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points of view

Let’s say yes to I"-'I‘i_ll‘s_;.‘pa'r\ks’ millage

By Mark Davis
spacial writer

I'M CONCERNED about the out-
come of the parks and recreation
millage rencwal election in Farm-
ington Hills en May 7. Why? Some
residents may vote no.

How could residents possibly vote
agalnst continuing a mlllage that:

® Provides funding for needed
bike tralls, playgrounds, youth ath-
letlc fields, senjor citizen facilities,
teen activities and preserves a pris-
tine woodland for future genera-
tions. .

# Is the product of over one year
of concentrated study, heated de-
bate, and ultimate compremlse that
satisfles every Involved citizen,

® Isarepewal, ot a “new tax.”

@ Is probably the best bargaln for
my tax dollar I've ever seen.

If you are a reglstered vater, in-
vest a minute or two right now. Re-
view the facts before casting your
bailot on May 7. Make sure the fol-
lowing assumptlons do not sway
your vote.

NEGATIVE PUBLICITY — Dur-
ing the past year, the Observer has
meticulously covered the pubtic de-
bate surrounding the Farmington
Hills Parks & Recreation Master
Plan, the Peltz-MDQT property and
related lssues. The debate has been
heated, emotlonal and very public. I
was one of the most constant eritlcs.

The democratle process works.
Every dedlcated resldent was heard.
Plans were modified and agreement

_guest column

was reached. The millage plan was
hammered out through an arduous
process of detailed study and dozens
of public meetings.

An always open microphone at
Farmington Hllls clty council meet-
Ings and unfettered reporting by the
Observer allowed everyone a chance
to contribute thelr views. A program
thal best serves the needs of all
Farmington Hills residents has re-
sulted.

Unfortunately, some voters who
read about the earller controversies

may have prematurely declded to
votc agalnst the millage renewal.

VOTER APATHY — IU's a shame.
Farmington Hllls has more than
40,000 reglsiered voters, yet fewer
than 20 ‘percent usually cast their
baliot on these local lssues. Some
voters may belleve the measure will
pass esally and thelr vote doesn't
matter, Every vote counts.

DEFEAT OF SCHOOL MILLAGE
— Voters turned down the school

distrlct request for Funding. Some
clalm these votes were “bought” via
newspaper ads by a Jocal business,
Alexander Hamllton Insurance. Will
the voters who defeated the school
miilage also be apposed to parks and
senlors? I certainly hope not.

Officals at Alexander Hamillon
have siudied the parks & rec millage
renewal in detabl. Thelr president s
known for hls concern-that tax dol-
lars be spent wiscly. Headlee sup-
ports the parks mlllage. If you fol-
lowed hls advice on the school mll-
lage, please do 50 agaln. Vote yes on
May 7.

CONCERN ABOUT HIGH TAXES
-~ Every homeowner carries a

newal of a tax wa are already pay-
ing. And It 1s a bakgain — Tess Lhan
$1 per week for a Hofae with a mar-
ket value of 3200.0“._3 I

¢

Why vote yes? The progiams to be
funded will benefit everyone. Your
yes vate on May 7 will produce a vi-
tal and pesitive Impact on the quali-
ty of llfe for every resident of Farm-
ington Hills. T urge each registerd
vater to vote yes for the parks and
recreation millage renewal. -

Mark Davis, a Farmington -
Hiills resident, ouns Professional
Development . Association, a '
training and consulting company
in Franklin, He's on the board of

heavy praperty tax burden. The mil-  directors of the Quaker Valley
lage Is not a tax increase. It s a re-  Homeowners Association.
——

from our readers

Why she’s
voting for
park millage

- To the edltor:

1 am writing to express my sup-
port for the May 7 millage. I feel
that It is very Important for the citi-
zens of Farmington-Farmington
Hills. Not only Is the park a beautiful
place, it also provides a safe and re-
laxlng area for many events.

* Last year I graduated from Harrl-
son High school. As a traditlon, we
sponsored a pre-Prom pleture-taking

party.

In order to be ablé to accommo-
date the amount of students, parents
and friends who would attend the
party, without teaving anyone out, it

was necessary to hold the cvent :

some place large. .

The park was perfect. Its location
couldn’t be better, nor could the
seenery been more beautlful.

By holding the "pleture party at
Heritage Park, everyone felt wel-
come to come resulting In the big-
gest turnout and the greatest and
most memorable pictures,

The volleyball nets at the park are
a blg attracticn’ for people my age,
actually all ages. There are very
limlted areas where teenagers are
welcome these days.

At Herltage, everyone s wel-
comed. Most places for- teenagers
are lame and “cheesy”, therefore no
one cares (0 go.

Howéver, I remember many times
when we would all mect at the park
and play games upon games of vol-
leybal), baseball, Frisbee, ¢tc. Herl-
tage allows students to have a good
{ime without having to worry about
“partylng”.

I'm very concerned that if the mll-
lage Is not repewed, facllities like
Heritage will not be built for the cltl-
zens of Farmington Hills,

1 truly hope that the taxpayers
will see the need for this and vote
yes, as I will, It is such a smali price
to pay for such a huge benefit.

Jennifer Fitzgerald,
Farmington Hills

Another yes
on park vote

“To the editor:

On May 7, voters of Farmington
Hills will be asked to vote for a re-
newal of the parks and recreation
millage. Among many other (hings,
this millage will provide more ball-
fields nd soccer fields for our young-
sters. -

1 ask the voters to conslder. how
difficult it will be in the future for
our sports organizations to promote
soccer and baschall without having
ensugh fields forteams to compete,
We must not wait.

The four home fields we presently
use for 27 teams have never been
rested. The ficlds are belng slowly
destroyed by overuse.

Let's help the kids and vate Yes on
May 7. They deserve an adequate
number of sports facilitles.

Thomss K. Faro,
activities director,
Farmington Saccer Club

Three say yes
to millage

To the edltor:

The rmitlage proposal of May 7
wlll fund a master plan adopted In
carly 1991. Questions have recently
risen with respect to the specific
uses of these funds and In the intend-
od use of property presently owned
by the clty and to be acquired,

e master plan expressed com-
mitments to:

® Senlor citizens. The milllage
will guarantee the ability to contlnue

. programs for the next eight years.

® Open spaces.” Acquisition and
preservatlon of qulel, green open
space for residents to enjoy in its
natural state.

@ Preservatlon of the Peltz-
MDOT property. Of the 36 square
mlles of Farmington Hills, this is the
last one-tenth of one percent of the
arca of the cily still blessed with a
rolllng, wooded mature forest.

® Bike paths, hiking trails, nature
tralls, arboretum.

® Youlh sports,

This millage provides funds for
long-term, thoughtful planning. A
resolution recently adopted by the
clty council relterated the counsel's
commitment to follow this master

plan.

Clties with commlitments to parks,
open space and chitdren make the
most attractive citles. These com-
munltics enjoy a reputation for ex-

spected, sought-after communities,

The adopted master plan is a gen-
uinely positive step for. the ‘entire
communlty, - This milllage provides
the last best chance for the clty to
malntain and improve sehlor pro-
grams, purchase addltional park
land and preserve the natural beauty
o{ parcels presently owned by the
clty,

Relylng upon the commitments
made by the city council,” concerns
we have raised aré now esolved
properly and acceptably. ) )

We strongly recomménd your vote
in favor of the parks and recreation ',
millage on May 7. .

cellent facilities and a high qulity of Roy Lindhardt,
lte. . Joe Derek,
With this millage, Farmington Rurt Yockey,

Hills will emerge as one of these re-

Fatmington Hills
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TEMPORARY PARKING RAMP CLOSING

Beginning May 1, the Woodward Avenue Parking Ramp will be closed for necessory
repairs and renovation. No need to fret.. there's plenty of spoce

in the Chester Street Parking Structure ond it's just kitty-corner fram our

Women's Apporel Store, and conveniently close to our Children's Store

and Store for the Home/Men's Shop. OFf course, when you shop here,

we'll validote your porking ticket so you'll never hove to think twice obout time!

Jacobsons

BIRMINGHAM
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SHOWROOM

Complele displays in
traditional and contemparary
styling. Shown with appliances,
plumbing fixtures and
Corian counters.
Open 9-6 daily

9-4 Sat.
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33250 W. Six Mile (at Farmington Rd.) Livonia, MI 38152
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We welcome Jacohsan's Charge, MartesCard® and VISAY
Shop uniil 9 pm. an Thursday and Friday. Uatl 6 pm. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday.




