Guif war unites Arab community

By Janice Brunson
staft writor

In Westland, clderly Arab women
are wearing only black — symbolic
of perpetuat mourning.

In Birmingham, a young weman
of Iragt dezcent has become a soctal
activist, soliciting funds to buy medi-
clne for victims of war in Iraq,

In Livonia and Southfield, mem-
- bers of Arab-American organlza-

tions scramble to flll growing de-
mands for public speakers on the
Middle East, .

Elsewhere throughout the metro-
politan area, citizens of Arab heri-
tage cope with the aftermath of Op-
eration Desert S'orm, a tragedy re-
ferred 10 more uften than not as a
holocaust. )

“There are many strategies for
coplng. including denial, trying 1o
forget, anger and frustratlon,” sald
Nabee] Abraham, an American-born
Palestintan whn teaches anthropato-
gy at Henry Ford Community Col-
lege in Dearborn,

Feclings, he added, are fucled by a
sense of double standards employed
by the U.S, government. “We support
occupations by certain cauntries, Is-
racl in the West Bank and Golan
Heights and Turkey in Cypress, but
then use the same standard to de-
stroy the infrastructure of Iraq."

Earlier this week, Abraham ad-
dressed the issue during a public fo-
rumm at Christ Charch Cranbroak in
Bloomficld Eills, one of the numer-
ous rcquusls
received in recent months.

AS a representative of the Arab-
American community, he tells audi-
ences “we are really many commun-
ities of differing Arab  heritages
rolled into one ™

“GROWING PAINS of tragedy.”
1s how Christine Oram of Birming-
ham describes- ihe feelings she has
expericnced since the outbreak of
hostitities last August. Oram came
to the United States from Iraq 20
yc;m ago. A brother, visiting rela.

tives there, left the country only
days before allied bombs started
falling In mid Janvary.

Acting on those feelings, she
helped organize Vietims of War, her
{irst venture into public activism.
Later this month, she and others
from the group will carry medical
supplics to Baghdad.

Oram is not alone in her cfforts,

according to Abraham, who said the

war has “cnergized” many Arab
Americans into new activity.
1 our holocaust,” Oram

nut an issue to take lightly,
never felt so deeply or so
detertined about something. It's so
close to my heart.”

'OW, she added, is “a people-to
people crusade, a people-to-people
mission,” a united eflfort resulting in
a growing coalition between various
Arab [actions here.

Tom George of West Bloomfield, a
member of the Chaldean-Iragi Asso-
ion cl \hc)upnn concurs. “To-

3 t .'ulmi(ymg within
the entire (Arab-American) commu-
nity. @ sense we are all working close
ur together ™

Previousty, Chaldeans sought ano-
nymity, according to George, be-
cause “we are relatively new to this
country and we didn’t want 10 bother

anyone

THIS WAR HAS TAUGHT us a
by, lesson. We have ta be organized
and professional. We have to get the
word oul, lel people know who we
ase. Chaldeans now seek active alli-
ances with other area orgamzations,

Berry, a college student ac-
N the Arab Community Center
n Dearborn, said that in addition to
A growing volatien between Chal-
dean and other Arab groups, there is
alsa growing anterest i Arab heri-
tage by the

certanly
interest 1 traditions. cus-

seen an o in-

and Wam, and requests for

tomy
films, semibars and speakees fram
peaple wanting to know more about
Cus
1 feel postive about it, bul i's
unfortunate this didn't happen be-

fore
ant

he war Peaple were so (gno-

for Berry, whose famuly is Lebanese.
“1 don’t feel a sense of mulitary vic-

Sheriff ready
for auction

The Oakland County Sheritfs De-
_partment hosts s annual spring
auction of recovered stolen praperty
and surplus county praperty, 930
am., Saturday, May LE, at the coun-
ty central garage. 1200 North Tele-
graph, Pontiac
toctuded 10 the sale are name
* brand tools, bicycles. stereo vquip-
ment and Jewelry Sixty late-model
velaeles will alse be included, in
cluding Chevrolet patrol cars, Ponti-
¢, Buiek and Oldsmobile passenger

cars, and GAIC and Chevrolet vans
and prckugs

Vehules can be viewed and in-
sperted b am to 4 pm, Thursday
and Fruday. May ¢ and 10.Al) other

Menss 0 he viewed the day of the
salr. Gatesopenat flam

to speak he has

Hecent evenls have been trying

tory and the euphorla afterwards
has been very difficult for me.”

“I'm pleased our numbers of killed
were 50 low, but we don't know the
number of Iragls whe were killed.
We may never know. I can't forget
that.” Like many others, Berry copes
by burying “hersell in volunteer
:mr‘l; Prcsenlly she is wlsing funds
or

THE MOST unsettling matter to
many Arab Americans in the after-
math of the war Is the fate of rela-
tives and {riends still unaccounted
for in Iraq and Kuwalt.

Several days weckly, Mariann

Saleed travels from her Wayne
County home to Southfield where sht-
answers the phone for VOW.

“1 do this to help mysell,” sald
Sajeed whose husband, Khalid.- and
two children, Adam, 9, and Adora, 5,
have been missing In Iraqsince a fi-

. nal phone call on Jan. 12. Phancs

have not worked since bombing be-
ganon Jan. 16,

“I don’t watch TV ncws anymore.
1 den’t want to see my kids begging
for food.” It helps, she sald, being
around others who share a simijlar
plight. Callers from throughout the
U.S. and Canada phone the VOW off-
ice, people frantic with worry about

the fate of relatives In Iraq.
“1t's pretty sad. The women usual-

ly start_crying. They tell you about °

their dreams. I try to reassure them.
I think it helps when (hey know I'm
waiting 100."

The situation Is less desperate in
Kuwait, where Palestinlans charged

with siding with Saddam Hussein -

have heen under seige by angry
Kuwaitis. Phone service is again
warking.

Still, “conditions are not the best
and we're pretty worried,” said
Samia Tawil of the Unlon of Pales-

" tinian Women's Association In Chica-

[
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Christine Oram with comedian Casey Kasem during a recent
fund-ralsing event for the Arab Center in Wayne County.
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From our popular sectional
collection, three designs
that fit your lifestyle. Plush,
lush and contemporary,
these selections bring new
design appeal to multiple
seating arrangements.

The best of today's new
looks—now at special
prices!
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