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By Susan Buck
3slalt writer

The great dlvide between Detroit
and ‘its suburbs s bath “perceived
and true,” according to 2 touted Is-
racli writer who grew up in Pontlac,

Ze'ev (BilY) Chafets, author of
“Devils Nigh ther True Tales
of Detroit,” spoke Monday to a
crowd at the Blrmingham Temple,
numbering more than 350 people, In-
cluding many who once llved in De-
troit.

Chafets® book drew international
attention last year. Metropolitan De-
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troiters were caught off guard when
they saw thelr cosmopolitan woes
written In detail by a man who re-
turned to this country for a year and
lived In the downtown arca before
wriling his book.

Chafcts rankled Detroiters when
he catled their city “America’s first
third world city.”

But Chafets said that he was
merely speaking of “third warld so-
cial indicators™ one of which Is.a
high tnfant mortality.

“DETROIT HAS BEEN an urban
laboratory for the rest of the United

- States," Chafets said. His book shows

“the metamorphosis of a once great
city.”

“I'm not an urbanologist or a so-
ciologist,” Chafets sald.

In both Detroit and. its suburbs;
residents told Chafets they had “the
feeling of being a refugee” brought
on by white flight.

Israeli author has ‘Devil’s Night’ tale

gln government during the carly,
years of that administratlen.
Chafets is cditor of the new week-
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There will be no followup books on
Detroit, Chafets sald. -~

“I don't have another book about
Detroit tn me,” Chafcts sald, during
a press conference earlier in the day.
“I'm not an expert on Detroit, I just
wrole a snapshot."

Chafets said (hat he continues Lo
be overwhelmed by both Detroit res-
idents who want to burn down their
city on Devli's Night —~ and ontook-
ers from the suburbs and other parts
of the United States who watch them
dolt.

parts of the country, although It
drew little attentlon in Isracl,

In the book, Southficld, West
Bloom(leld, Warren, Deatborn,
Howell and other communltles were
duscribed In (he chapter entitled,
"“The Hostile Suburbs.”” He considers
them “th most segregated suburbs in
the country.”

'The roots of Detroit’s problems
arc economic and racial, Chafets
sald.

“It’s casier to get funding for a ho-
tel on the Detrolt Rlver than It is to
get Junding for low-Income houslng,”
Chalets sald.

The auto indusiry ~- once offering
high paying jobs to new high school
graduates — 1s not going to save De-
troit, he said,

DEVIL'S NIGHT is the night be-
tore flalloween {Oct.31), when
pranksters in different parts of the
_country can be counied on for a dirty
trick or two, usually harmless and

performed In a spirit of humor. TO EMPHASIZE hls polnt Chafets

Dearborn, Howell and
other communities are
described in the
chapter entitled, “The
Hostile Suburbs.”

“Coleman Young has chosesn a par-
ticular approach that Is confronta-
tiona. It's unfair to the mayor to
think he is the cause of the problems.
He's @ masterful politiclan. H Rt
wasn't for white filght, he wouldn't
be elected.”

Chalets said that he Is most criti-
cized by peaple who didn't read the
book, including many who claimed
he was maklng a fortune off the
troubles of Detrolt.

Chafets attributes the beginnlng of
Detroit's decline to the 1967 riot.

“It's a phrase I heard all over the
city and the suburbs,” Chafets said.
“It's almost as if one person had
written the speech and everyone
memorized it. The 20 years | spent
In Israel were helplul to me, At least
In Isract, I feel that it belongs to
me.”

In Detroit, however, Devil's Night
has turned malictous, with vandals
setting dangerous fires as a ‘main
part of their celebration. While the
number of fires deliberately set is
disputed, there were more than 200
confirmed cases of arson during De-
troit’s last Devil's Night, much to the
dismay of the mayor and other city
officials who decried the practice.

Chafets’ book set off a firestorm
of iis own In Michigan and other

Best of Bloomfield Hills
ﬁEATHERg

Bloomfield Hills

niniums from under $150,000
Rd. between Opeyke and

e,

Chafets, born in Pontiac, now lives
in Tel Aviv. He moved to Israel In
1967 and became politlcally actlve
serving as a spokesman for the Be-
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Kensington Academy

Cored Pra K through Ath grade

1029 € Saxan Leke Road
[
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invites you.to inquire about our
excellent Academic and Athletic Progrems.

« Testing Dates for Admizton
= Fnancial Ald
 After School Clubs

For fusher Information calt
Director of Admissions
dulle Oldanl « (313) 647-8040

noted that several years ago when a
new Mazda plant offered 3,000 good
paying jobs, the company had more
than 100,000 applicants.

“Opportunities don’t exist for the
children of the working class,' Chaf-
ots said.

On Detroit’s mayor, Chafets said:

EXTRA CAR IN DRIVEWAY
CAR GETTING ON NERVES? ' TAXES TOO HIGH?
Help us halp those in need : :
By donating your used car, boat, real '
i d recelve (alr market value as a
1ox deduction whan you Kemize.

CALL 373-9000

VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA

GIBSON

School For The Gifted

- Open 1o olt, regardloss of raco.
color, raligion, nalional or clhnic
gin.

Ironically, Chafets conslders him-
self to be'a fan of the Motor City,
even though his own grandfather
was killed there during a robbery at-
tempt. :

1 always liked Detroit before the
book and I still like It," he sald.
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= An independoent, co-cducationat
day school for gilted studonts
ages 4-13.

» Accrodilod by tho Indopendent
Schoots  Association of the
Central Statos

» Low siudent to toachet ratio.
« Financiat pid availablo.
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- Cabinets -Accessories & More
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408 S. Latayelle « Royal Oak « 541-2722

ESTATE A UCT.T ON
1 DAY ONLY!
SUNDAY, MAY 5- 1J:.m.
Atour Gallery « 815 Woodward Ave., Pontiac

(1 Mile North of Square Lake Rd.)

Approximately 300 “Cholce” Itema from the Estate of Dorothy Dawson
and various othercolleclors and consignors.

PARTIAL LISTING: Ca. 1900 Storling Sitvar Faltware sot, Oriantalia, Japanosa Ivory
Figuras, Hardstono carvings, Oil Painiings, Largo Bronze Collection, Brilliam Cut
Crystal, English & Europann Porcetaln, Largae Onental Aug Collsction, 10 Chippon-
dalo Stylo Mahogany Dining Chalrs, Aniiquo Fronch Flintiock Pisfol, Prints: Audobon,
Duly, Chagall, Frodlander, 6 Panal Kotomondel Screen, English Watorcolors, Gor-
man Cochkoa Clock, Palchwork Quill, Mahogany Dining Tabla, Child's Banjo,
Louis XV Stylo Cammoda, Carnival & Dopression Glass, 4 Postor Mahogan)
Chippendalo Siylo Queen Size Bed, Over 40 pincos of fino jowelry AND uoﬂcr
MUCH MOREI
YVIEW: Saol., May 4 - 10 am. to 4 p.m. & Sup, - Noan to Auction
TERAMS: Cash, Chock, American Expeess, MazlerCard, Visa & Discover {10% Buyors

Promium}
CATALOGUES: $2.00 a! the door

ABSENTEE AND TELEPHONE BIDS ACCEPTED
Consignmenis snd Estslas Accepled for Fulure Auctions

Matsel's Galleries, Inc.
815 Woodward Ave. - Pontlac, MI38M1 - (313) 338-9040
(Opposde S Joseph's Haspial)
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