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Two area residents are among a
dozen Michlganians on 2 -panel
working to knock down barriers to
adopting cmldrcn

They are "Don Marengere, presi-
dent of Adoptlon Option, and Oak-
land Probate Judge Joan E. Young.

“We began by looking at the
problems of adopting hard-to-place
children,” Marengere said after
Tuesday's first meeting. The
Bloomficld Township resident is a
sales representative for a Livonia
medical supplics firm.

“Hard to place children are
those other than healthy infants.
They may be older, handicapped or
those with a lot of emotional bag-
gage.” he explained.

APPOINTED by Gov. John En-
gler, the panc) is headed by Lt.
Gov. Connie Binsteld.

Binsfeld's panel held its -first

| inteting ™ Tuesday— behind —¢losed

doors in a Senate caucus room. As
an executive office agency, it is not
subject to the Open Meetings Act.

The appointment was so sudden
that Young, whose probate court
handles adoptions, was unsure pri-
ar {0 the meeting what the commit-
tee would be asked 10 do.

Engler asked the group 1o study

Adoption panel named

barriers to adoption, greater use of

Book stirs controversy, opinions

By Susan Buck
stalt writer

ey might not have read the
book Bu( that didn’t stop them from
forming an opinion about Ze'cv
Chafets’ controversial book, “Devil's
Night: And Other True Tales of De-
troit.”

About a third of the 350 or 50

ple who turned out In Farmlington
Hills Monday to see Chavets sald
they had read the book. He spoke at
the Birmingham Temple,

Those who hadn't said they formed
thelr oplnions on the of ex-
cerpts of the book carrled in newspa-
pers and critiques on radlo and tele-
vision talk shows,

“I think he gave a very positive,
very fair appraisal of a clty In trou-
ble,” said Charles Benjamin of
Bloomfield Hills, who sald he read
the book. “You have to read the book
in It's entirety.”

Book excerpts were all that
Sherell and Sondra Gorden, South-
fleld residents, needed to become
members of the audience. “The ex-
cerpt In the New York Times was In-
teresting enough to make us come
tonight,” sald Sondra Gordon.

. CHAFETS' BOOK created a fires-
torm of when it was

adoption, “private” and
adptions, and ways.to promote and
facilitate adoption.

Michigan: records about 4,000
adoptions per year, Marcngere.
About half are “related” adoptions
— for example, where a husband
adopts his wife's child by a previ-
ous marriage, Half are between un-
related peaple.

MARENGERE, whose group
promotes adoption, said other 1s-
sues are likely to be:

® How can the state reduce the
time a child spends in foster care?

@ What can be done to increase
the use of adoption for unwed teen
mothers? A generation ago, hall or
more of unwed mothers placed
their children for adoption. Today
only 15 percent of teen mothers
place thelr children. Fower than 1
percent of mothers 20 or older
place their children.

& Can adoption become an al-

published last year, His look at the
poverty, social prablems, violent
crime, physical destruction and ra-
clal tensions that plague the Motor
City angered many, foremost among
them Detroit Mayor Coleman A.
Young.

That hasn’t swayed Chaleu how-
cver. He sald he sees the actlvlties of
Devil’s Night — the night before
Halloween, when the city Is hit by
hundreds of arsens and nulsance
fires — as a symbol of the urban,
moral and economlc decay he con-
tends is typical of American citics
today.

“The book wasn't so detrimental,”
said Dorothy Rosenberg, who did not
read the book. “You can plek out
whatever you want and make it
whatever you want it to be.” Rosen-
berg said she considers herself a De-
troiter, in the metropolltan sense,

Cafole-Dworkin—of-West-Bl

since 1981, sald: “You can't deny
that Detrolt has its problems,”
DURING CHAFETS' speech,
troft: A City At War,” he spoke nboul
the great divide that exlsts between
the city and the suburbs, Young him-
self drew a dividing line — and add-
ed to clty-suburban animaesity —
durlng hls (irst inaugural speech,

when he told criminals to “to hit -

Eight Mile Road.”
One chapter in his book, “The Hos-
tile Suburbs,” was named after a

\
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phrase Young once used that some
say contributed o tenslons between
the city and the suburbs.

“J just want to know if he (Chafets)
has any solutions,” - said Marliyn
Shorr, a Detrolt resident whose fam-
ily endowed the annual Shorr Memo-
rial Lecture In honor of her brothers,
Robert and Mickey, who died three
years ago.

Chafets' appearance marked the
third lecture in the annua) series.

Shorr continues to live in the Eight

(T.Ro-12AX0)11A

Mile-Schaefer area of Detroit. Shc’
sald her neighbors, mostly black, 3’ b
want the same things out of life um. %
she does.

Leslee Herschfus, a West Bloom-
field resident, wondered why issues
supported by Young — like casino
gambling or the rezoning of river-
front property — can be turned.
down by .voters while the mayor

‘himself enjoys political Invulnerabil-
ity.

“He's a Teflon mayor,” she said.
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Ternative to abortion for the twain
five women in Detroit who termi-
nate their pregnancies each year?

Marengere said the panel plans
to meet every second week [nr
abaut a year.

Engler, like President George
Bush, is pro-life (anti-abortion).
Bush has advocated adoption as an

field was “fascinated by the whole
issue.”

“I've coltected all kinds of news-
paper clippings and [ read all the re-
buttals.” Dworkin said. “I have read
ati the excerpts. The excerpts had all
the sensational parts. The book was
maore evenhanded.”

Her daughter, Rhonda D\corkln. a

alternalive to abortion.

Long Island, New York, resident

l If you want to know what's going-on in vour community, read The Observer & Eccentric
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