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Loni Anderson sizzles

‘in fact-based ‘White Hot’

Film probes
cover-up of
starlet’s death

Amy Schinidt

“She was a real party girl, I think
prabably because alcohol is a
downer, and she was (lying around
so high on dict pills,” tells Loni
Andursen of the woman she is to
partray Sunday, May 5, on NBC. 1
wear 0 many gowns In this movie
beeause all she did was go from one
party 1o another, and onc man to
anather —and several at the same
time!™” .

No, Andersen s’ talking about
Manlyn Monroc, Janis Joplin or
Vivien Leigh, She's talking about the
subject of her title role in "White
tol; The Mysterious Death of
Thelma Todd." "Thelnia wha?” you
might ask.

Bold, blond and beautiful, Thelma
Todd was fast becoming
Hollywond’s queen of comedy in the
early 1930s. Genninely funny and
talented, she starred apposite the
Afarx Brothers in ' Monkey
Business™ and “tlorse Feathers,”
well as in her own comedy shorts.
But the actress led a dangerausly
wild life, flirting with alcohnl, drugs
and.anobsters, such as Lucky
Lucianv. On a chilly night in

* December 1935, her battered body -
was discovered slumped behind the

- wheel of her Lincoln I’haeton
convertible in a garage above the
restaurant that bore her name,
Thelna Todd's Sidewalk Cafe. In
spite of the bruises on her face and .
body, authorities immediately
declared her deach a suicide, and
the case was closed—or so they
Lhought.

For (he last $4 years, author Andy

8

Jeas ke her charac

Edmond has researched Todd's
tragic demise. Sunday's film X
conclusion leans toward Edmond's
conclusion—and the gossip of the
day regarding one of Hollywood's
greatest unsolved mysteries.

But Lani Anderson isn't giving the
ending away. The former “WKRP”
bombshell is so cnamared of the |

" project she's milking it for allit's

warth, “This movie has been kind of
a wonder{u) monster,” she says,
describing the “fabulous” gowns she

-worg on the sct and the film sites

such as Thedma Todd's Sidewalk
Cafe on Pacific Coast Highway in
Malibu and the famous Coconut
Grove, restored to its 1930's look.

[ must say that ] had te werk out ..

and work out trying not to get an
nunce of fat on my body, because
these gowns are very unforgiving.”

- confesses Anderson, explaining that

all of the dresses she wore were
originals that had been remade to i1t
her. “Yate dry lettuce leaves the
whole time T tade the movie' she
Latghs

Even tore enthralled is Anderson
by Todd, herself. “She was so lovely
and »o funay, and playing somuvone

with thit sense of humor couldn’t be -
Cmore exciting Everyone [1alked to

said, "Oh she was so much fun We
Just loved her” But T think hee
deahngs with men were her
downfall.” s

Andverson’s awn Iife couldn’t be
r's though.
“I'm so very content,” she says
warmly, if not downright giddily, of
her relationship with husband Burt
Reynolds. “I'ny married to my best
friend.” And of the couple’s 2-year-
old son. she adds affectionately,
“he's qute a littde hell-rauser - al)
boy - just hike s daddy

Emmy nonunes Lony Anderson
partrays a Hollywood starlet whose

life on the wild side ended suddealy
in 1935 The docudrama, titled
“White flat: The Mysterious Death
of Thelima Todd,” is said 10 expose
the cover-up that shrouded the
talented comedian’s death for over
50 years
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- Hunt no more
for ‘Red October’

i1y Amy Schmidt
Seun Connery and Alec Baldwin star
1n the submanine thriller The Hunt for
Red October, Saturday, May 4. on
HBO. fast summer's bovoffice hit
dramatizes a'l" S, Inteligence officer’s
dilemma of annating a first strike
against a nuclear Sovict sub headed for

Amencan shores, .
Milo the Xitten sailv downstream

©while Gy, hus bulldog inend. gives

chase in The Adventures of Mo and
s s hearterendimg chuldeen's tale
prepucnng Wednesday, May 1, on
HBO Duaftey Muoze narrates
Anthuny Denison i rune Ston ) and

Sele Wird (Hello Agan) costar sn

¢Chald of Darkaess, Ciald of Light
g on the 'S Network Wednes-
day A Vaticsn peeest i assigned the
Challing Lask of myestipatsng the vairgim
prepnanuies of twe women

1 Lave You te Beath s based enaitroe
Ay abiait g wonsan shio tared thups
to Ml et womamang pizias
shop-oweet hisband Kesin KRhine
plays the ©assanoti o geopands af
Tening mure than tus sex tife, Jraces
Ullman s s gealous wile. Witlam
Hurt River $fhorniy and Keanu
Reevesdepet the hoolipans hered to i
the ety deedd The vameds premeres
Wednesday on Shvatime’
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