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ET US add our name to the list of those sup-
porting the proposed hali-mill renewal
I;Jll'lparks and recrealion in Farmington
Hills.

And what a long and impressive list it is, con-
taining the name of just about everyone who is
anyone in this community from the state senator
and representative to our mayor to an oulspoken
backyard naturalist. to the local youth soccer
honcho.

These important people are urging a yes vote
on the parks millage question m the spccml elec-
tion Tuesday, May 7.

Lel’s hope that enough of the city's little peo-
ple — the ordinary Joes and Janes who really
pay the freight around here — agree and add
their yes votes Tuesday so that progress in the
parks department may continue.

Actually, there is no reason why this millage
shouldn’t pass. Voters in 1986 approved the half-
mill levy to initlate a park system In a suburban
communily that badly needed one.

Looking back, it would seem that the mnney
has been well spent.

HERITAGE PARK, something of a nature
preserve and the jewel of the system, has been
developed (granted, some would say overde-
veloved; you know who you are) to include nature
and hiking trails, picnic areas, shelters, comfort
stations and the like. We've heard lots of praise
and very few negative ‘words ‘about Heritage
Park {rom the general public.

But lots more nceds to be accomplished in this
city where there is little undeveloped land left
for parks. Officials, armed with a millage re-
newal, say they want to:

® Acquire and develop land (a bid has been
made to buy a former sod farm on Eight Mile
Road) for ballfields, thus keeping them out.of
Herltage and at last healing the rift between the
nature preserve and ballgames factions.

@ Build a bicycle path to link Heritage and
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*" Actually, there's no reason why
this millage shouldn’t pass.

Pioneer parks and start bike routes in several
city neighborh
® Lease or hulld a facility so that cultural
programs for activities senlor citizens may be
expanded.
® Provide vehicles so that senior citizens can
. be taken to and from the actitivites.
® Develop access, parkjng, nature trails and
“minor amenities” on the Peltz-MDOT progerty
in the Farmington Road/I-696 area.
® Look into the possible expansion of city-
owned San Marino golf course from nine to 18
holes.
® Provide a facillly and programs for the
needs of the community's teenagers.

CITY OFFICIALS, to their credit, seem to
have co-opted the few vocal critics of the parks
policies to the point where they showed up {the
lions lay down with the lambs, so to speak) at a
press conference Monday to urge that the mil-
lage be approved.

It would be great to see this same communily-
wide suppopprt and co-operation contirue in the
months and years to come as Heritage is finished.-
off, Peltz-MDOT s developed and the important
teen and senior programs are strengthened,

Farmington Hills has come a long way parks-
wise from the early '70s, when the general Atti-
tude was: “In this kind of community, the parks
system is the backyard of every home.” A yes

_vote in Tuesday's electlon would hclp the prog-
ress continue.

A final note: Emotions are still running high in
the Farmington area from the failed school mii-
lage election In February, We hope voters will
separate the issues when they go to the polls
Tuesday, May 7. They truly are separate issues,

AKLAND'S COUNTY C issioners
have finally come Lo their senses. After
months of indecision and hand-wring-

ing, they're warming up to the idea of
consulting voters about the proposed solid waste

Hills.

The decision to put the issue before voters has

not been finalized. Not formally, anyway. But

began di the p y
this week, and indications are they will reverse a
declsion made last year and ask residents to vote
on bonding the $500 million project, possibly in
August. .

It's about time.

Literally thousands of hours — with |npul
from hundreds, experts as well as average cili-
zens — have gone into preparing the proposed
solid waste program, with its ambitious recy-
cling goals and controversial incineration. It's
the most ambitious — and costly — project in
county history.

LAST JULY when commissioners decided
against putting the project to the voters, several
individuals, including county bhoard chairman
Roy Rewold, voiced concerns that the topic is too
complicated and too important to leave to the
voters. -

They were concerned the vote itself — offi-
cially on bonding the solid waste program,
backed by the county's {ull faith and credit —
will be viewed as a referendum on the incinera-
tor. Officials worry volers will misinterpret the
issue — and vote it down,

In other words, Oakland residents are either

Denying drink

AITERS AND waitresses have no right

{o deny service to a customer, as did

the Seattle pair who recently tried to

uade a pregnant women from
drinking an.alcoholic beverngc .-

The wisdom of the woman's action in ordenn;,
the drink was questionable. Given a similar cir-
cumstance, it probahly wouldn't have been our
choice. It might not be yours, either.

But the woman in question had every right 1o
demand service.

Denying her the drink vielated her civil rights;
plain and simple.

‘There are health concerns about mixing preg-
nancy and alcohol. But even obstetricians disa-
gree about the relative danger posed by a single
drink.

. Obstetricians are experts in the field. Waiters
and waitresses are not. The Scattle pair's actions
were based on personal conmviction, however
noble, but not on expertise and certainly not on

program — including its incinerator in Auburn -

The decision to put the issue
before voters has not been
finalized. But issi

began discussing the poulbrmy
this week, and indications are
they will reverse a decision made.
1ast year and ask residents to
vote on bonding the $500 miltion
project, possibly in August.

100 dumb, teo ill-informed or too apathetic 10 he
trusted with such a major demswn

That kind of reasoning is offel
sulting. Qakland undoubtedly has i
people whe won't bother to grapple with lhc ﬂolul
waste issue. Others simply won't care.

Buat there are also a larger number who do
care. There’s a larger number of Oakland resi-
dents who don’t want commissioners making
such a major decision without their direct input
via the ballot box.

Oakland voters are up to the 1ask of lucking at
the solid waste program intelligently and objec.
tively. They are capable of sifting through the
relevant information and making a thoughtful
decision.

Commissioners should have decided 1o put the
solid waste pregram before voters a long time
ago

jolates rights
law.

Denying service to a customer on the individu-
al beliefs of a salesperson sets a dangerous pr
cedent,

Following that line of teasoning, jould be
ancly permissible far sporting goods store em-
ployee to deny selling a shotgun because he or
she opposed hunting. It would be entirely per-
missible for a magazine store clerk 1o deny sell-
ing Playboy, Soldier of Forfune or even Chris-
tianity Today because he or she disapproved of
the magazine's content. It would be entirely per-
missible for a drug store clerk to deny selling
condoms because he or she disapproved of birth
control.

This is not the kind of society to promote.

Whether a pregnant women drinks should be
her decision, in line with the advice of her doctor.
1t shouldn't be the responsibility of bar owners,
waitresses, bar tenders, or, for that matter, any-
one else.
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Detroit’s mayor must
reach beyond the city

TWO WEEKS AGO, Detroit Mayor
Coleman A. Young said that subur-
banites were the main opponents of
demolishing cily landmarks like
Ford Auditorium because they want-

“ ed to block in

the city was falling apart {ook this
kind of language pretty hard.

Tuey didn't move to Farmm;,lan
because they were “hostile;” they
moved because Detroit schools had
become ible and because no-

the city and revel in the ruins,

Last week, Detroit voters turned
down by a substantial margin the
project to demolish the auditerim
and use the site for a hotel/bank

* headquarters/other unspecified big

building that would bring jobs to the

_city.

Maybe, just maybe, the volers in
Detcoit are beginning to gel the
same idea that suburbanites have
had for a long time: Coleman A.
Young may once have been a great
mayor, But that was long ago. and
today he’s badly out of touch.

SUBURB BASHING has been a
staple in the mayor's political style
for many vears. The suburbs have
been “hostile,” “wanted Detroit to
die” and wauld have been’ a good
place to “run criminals to.”

Some people (reated this kind of
rhetoric with half-amused tolerance,
reasvmm; that such racial rabble
rousing was the price the mayor had
to pay-for continued support at the
polls,

But a lot of people who were born
and grew up in Detroit and who
moved out to the suburbs because

Consent

PARDON ME if I'm a little bit
confused, but that parental consent
bill that got railroaded into Michi-
gan law is causing all kinds of prob-
lems.

Tlove it

The B, if you recall. was worked
on in the Legislature, ma
tampered with, amended
part of the normal fegisl
cess . . . and finally passed
10 the governor.

The guv — Jimmy Blanchard at
he time — vetoed it

Then the pro-life forces went on a
signature-gathecing - campaign  and
collected cnough Jokn Hancocks to
force the Legislature to reconsider
the bill. If they passed it based on the
voters' initiative, which they subse-
quently did, it would be veto-proof.

‘The only catch was that the bill
could not be moditied from Its origi-
nal form — and that version includ-
cd a provision that would allow girls
to petition the probate court for a
waiver of parental consent and an-
olker provision that schools would be
required to inform  students in
grades six through 12 of the exis-
tence of the law, the address and
phane number of the local probate
court and how to contact the court
for assistance under the Jaw.

So it passed, lawsuits to keep it
from going inlo effeet fajled and
schools were seal copics of the
forms they were requirea (o piss
“out to students informing them of
their rights under the law,

Now  everybody's yowling and
howling and coming oul of the closet

LOTS OF PARENTS, teachers,
school administratars and  board
members are protesting the forms
that have been sent to Lhe schools to
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body seemed 1o care about trying to
jmprove them. They didn't buy a
house in Rochester - because * they
wanted the city which sustained
their famllies to “die;” they left be.
cavse there were no more jobs In the
city, because city serviees could not
sustain them and because the perva-
sive crime made keeping a store
open a dangerous occupation,

In fact, it now appears clear thata
major consequence of Mayor
Young's rhetaric is (o have driven
out of Detroit precisely the kind of
people who ate now miost needed to
save It: educated, businesslike, com-
munity-oriented families, whether
white or black.

OBYIOUSLY, that’s too bad. 1t's
stupid, toe, because onc of the ele-
mentary rules of politics is not 1o
bite the hand that could feed you,

Many people who maved from De-
troit 1o the suburbs, often in deep
and intense ways, still regard De-
troit as their city, Many people who
treasure memories of the Detrait
that used (o be would be only too
happy 10 help save the city, if only
somebody in authority asked in a
sensible and mature way.

But that's precisely what Celeman
Young's rhetorleal history makes it
Impassible for him to do.

I am convinced that Coleman
Young, deep down, wants to ask the
suburbs for help. But there's too
much history, toa many verbs over
:}r]u.- dam, 10 make the request credi-

e.

That's why the next mayor of De-
troit, whoever he or she might be,
has got to reach out to the entire re-
gion for help, beginning with the
election in 1993,

That invitation might cven go
down pretty well with the.voters in
Detroit. After all, they voted down
the mayor's rhetoric last week. And
faced with the cholce of living in an
iselated city that’s failing and a re-
giona) city that’s coming back, they
might well choose cconomic self in-
terest aver racial politics.

Phil Power is chairman of the
compuny that owns this newspu-
per. s award-winning column
wilt appear periodically.

law proves scary

A Gladden
distribute to studcents.

“We don't want to do th
saying. "We think it's wrong.

Well, folks, some of you wanted a
parental consent law and you got it.

And you can’t just choose to cn-
force the part you like and ignore the
part_you don’t like. (Although the
pro-life forces in the Legislature are
trying to do just that: They've intro-
duced a bill in the Senate to delete
that section of the law requiring
schools 1o pass aut the controversial
forms.)

THEN THERE'S the judges’ Can
you believe some of them?

One judicial dude out in Clinton
Caunty said if any young women
came to him secking abortions, the
first thing he would do would be 1o
appoint a guardian for the fetus!

e based his decision In part on a
proclamation sigaed by then Prest-
dent Ronald Reagan that sald medi-
cal technology “proves™ that fetuses

they're

Well, folks, some of

- you wanted a consent -
law and you got it. And
you can't choose to
enforce the part you
like and ignore the part
you don't like,

are human beings with a right to life.

Now' there's judicial precedent for
you.

Then there's the Kalamazoo Coun-
ty judge who dismissed a 17-ycar-old
girl's petition for an abortlon and
sald the whole law was unconstity.
tional

And now a Masen County judge
has really stirred things up by saying
thal he resents the law and thinks
that" abortions should only be al-
lowed in some cases — such as in-
cest or the rape of a white girl by a
btack man.

He's got the American Civil Liber-
ties Unien, the Michigan Abortion
Rights Action League and the Na-
tional Associatien for the Advance-
ment of Colored People all after

him.

SO WHAT'S IT all about, anyway?
I think Carol King. the executive di-
rector of the Michigan Abortion
Rights Action League, summed it up
pretty well.

“It secmus that onc beneficial side
clfect of this horrible law has been
to expose the bigotry and small
mindedness that we knew was there
and now the general public s seeing
. she said,

Of course, I think this exceeds
¢ven our worst expectations.”

That's for surc. When you get
judges, officers of the court who are
sworn to uphold the Constitution and
the Jaw, saying publicly. that. they
don’t like this particular law and just
aren't going to comply with i1, that's
more than smatl-mindedness. That's
scary as hel).

Juek Gladden is a copy editor
Sor Obsenver & Fecentric News.
pupers. He bives in Canton Toun-
ship.
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