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my own. 1 pay rent and I pay securi-
1y guards at night. That's an expense

1 don't think they (other business

owners) have."

Hesano says his prices are come

petltive with other similar business-
s in the Farmingten area.

“People shop here because they i

llke the open alr. I offer good prices,
quality and service," he said,

Meanwhile, clty staff are expected.

te report back with a review of the
ordinance within 30 days.

Chamber officlals and some clty .~

officlals say the Intent of the ordi-
nance was for tent sales, for exam-
ple, or charity functions, fund-ra-
isers and emergency situations.

Heinrlch told the clity counchl
April 22 he doesn’t believe the ordl-

nance was designed to provide a .

“louphole™ for some to aveid com-
plying with certain requlrements
and regulations {aced by other busl-
nesses.

The ordinance, which allows tem-
porary uses, doesn't-specifically dis-
tinguish between giving such per-
mits to charitles and fuad-ralsers or
business-type operations, -eity
planner Ed Gardiner sald.

It's possible, Hesana said, (hat hls
request for another temporary per-
mit for a similar Mower stand at
Drakeshlre Lanes, 35000 Grand Riv-
cr, may have ignited the concern in
the business communlty.

In the flve years he's been dolng
business at the Northwestern High-
way-14 Mile corner, Hesano has nev-
rer had a problem, zoning or code vio-
lations.. City staff have petitions
from resldents supporting his flower
stand. They also have petitions op-
posing his aperation.

He has a similar stand In Water-
ford where, like In Farmington Hills,
he's never had a problem until re-
cently when the business communlty
stood up to complain,

“I'never had a reason to belleve
people would be opposed,” Hesano
sald. “I think this is a concerted ef-
fort on the part of the florist Indus-
try to pul a stop to transient mer-
chants.” |

Rennels
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year term on the 7-member non-par-
{isan board. )

Renncls said she Is concerned
about the trauma to the staff and
programs in the district because of
recent state budget culs and the
layoff of 84 teachers, with the
promise of more employee cuts to
come.

But she also tries to sce the good.
“It looks all gloom and doom right
now, but there arc some oppartuni-
ties," she satd. Things like consldera-
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Ray Hesano of West Bloomfield was lhvocked when
he arrived at the corner of Northwestern Highway
and 14 Mile Tuesday morning where his flower stand

bers of the F

has stood for five years to find that someone cm. the
ropen holding his new tent. Hesano blames mem-

Tent over ’Ic';ontroversial flower stand cut down

tlower stand.

‘wants 3rd term on board

RENNELS MAINTAINS an Inter-
est In state-level issues, and sees a
Iot of concern over things like prop-
erty laxes in her banking carcer.

Mortgage appllcants, for example, .

see the state’s high property tax
rates and “it just knocks them silly,"”
she said. “There’s no doubt we pay
toa many property taxes. They're
too high. But the way to do it isn't to
Just tower the property taxes. There
.has to be a very thorough discus-
slon.”
The mother of two Farmington
schools graduates and a 19-year resi-

tion of year-round school
— which could save the district

dent of the F area, Ren-
nels has made a career of being a
inded I

maney — plus other idcas
fram giited and secondary education
reporis can also be implemented
with little money, she sald.

Although active and visible in the
Democratle party, she said non-par-
ttsan seats, such as those on local
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school boards and elty counclls, are
what makes the community lick.
“H's nonpartlsan that serves the
community the best,” she said.

this all together,” she added, “1 was
just concerned and curious.”

During her tenure, she has served
twlce as school board president. A

Rennels’ involvement began ycars
ago with band boosters and softball
coachlng, moved Into state-level In-
volvement with groups like League
of Women voters and Common
Cause, and eventually led her win
two terms on the scheol board. While
helplng to organize the state's Com-
mon Cause, Rennels spent half a doz-
en years worklng towards the pas-
sage of Michigan's Open Meetings
and Freedom of Information acts.

Those activities, plus an overall
interest in children’s issucs, brought
her to start attending school board
meetings, then, to run for the board.
“The school was the place to bring
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FINANCING AVAILABLE

1988 auto accident hospi-
talized her for several days and out
of work for several months, but she

. missed only two board meetings.

Although the elected job keeps her
busy, Rennels still finds time for pl-
ano lessons, dolng some hiking and
gardening and reading a vartoty of
books.

Her eight years on the board “In-
volved much longer hours than I
ever dreamed,” she said. “The time
has been the blggest downslde. The
up side has been taking problems
and working through to solutlons.

“I'm really proud of what we've
done,”
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HAROLD THOMAS NURSERY, INC.
14925 MIDDLEBELT ROAD
2 MILE NORTH OF .96 421.2888

F& LIVONIA, MI 48154
2 OUR 54th YEAR IN BUSINESS
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