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study of year- round schooling continues

By Casey Hana

~—staftwrlter._.

- A pilot program to educate elementary
nudcnl.s year-round could begin as garly as
July 1992 — if F’nﬂnlnan-nm parents
want it.

. How or where such a program (s devel-
bped wilt depend on parent and school hoard
reaction o it, sald Mary Lou Somerville,
principal at Fairview Early Chlldhood Cen-
ter who chalrs a district study committee on
the lssue,

- School officials stress :uch a program
would be voluntary for students and staff.

School officials believe a year-round pro-
gram would better utlllze current school
bulldings by extending learning into sum-

mer months, and is another way to offer stu- |

dents and parents a “cholce™ — a hot tople
in educatlon across the country.

“With ail the talk about. cholces these
days, It's important to discuss them,”
Somerville sald. “Farmington hes had a

Cops, kids have date at movies

' What could be better than a morn-
ing at the movies . . . especlally if
you're a kid and the whole morning,
Including pop, popcorn and a souve-  cily.
nir, is all paid for by a police group?

The Farmington Hllls Pollce Offi-
cers Assoclatlon took 50 children to

Youngsters (from left) Joanne Evans, 8, Krysta Evans, 10, and
Rachel Berger, 10, all of Farmington Hills, can tell you what a
good time they had Saturday morning, April 20, thanks to
members of the Farmington Hills Police Officers Association
wha treated 50 kids to the movies.

great track record with schools of choice,
and thls communlty secems to support those
things."

FARMINGTON CURRENTLY has sever-

- al cholce optlons for youngsters, including

open enrollment at the high school level, an
altematlve enrlchment curriculum at High-
meadow Common Campus Elementary, and
a.choice between home school and central-
{zed kindergartien programs.

All were prompted by pupll overcrowd- -

ing, but educators have found such pro-
grams are benefictal to students as well.
Year-round education was proposed for
much the same reason, although Farming-
ton Superintendent Michael Flanagan has
cautioned It should be supported “for the ed-
ucatlonal reasons. If we're able to save

_space in bulldings, that's just gravy.”

the movles Saturday, Aprit 20, as yot
another community project designed
to help less forlunate resldents in the

Parents dropped the kids off at the
Unlted Artlsis Theater, on Grand
River, west of Middlebelt, early Sat.:

Year-round schoollng can take different
shapes, depending on a scheol district and
Its needs. Students still attend school for 180
days, but.they are spread over-the entire

urday morning and police offlcers

chaperoned. "Each child received

{rec admisslon, a drink, a box of pop-

corn and a T-shirt with the pﬂllce as-
soclation logo.

The association credits the follow-
Ing agencles and businesses for help-
Ing with the project:

# Salvation Army/Neighbarhood -
House, dlrector Cheryl Carter, which
helped identify chitdren to partlcl-
pate In the Saturday event.

# The Head Start program, direc-

tor Loretta Zahn, which also helped
identify children to participate.
- @ McDonald's restaurant, 10 Mile
and Orchard Lake Road, manager
Sherry Summers, for cups ‘and lids
for refreshmants.

® United Artists Theater, mana-
ger Bab Cooley and district manager
Jim Hayden, for arrangements, ad-
misston and refreshments.

® Police chaperones: Tim Connor
(project coordinatar),
Rose _Luttrell,
Loe, Matthew Kechn, Gary Bradley
and Jeff Anderson.

calendar year with Iengthy vacation breaks.
Some districts put groups of students on
staggered, year-round schedules, while oth-
ers have only one “track,” or schedule, for
all year-round students, .

Such a program could be housed ln one
schoo), or sprcad over several butldings.
Those involved say year-round programs
can house up to one third more students in a
distriet.

THE CONCEPT was {irst ralsed in Farm-
ington by a task force which reported on
building usage In the district last fall. Year-

round education was proposed at that time -

as a way to make better usc of space. Schoo)
board members vated to continue study of
the cancept, and asked adminlstrators to re-
turn to them with cost optlons before ap-
proving It.

In the fall, Somerville sald, her group
plans to do parent and staff surveys on the
tople and hold informatlonal meetings for
the publlc, Based on informatlon gathered,

the group plans to bring a

to the board in December or January.

- FARMINGTON IS not the only district to
look at a year-round concept. Consultant
and retired elementary prinelpal Fred For-
sythe sajd some 500 districts in 20 states
currently offer year-round programs.

The Huron Valley School District in Oak-
land County has a success story with lts
year-round pregram, which was started [n
1972 because of overcrowding probléms.
Today, the clementary level program
serves 580 students — aboul 15 pereent of
the district's elementary population — and
Is a viable optlon, said Bruce Bendure, an
clementary principal and year-round pro-
gram coordinator at Huron Valley.

“It was originally started lo conscrve
classroom space,” he sald. “Today, teachers
are in line to teach In 1t.”

Other districts have experienced short-
term successes with year-round programs.

In the Plymouth-Canton school district, a

d program was in
place (or about flve years years [n all
elementaries and two mlddle schools be-
cause of overcrowding.

It got a mixed reception. “People either
sware by IL, or swore at it,” sald community

“relatlons director Dick Egll. “It worked

well for its purpose. But it does not save
money, because there are additional main- -
tenance and utility costs."

Plymouth-Canton had an “opt oul” safety
valve, allowing students and famliles who
did not Ilke the program to opt for traditlon-
ajl school and provide their own transporta-
tlon.

Egli said he sces year-round education
coming to all school districts in some form,
even again someday In Plymouth-Canton.
“It served us well,” he sald, “[ could work
long-term, but for it to work It would have
to be in the entire district (at all grade lev-
els) I.wouldn't say we would never do it
again.”

Taking a hike

A group of walkers atart on their trek durlng
Sunday's 15-mile (25 kilometer) March of
Dimes watkathon at the Orchard Ridge cam-

matar), Bl"} S"“h’ pus of Oakland Community College'in Farm-  fon HIlls, where 1,250 walkers raised
at. Comini, Dav ington Hills, They were among the 15,000 De-  $125,000. The Jocal course started and end-
troit-area residents who walked to raise $1.4 ed at OCC.

million for -the charity through its annuat
Walk America/Team Walk. The event was
held at several locations, including Farming-
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