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‘Jan Dolan
says vote yes

To Lhe editor;
1t {s with great pride thnt I agreed
-to serve as an honorary chair of the
Say Yes to Parks millage renewal is-
sue before the voters [n Farmington

Hills.

As a member of the elty council in
the late 1970, I served on 2 subcom-
miitec that presented the master
park plan for the clty. The 200-plus
acre parcel that was later to become
Heritage Park was just a gleam in
the councll’s eye at that time:

Over the years, it has not only be-
come a reality but a fewel in the
city’s crown. The initial park mil-
lage funds were used to develop that
park along with Ploneer Park.

: We need to continue to address the
growing needs of our. residents, By
renewing the millage, more land
could be set aside for actlve recre-
ation and senlor actlvities,

1 urge you to continue the excel-
lent start Farmingion Hills has
made In the purchase and develop-
ment of park lands and recreatton
facilitles for all to enjoy.

Vote yes on May 7.

Jan C. Dalan,
siate representative,
Farmington Hllls

Her reasons
for voting yes

” To the editor:
1 would like to express my oplnion
about the upcoming millage renew-
al.

The city of Farmington Hills’

needs communlty support so that the
city can keep its commitment to aur
senjor adult populatlon,

Providing a permanent site for the
Senior Center ts part of Lhat commlt-
ment. It s estimated that in the
Year 2000, approximately 20 per-
cent of our populatien will be over
60 years of age.

The needs of the senjor adult popu-
tation have been documented and
rescarched by the Ad Hoc Commit-
tee appointed by the elty. These rec-
ommendations are’'based on how the
Senlor Center has been used and on

demographic projections of future,
u

IS¢,
1 would like to emphaslze that It is
not just senlor- adults who benefit

from using the center. Adult children -
who discover that they need infor-.

matlon or assistance with an aging
parent find that help at the Scnior
Center.

Whether [t is Information, home-
delivered meals, or a few hours of
respite, these and many more ser-
vices- are available whenever they
are needed.

I would like to see these valuable
programs continue, and expand, so
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that.the needs of senior adults and
their familles are served. The mil-
Ibzige renewal will make that poss!-

e.

T urge votera to remember how
Impartant a yes vote s, not only for
our senjor residents but for residents
of all ages. Vate yes for millage re-
newal on May 7.

Kathleen Pobutsky,
Farmingtoo Hills

Mayor says:
vote yes on
parks renewal

To the editor:

The resldents of F'nrmlnglan Hills
face an important dectslon- at the
Tuesday, May 7, special electlon
when renewal of Lhe parks and ree-
reation millage is put before the vot-
ers.

Just as the favorable vote five
years ago allowed us to purchase
Herltage Park and to Improve active
sports facilitics, thls renewal will al-
low us Lo continuc this progress and
to substantially affect the quallty of
lite for all age groupa In our commu-
nity.

As mayor of Farmington Hills and

honorary co-chair of the Say Yes to |

Parks Commlttee, Iurge you to vote
“Yes” on May 7 to renew and contin-
ue the present funding of the parks
and recrcation program under the
guldance of our Speclal Services de-
partment.

The Farmington Hills Clty Councli
is solldly behind this proposal thal
will allow us to finance programs
for all age groups and to close the
gap In such arcas as senior citizens
programs, aclive sports, bike trails,
nature and picnic facllitles, teenage
and related programs.

The elght-year renewal wilt allow
us to purchase preclously scarce
land for our growing school-age
youth for such sports as baseball,
soccer, basketbalt and volleyball,

‘The senjor center, which is now
Tun ori'a year-to-year lease arrange-
ment, would be able to acqulre per-
manent facilltles which could also
serve the cultural groups, which now
must depend on finding rental space
for practice and performances.

The plan calls for establlshing a
teen center program that will do
much (o solve the needs of an age
group that is prone to just hanging
out because there Is no actlvity for
them at the city level. .

THE PROGRAM also responds to
the desires of the 1,600 people who
responded to our parks and recre-
ation questionnaire - by allocating
Iund for the beginning of a bike path
network serving our major parks
and school children

In additlon to funding additional
improvements at Heritage Park the
proposal calls for use of the Peltz-

.MDOT prvpeﬁy at

Farmington
Road and the Expressway as a na-
ture center and family picnle areas,

All In al), the parks and recreation
renewal millage proposal represents
a prudent approach to providing ac-
Uvities for all age groups within the
present tax structure and it guaran-
tees (hat all facilities will be In place
when our ¢ity reacbes its population
around the year 2000.

Since this is a renewal and we
have operated for flve years under
the original parks and recreation
millage you can judge our promises
in the future on our pcrrormance
over the past five years.

In many instances public officlals
recelve high marks if they achieve a
substantlal portion of a program's
goals, In the case of the performance
over the past flve years we are bett-
ing close to 100 percent, having ful-
fllled every promlse but one which is
currently underway.

Yes, we want you to judge this re-
newat on the basis of past perform-
ance. If you do, I am sure that you
wlll vate “Yes"™ on the parks and rec-
reation millage renewal on May 7.
Aldo Vagnozzi,

Purmigis
Yes vote:
‘positive
response’

To the editor:

Today the nation's older popula-
tion Is healthler, better educated and
Aiving longer than ever before.

At the same time, however, there
are many more older persons who
requlre assistance, but who find that,
for a variety of reasons, help is not

avallable to them from their fami-

lies.

‘The demographic changes taking
place In our country present a chal-
lenge to us all to begin to prepare for
the lime in the not-too-distant future
when one In four of the people in this
country will be 60 ycars of age or
older.

‘This demographic reyolutlon will
translate Into a local need for ex-
panded programs and services at the
sealor adult center.

The quallty of Hfe for many older
adults and their familles in Farm-
ington Hills depends on the continued
suppart of the community. approval
of the mittagerenewal will make this
possible, .

A yes vote on May 7 for the mil-
lage renewal will be a positive re-
sponse 10 the changing opportunitics
and challenges we will face as fami-
lles, as employers, and as a commu-
nity in our effort to fulfill the goal of
the city-wide “Year 2000 project,
“To make Famington Hils the most
liveable dly in thg state,”

Dr. Karen Ross,
chalrwoman,
Commission oa Aglng
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._Afﬂuent teens
marred cruise

To the editor: .

Recently I had the opportunity to
take the vacation of a lifetime — a
seven day cruise on the Carribean.
Like most people awalting their first
cruise, I was busily packing with an-
ticlpation of every possible need
from sea sickness to sunburn to Mon-
tezuma's Revenge! Nothing would
ruin my trip to paradise, or so 1
thought.

1 had the misfortune .to find
myself sharing the cruise with 700
teenagers from West Bloomfield,
Bloomfield Rills, Franklin, and
Farmington Hiks.

‘There was just no way to prepare
oncself for the rampant discourtesy,
vulgarity, and sclf-centered atti-
tudes displayed by these teenagers.
They demonstrated no consideration
for the other passengers on board,
passengers who had worked and
saved all year for this trip and not
been gifted it by a well meanlng but
irresponsible parent.

A variety of international trav-

clers were on board and I found it to .

be'an embarrassment to have to de-
fend all American tecnagers due to
the atypical behavios of these 700.
Unfortunately, many people grudg-
ingly accepted their behavior, as a

trait of the affluent neighborhoods |

from which they came.

“Well, what do you expect?
They've been given everything all
their lives, why should they have any
consideration for anyone else? After
all, the world revolves around them,
doesn’t i1?” Well, it doesn't.

ft was a tough lesson to learn as
they were scrambling to come up
with Ihe $3500 one teen lost in the
casino of to pay off that $2,700 bar
bill another had accumulated during
the week. As more than a dozen of
them were turned away at the Mi-
ami US, Customs Office for drugs,

“they should be counting their bless-

ings that they were only shipped
back to Jamaica te find another way
home instead of being arrested and
prosccuted. They weré warned re-
peatediy by the ship's crew not to at
tempt to smuggle in drugs. but they
were sure it didn’t mean them. They
were smarter than the drug dogs
right? Wrong. They got caught anc
the silent applause from the other
passengers who had had their vaca-
tions ruined by these kids was deaf-
cning. Jt's a shame that thelr parents
had failed thern so miserably when it
came to dealing with the-world be-
yond the confines of Qakland County.
Their parents have given them ev-
erything. Everything but the ability

to know right frem wrong, to treat
people with respect and courtesy,
and a sense of reality of what Is con-
sidered acceptable adult behavior in
our soclety.

As for me, when asked about my
trip, it's difficuit to.remember the
sunny skics, azure blue seas’ and
beautiful beaches without having an
obnoxious teenager mar my vislen. [
wlll probably take another cruise
again In the fulure but you can be
assured it witl be durlng the school
year, preferably during exam week,
thereby limiting the possibility of a
repeat performance by these af-
fluent teens.

Susan C. Ayres,
Blrmiogham

Be fair,
says backer
of DeVriesA

To the editor:

Your cditorial of April 25 asks
why only three candidates are run-
ning for the school board this year.
Why do you ask when you already
know the answer?

Three weeks ago you received a
press release declaring that three
past school board cuandidates {John
Akouri, Kim Jaske, and myself) and
Gary Sutter {a distrlct parent who
had taken out a nominating petition)
had decided not to run in this elec-
tion because they felt it was import-
ant’ to support a single candidate,
Richard DeVeices. .

why are you pretending not to
know why there are only threc can-
didates? It is one thing to neglect to
report a news item, but i1 is far
worse 10 actively pretend it did not
happen.

Neither is this an isolated occur.
rence. In an equally

explaln how to do it.

- But when DeVries specmcllly ex-
plalned how it could be done, at the
school board budget meeting, you
made no mentlon of it.

Why don't. you fairly report this
electlon? 1f It’s 50 bad for.a corpora-
tion, like an insurance company,
dictate public opinion with a few
newspaper ads, wouldn't it be just as
bad for your corporation to do the
same thing on the editoria) page?

Robert N. Ranpey,
Farmington Hills

v Needed

3rd judge,
more space

To the editor:

The 47th District Court needs a
third judge and it sorely needs more
space.

Kennuth Kemp, in his letter to the
editor {April 18), correctly describes
the court’s hallway on jury trials and
other busy days. In fairmess to the
city attorney, 1 am advised he was Il
on April B and came directly from
the doctor's office to court that af-
ternoon as soon as his physlcian had
seen him.

When a defeadant in a criminal
casc fails to appear, the court's only
recourse is to issue a bench warrant,
which it did. If police officers were
utilized to track down every person
who does not appear, they would
have no time to apprehend those who
are currently committing crimes or
to respond to calls for help.

Because of the court’s busy dock-
et, it Is certainly true that the pro-
secuting attorneys often do not have
the opportunity 1o deal with cases
unti] the day set for hearing.

The court very much hopes that a
third judge and an additlon to the

ion, in an earlier editorial you im-
plicd that the candidates who advo-
cated fiscal responsibility (DeVries
being, the only one wha has) couldnt

Opinions are to

Opinions and ideas are best
when shared with othets.

That's why the Farmington
Observer encourages its read-
ers 10 share their views with
omevr In the From Qur Read-

S columnn.

Submlllmg a Jenev t0'the ed-
itor for publication is easy. Let-
*ars snould be typewntten or

“the editor,
. Observer.

{ashe can be d very
s00n.
Margaret Schaeffer,
Frederick L. Harris,
district judges
be shared

printed legibly and kept to 300
wotds.

Names will be wilthheld only
cr the best of reasons, and
tne decision to do so will be
made by the editor.

Letters should be mailed to:

The Farmington
21898 Farmington

Rcad, Farminglon 48336.

313/258-6670
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