and senlor
clllu'ns)

“Britlsh Antmatlon Invasion™ (Britain
May 3 (call for show
times). A varied coliectlon of cartoon
shorts (including televislon commercials)
from the melting pot of London, with t-
tles like “Jolllty Farm,” Night Visliors,”

" and the 4
“Creature Comlforis.”

TELE-ARTS THEATRE, 1540 Wood-

Lucas

-STREET-SEEN-
Denise Susan

venture classics In their own right.

Bath were made under
circumstances, “Grass” records the
migration of the Bakhtiara nomads
of Persla, who annually cross vast
snow-covered mountatn rangess and
freezing cold rivers wil afl their
wotdly possesslons and animals in
taw,

“Chang,” made two years later,
tells of a famlly's struggle to survive
in the jungles of Siam. It Included
amazing animal sequences with
man-cating ligers, filmed In close
proximity so that the directors could
achieve greater depth of field.

The dlreclors, always interested In
technical innovatlons, used a wide
screen process called Magnascope to
record a climactic stampede of ele-
phants. The’screen image opens up

to almost double width, a gimmick-

that wlll be re-created during the
Detrolt Film Theatre screenings.

Slmply put, the three films com-
bined will display some of the great-
est adventure sequences ever cap-
tured on film.

ward, Detroit. Call 963-8630 for informa-
tlon. (34 or $2.75 students and senior clil-
2¢ns)

“Berkley in the Elxues (USA — 19%0),
through May 12, The rise and fall of the
student movement [n the 1960s Ls charted
In this award-winnlng documnentary. Ar-
chival footage fetures a cast of thou-
sands, including Ronald Reagan, Martin
Luther King Jr., Allen Ginsberg and The
Grateful Dead, plus present day inter-
views with activists from the era.

— John Monaghan
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h don't function well as

' unusual and

Qur intrepid Slrec! Scene reporter is ulwaus looking jor the
and

. and entreprencurs. Send those to this column in care of this
newspaper, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, or call 591-2300,

from readers

3 Ext.2131.

Racy accessories

The Grand Prix ls almost here and those drivers have always
known black and white checks arc a winning combinatlon. Fashion
accessories that seem llke a blast from the past, but definitely shout
“Right now" Included checkerboard gloves ($22) and checkerboard
umbrella ($40). From Jacobson stores. )

erset Mall,

Pocket Computer

The most advanced pocket organlzing computer to date is the Super
Wlzard, It has memory to store more than 2,600 names and numbers,
Cost is $399. From Sharper Image, Twelve Oaks Mall, Novi, and Som-

generic Incompetents.

WITH FINE clnematography
against brilliant Afrlcan vistas —
and with fine performers like Cage
and Glancarlo Glanninni ("New York
Steries™) — A Time to Kill” has the
basic Ingredients of an cnnobling
character study, but it turns sour
pretty quickly because of its faulty
seript, -

April 25 also was the release date
for four significant foreign films, the
best of whi ls Lnuis Malle’s (“At-
lantic Cit. Revoir Les En-
fants”) “May Foob" (1990, R, colnr,
105 minutes).

The film takes some very funny
and painted shots at human nature in
a black satlre revolving around a
large, dispersed family gathering for
the funeral of their matriarch, Milou
(Miche] Piccoli). .

Set In the French countryside and
lovingly photographed with a quality
suggesting  French  impressionist
painting, ihe story Is told against the
backdrop of the May 1968 revolu-
tion.

The family members are mainly
interested in themselves, their share
of Milou's estate, the difficulty in ob-
talning food and supplies during the
revolution and, only perhaps, slightly
in grieving for their mother and
grandmother’s passing.

Malle brings the exactly right
light but bittersweet touch ta this
comedy of human foibles.

ChHaues

for
*219

Gratioty Hot
Inctaded)

a
Kiss Before Dying.”
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“The Five Heartbeats” (A-, R).

Good cntertainment and excel-
lent musle in story of fletitious
black singing group.

“GoodFellas” {B+, R, 145 min-
utes).

Martin Scorsese’s intense, com-
pelling saga of three mobsters re-
turns after recelving half-dozen Os-
car nominatlons. Despite good act-
Ing and fine technical values, the
film is to be condemned for glorify-
ing viclous and vielent gangsters.

*“The Hard Way” (B, R, 105 min-
utes).

James Woods as tought cop
doing comedy -doesn't match Mi-
chael J. Fox's excellent spoof of
movies and ‘movic people. tn this
entertaining, unsuaul buddy film.

“Nome Alone” (B-, PG, 100 min-
utes).

Engaging comedy about young
boy (Macaulay Culkln) left at home
by accldent.

“If Looks Cauld Kill" (C+, PG-
13).

'GRADING THE MOVIES

High “school student flunks
French but winds up Ilving the life
of James Bond.

“King Ralph" (B, PG-13, 95 min-
utes).

Vegas lounge pianlst (John Good-
man) Is in line for British threne in
delightful comedy.

“The Long Walk Home" (A-, PG,
95 minutes).

Excellent performances by Sissy
Spacek and Whoopl Goldberg per-

. sonalize the 1955 Montgomery,

Ala,, bus boycott.

"The Marrylng Man" (C+, R,
110 minutes).

Sexy, sultry singing Kim Bas-
inger can't save thls muddted Neit
Stmon seript.

“Mortal Thoughts” (B, R, 104
minutes). .

Poorly structured plot detracts
from exccllent performances by
Demi Moore and Glenne Headly as
New Jersey beautlclans.

“New Jack City” (B-, R).

Fairly well done, inner-city drug, -
gang and undercever cops story.

“Out fnrJusﬂr:e" {*.R).

played by Matt Dilfon, blinds her to his dark side in “A

- tough cop.

Macho-man Steven Seagal is a

‘““The Sllence of the Lambs” (C-,
R, 115 minutes).

Disgusting film about FBI Cadet
{Jodi Foster) confronting cannlbal-
istic psychiatrist and serial klller,
Desplte technical accomplishment,
this fllm is only for those who take
ghoulish delight In the suffering of
others.

“Sleeplag With the Enemy” (C+,
R, 95 mlnutes).

Julia Roberts’ excellent per-
formance as battered wife who
takes matters-into her own hands
can’t overcome weak scenario
about psychotic hubble,

“Tecnage Mutant Ninja Tortles
IE: The Secret of the Ooze” (PG, 88
minules),

Lots of action but little violeace
as everybody's favorite turtles do
[t again,

“Up Agalnst the Wall” (°, PG.
™ v

Prejudice and racism take a ter-
rible toll on Black teenagers.
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If you're going to call yourself
community newspapers

The Bloomfield Hills

Optimist Club

around the year,

..

Oakland
County Parks

@

weYe righl Tare'

MOTHERS AGAINST DRUNK ORIVING
Fed Albbon Campaign

You need to care about your
communities.

WE DO. Our main goal is to bring you good. sohd, local news that you won't find any

where else. We do that twice each week 1n 13 newspapers

Bul throughoul The year we also sponsor and promote a vanety ol events (hat beneht

ayne Counly Park Systemv's Family Fiiness Day. the

eminars We care about people of all
support of such organizaliens as Oakland County's Food Bank, Ihe
Holiday Gift Drive, and Project Graduation Youngsters in a fumber of schools will enter

the second annual hirdhouse building contest and we've taken an aCllvuOlg_Jg,B]Dn-—-—-—--.._

our communilies. Events ke the W,
Marriott Soccer Classic, 10K Runs, and educationat &

ages and show it with

“promotion-of re€ychng 1N our communities:

No, we don't swoop into our communities when a story breaks, furn on the bright hights
and tocus on the situation for a tew minutes and then disappear We're here everyday,

dayn and day out

And we're happy about 1. We hope you are, too,
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We Llve Where You tive




