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New rules on wildlife prompt student protest

By Casey Hans
staff writer

EW. STATE regulations
forcing pest controt com-
panies to kill the wild anl-

. « mals they capture has
prompted two classrooms of stu-
dents at Hillslde Elementary to
write lelters of protest {o the Michi-
gan Department of Naturat Re-

urees. .

I think it's unfalr because the ant-
mals don’t deserve to be killed,”
third grader Derik Reay said in his
Jetter, echoing the sentiments of sey.
eral classmates. “How would you
like it If you had a broken leg and
somebody came and told you they
were going to kill you?"

Another letter from Kara Varilone
polnted out: “If you kill the anlmals,
they might become cxtinct. You

should glve the animals a chance to
live; they don't deserve o die.”

' Bambi, a one-month-old or-
phaned raccoon, is surviving
with Bev Cornell's help. He is
currently on medication be-
cause he has been unable to
retaln his own body heat.

Students from Dodie Harris' and
Linda Weh's classrooms wrote thelr
peotest letters after reading about 1l-
censed wilditfe rehabilltatlon spe-
clalist Beverly Cornell of Farming-
ton Hills, who had just begun caring
for an orphaned raccoon baby, Bam-

“bl, when news of the new.law hit in

early April.

WEH 1S ALSO licensed by the
state to care for arphaned baby ani-
mals.

The students’ lave of animals ap-
parently led to classroom discus-

- sions and “the lelier-writing cam-

patgns. In Iarris’ class, students had
just complcted a unit on natura) re-
sources and were preparing to study
#nimals, animal bables and their cn-
vironments when they read about
the new regulations and Cornell.

Cornell visited Harrls' and Weh's
students Tuesday to introduce them
to Bambi, now four wecks old, and
Flower, another orphaned raccoon
who is 19 days old. Both travel In a
heated carrier and go almost every-
where with the Cornell family,

“They've been to church, but they
haven't been to school yet,” she
Guipped.

Cornel) explained the DNR rullng
was put Into place because a handful’
of pest control companies were cap- '
turing witd anlmals, then lctting
them go in the same nejghborhoods
instead of taking them the required
20 miles away to sct them free. By
letting them loose ncarby, the ani-
mals would bother another neighbor
and get the company additional busi-
ness. “Some companies were cheat-
ing. They were thinking about mon-
ey,” she told the students,

She also disagrees with state stud-_
les that show that suburban raccoons
do not do well in the wild and that 50
percent of them die when released.

DNR offlcials wilt stifl refer peo-
ple to rehabititators like herself and
Weh, Cornell said, but pest centrol
companics are still required to kill
bats, chipmunks, muskrats, rac-
coons, skunks, opposums, squirrels,
woodchucks, foxes, coyoles, Crows,
pigeons, sparrows and starlings they
capture.

MICHIGAN HUMANE Society of-
ficials have estitnated between 5,000
and 10,000 anlmals per year wili be
killed under the new regulation.

Cornell’s “bables™ are now fed

Bambi the raccoon waves -
“hello” to students at Hillside -
Elementary Tuesday as wild-
lite rehabilitator Bev Cornell
shares her stories. Cornell
and atudents also discussed .

pest control services to de-
stroy wildlife after capturing
it.

about cvery four hours and sleep
through the night. She will raise
them through the summer, then take
them to a friend’s land out of town to
release them into the wild. Both
wauld have been subject to the new
law §f individuals had contacted a
pest control company Instead of call-
ing her.

As sludents cooed over Cornell's
temparary houseguests, Weh warned
students they should not try to han-
dle wild anjmala. “It’s really import-
ant you understand you cannot do
this,” she said. “To go into the wild
and take an anlmal from its home
waould be wrong. A person needs spe-
cial training.

“If you even see a wild anlmal In
trouble or in danger, Mrs. Cornell’s
number in the phone book and so is
mine.”

Harrls, who has invited Cornell to
speak to other students in years past,
said the DNR wrote a lengthy, com-
plicated letter responding to the stu-

dents and explaining the DNR's posi-

tion.

Hillside students Aaron Mun-
cey {leit) and Michael Brzo-
zowski listen to Bev Cornell
talk about the new DNR rul-
ing as she shows students
her orphaned raccoons, Bam-
biand Flower.

Jim Stuart, an 1ith grader at St. Mary's High
School, towers over the intricately detailed
handmade mode! of the school's high school

DAM DEAN/3taft pholograpnes

tair, The model recreates almost exnctly how
Ihe fair will be set up from May 23 to May 27 on
Ihe school grounds.

Local high school fair to offer
3 days of fun and excitement

The focus wili be on kids May 23
at the Orchard Lake St. Mary's lligh
School fair. :

Possibly the largest high school
fair in the nation, the event will fea-
ture a variety of games, ealertain-
ment and food. It will run May 23 to
25 an the §t. Mary's campus, al fndi
an Trail and Commerce. But the
first day of the fun is dedicated tv
the kids.

“The kids are_left oul af o many
events, we wanted to do something
for'them,” said Rob Goddard. who 13
in charge of publicity for the fair
Clowns and a magician will be

brought.in specially 1o entettain the ..

kids

AND, OF COURSE, there will be
rides. Lots of rides. Enough Lo make
a grown person sick and give even
the toughest kid a queasy stomach
For a $9 ticket, the kids (or adults)
can spend the day on 34 ndes, in
cluding the Till-A-Whirl, a ferris
whee! and a nasty looking contrag-
*tion called The ZIpper, which appar-
ently swings you over and under a T-
shaped frame. .

St haven't lost your lunch” Try
the ever-popular Himalaya. which
takes you around and around and up
and down.

You can get a look at what you're
(n for with an Incredibly detailed
handmade scale model of the fair

that was crafted out of balsa wood
by 2 Minbesola arlist and bought by
Goedand
e toded, on a3+ by B-foot base.,
recieates every ride and booth that
wiit be al the for

Each ride 1s Lind out as it will be
At the read festival There are even
uny  figures, ncluding  religious
brethers, wandering through the at-
teactions The nides are carcfally de-
Liuled to mateh the real versions,

Guetdard sand the model s used to
prumole the fasr and O taken to

LY B A

other fairs across e country, where
Wt geaerates a Jot ol interest

Apparently 1t works Last year's
St Mary’s fair drew about 52,000
visttors. For thuse looking for more
sedate entertainruent. i addition to
the nides, the fair features hat air
balloan races, arts and crafts, hve
music. dancing, pleaty of food in-
cluding baked goods. a Las Vegas
room and bingo

Whatever your level of indul-
genee, the fair has something to of-
ter. Goddard sad

Delaila of the festival model are so complete it even haa tiny

visilors. The model, which tours the country to promote the
event, afso will be on display at the festival. °

‘We expect the response
to this sale to be
~ pretty laid back.
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recent DNR rules that require .. -




