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‘,It S

Only a Play’

but it’s still fun

I{;;rjonnanccs of the Theatre
Gyild production of “I's Only a

company, They think the show ls a
hit — while the rest of the world
it a turkey (a no

Piajr” through

May 4, at the Theatre Guild p!nu- .

house in Redford. For ticket in-
Jormation call the box office at

By Bob Welbel
spoclal wrlter

Making fun of yourself Is always,
well, great fun, And that’s just what
the Theatre Gulld is having with its
season finale, “It's Only a Play,” dl-
rected by Walter Mark HIILL

Playwright Terrence McNally
also enjoys spoofing the conflicts
and personatities of the theater. He
fondly skewers assorted actors, erlt-
ics, authars, producers, dircctors and
would-be’s in his scathingly satirical
lock at the New.York theater world.

The setting (tastefully executed by
the gulld's Rebecea Smith In pastels
of Jime, eream and salmon) is the
bedroom sulte of an elegant East
Side townhouse. Downstairs, a gala
npcnlng night theater party is under
way. At least that's what we're told.
One of the few things mlssing from
this otherwise generally fine produc-
tlon is background sound cffects of
the party.

A parade of skltterish theatrical
types make thelr way inte the bed-
room. They are, we learn, awalting
the revlews of thelr new show, “The
Golden Egg.” A fow key critlcs, es-
pecially Frank Rlch of the New York
Times, can Iiterally make or break
most Broadway productlons.

.NEEDLESS TO SAY, the resulting
[nsecuritles bring out the worst (and
. {unniut) in our assemnbled theatrical

less).

Howard Egan is in rare form as a
valn, over-the-hill, jealous actor who
turned down the lead for a failing TV
series — with lines like “He had all
of my mangerlsms and none of my
warmth.”" David Podulka plays hls
{riend and grieving author who can't
cope with rejectlon to perfection.

Sandy Martin is very much at
home in the rolc of a wealthy pro-
ducer who doesn’t have a clue about
theater or why the show falled but
can’t wau to put up money for the
next one,

Virglnia Noyes energizes the stage
as a flaky actress with a bag of con-
trolled substances and an uncontrolt-
able explicit mouth,

Joe Haynes creates an Interesting
slothy sarcasm for his role as a caus-
tic critle. Charles VanHooses s de-
lightful as the “boy genlus" director
and -sometime  kleptomanlac who
gets his wish for a bad review,

RICK FREDRICK appears as a
walter for the evening who is really
an asplring actor ready to auditlon
at a moment’s nolice, and Clara
Burrls is a New York cabbie, always
ready to give advice — Including
theatrical, -

“In" jokes and obscure theatrical
references create a few flat spots.
For the avid thcatergoer, however,
“It’s Only a Play” Is great fun and a
hitarlous way to end a season devot-
cd to looking at the artist through
the theatrical experience,

Bob Weibel of Westland is a

-freclance writer, who has spent

more thun 25 years in community
theater as a director, designer
and performer.

table talk

upcoming
things to do

® ‘BROADWAY LULLABY’

Nancy Gurwin and Company wlll

present its touring muslcal revue
"andwny Lullaby” at 7:.30 p.m.
Thursday, May 18, at Cangregation
Beth Achim In Southfield. Max Sosin
will be master of ceremonles. The
cvening is offered by the Cily of
Hope, Greater Detroit Mr. and Mrs.
Group. “Broadway Lullaby” fea-
tures Nancy Gurwin, Danny Gurwlin,
Gary Lee Temple and narrator
Edgar A, Guest I11. For tickets at §5
call 552-1140,

® HOT NOTES

Farmington Communlty Cherus
presenis its 11th annual spring con-
cert “Hit Mec with a Hot Note” at 8
p-m. Friday-Salurday, May 10-11, at
Farmington High Scheol. For two
hours, you can return to the sounds
of the big bands, Tin Pan Alley and
Broadway, for a salute to America'’s
great songwriters, Dr. Harry M.
Langsford, former director of the
Wayne State Unlversity Men'’s Glee
Club and Chamber Singers, will be
guest conductor for the chorus' pres-
entation of Randall Thompson's
“Choose Something Like a Star,” The
70 volces of the Farmington Com-
munity Chorus are under the direc-
tlon of Steve SeGraves, with accom-
‘paniment by Susan Garr. Tickets are
$5 for adults; $4, seolor cltlzens and
students. Children 10 and under are
admitted free. Tickets also are
available from any chorus member
or at the City of Farmington Hills
Department ol Special Services,
31555 Eleven Mile Road, Monday-
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

® ELEGANT AUTOS

More than 200 histerical automo-
biles will parade onto the grounds of
Meadow Brook Hall at Oakland Uni-
versity in Rochester Hills on Sunday,
Aug. 4, for the 13th annual Concours
d'Elegance at Meadow Brook. All
proceeds support the preservatlon of
Mecadow Brook Hall. Hours for the
event are 10 a.m. ta 4 p.m. General
admission is $10 for adults and $5
for children. Admission to Historic
Auto Races at nearby Waterford
Hills Road Course s free on Friday
and $10 on Saturday-Sunday. Chil-
dren under 12 are admitted free.

® INRECITAL

Alexander Zonjic, flutist, and
Gary Schunk, ptanist, will appear in
a {ree concerd 2-4 p.m. Sunday, May
12, at Mall in Troy. Per-

Raskin’s pizza
Whispers Lounge at the Novi Hil-
torg wlll serve Jewish News colum-
nist Danny Raskin’s award-winning
plzza, with proceeds golng to Varie-
tyithe childmn's charity. The pizza
containing plum tomatocs, roasted
capers, black olives and Buffalo
S it from 5-

Dinner theater
Geditti’s Hole in the Wall restau-
rant in Northville will present two
performances of “Verdl Opera Din-
ner Theatre” at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
May 16 and Junc 20, All arias will be
performed llve by the Verdl Opera
Theatre of Michlgan. The standard
rse dinner is served family

8:39 p.m. Monday-Friday for $2 for
an;eight-inch plzza, and after 8:30
P m for $4.95.

The
ntatian
Way

deo spend MOTHER'S DAY...
the Italan Way!

S SUNDAY MAY 12
LIIN

a 5poclal Molher’s Day
Menu

—ond Comation 1o e Mot
- —Drink Specials —
Rosarvations Suggastad
030 Plymouth Rd. « Livania
422-0770

-

:Recycle and Savel |

style. Cost for the evenlng is $25 per
person. For rescrvations call 349-
0522,

forming works include those by
Bach, Mozart, Poulene, James and
Chick Corea.

® IT'SMAGIC -

David Copperfield presents illu-
sions in his 1991 tour “Magic for the
Niwctics” Thursday-Sunday, May 9-
12, at the Fox Theatre in Detroit,
Tickets are $22.50, $20 and $17.50
are on sale at the Fox Theatre box
.office, Joe Louls and Cobo Arcna box
offices and all Ticktmaster outlets.
To charge by phone call 645-6666.

o0,
WINW.T Mie Regford 592-4520

.BAR.& GRILL.

DINNER FOR TWO!
Your cholce o

STUFFED
CHICKEN BREAST
LEMON & PEPPER

HICKEN

BBO .
CHICKEN BREAST
CHICKEN PARMESAN

DINner Inchuaes SOup, SLAG OF €0 SIBW,
1ice, POrato of spIghetts.

'OPEN SUNDAY 3-10 P.M. FAMILY DINING |

flaka Your Mother's Day Resorvations Early,

25234 GREENFIELD (South of (1-696}
OAK PARK 967-2033

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK - FORMERLY JAXX'S

LUNGHEQN SPE

3

- Our Famous

20 oz. N.Y. Strip Steak & Bar—B-Qusn Dinners .
S s9.'5) L rom 0. DD

Fresh Seaiood, Chicken |

OPEN MOTHER S

MARTIN'S

R,

DINNER

Tnlldurlaln Slnnl('
Brollad Boston Serod
Homemade Lasagna

Chicken Scallopine

19323 Beech Ow,
A8 08 G v

REOFORD
537-0740

J -
Open 11 A.M.

LUNCHEONS
95

Srom
mNER FRO

M o7

-
COCKTAIL HOUR

p.m.
Fab ulo us Prices

Restaurant & Tavern

—~MOTHER'S DAY SPECIALS —
« Filet Mignaon « Prime Rib
« Home Cooked Turkey « White Fish « Much™Moret

. PRIME RIB
- FRIDAY &
SATURDAY Now Appearing: loc

27189 GRAND RIVER fust Last of Inkster Road
(313) 537-6610

ENTERIAINMENT

WIDAESDAY T, TRURSDAY

Jacket Friday & Saturday

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
JOHN E. COLA BAND
G BANQUETS

or L

aery
RIS TMAS PARTIES

|
RESERVE NOW TOR

28500 Schoolcraft

(Opposite Ladbroke DAC)
LIVONIA « 425-5520
AMPLE LIGHTED PARKING

DAILY MON -SAT. af §$:00
NOW OPEN SUN. 4:f 00 . m

Sullivan’s “lolanihe” features Lo
Birmingham (left), Rita Walczyk

George Bloomtfield of Southfield as the Lord

Burt Bacharach will sppear at
the Michigan Cancer Founda-
tion's ninth annual dinner
Saturday, May 4, at the Wes-
tin Hotel In Detroit's Renais-
sance Center. For ticket in-
tormation call 833-0710, ext.
414, Monday-Friday from 8:30
am. to5p.m. -

® '30S ARTS
Southfield Cultural Arts presents
four cvenings devoled (o the arts of

DINING A

The St. Bede Players production of Gilbert and

is Willlams of  Fleta. Per

Chancellor and Vicky Mauror of Blrmlnuhnm as
begin

of and run |

the “30s. Dr. Paul Silverman and
Amy Lowell will perform theater
readings. Matt Michacls, director of
the Jazz Studles Program at Wayne
State University, will Interpret the
area’s musle. Silverman and Walter
Bothwell will present readings and
discuss literary works of the time,
Gloria Kahn will present and discuss
many of the artists who survived the
Great Depression, later to become
genluses of 20th century Amerlcan
art. The four sessions will be held at
7:30 p.m. Thursday, May 9, 16, 23
and 30, at the Burgh Site Church.
Fee is $28 for the entire series. For
maore information call 354-4717.

® AGATHA CHRISTIE

Agatha Christie’s “Ten Little Indi-
ans” will be presented May 9-11, 17+
18 at the Smith Theatre on the Oak-
land Community College” Orchard -
Ridge Campus in Farmington Hills.
Cast members. include Khat Hanna,
who plays McKenzie. Tickels at $7
and §5 are avatlable by calling the
theater at 4717700 or at the box off-
tee prior to the performance.

May 11, For ﬂckel

in'urmallun call 557-8527 or 557-7245.

@ ANNUAL CONCERT

The Farmingion Community Band
will hold its annual concert honoring
handicapped and senlor cltizens at 3
p.m. Sunday, May 5, at the Harrison
High School Auditorium in Farming-
ton Hills. The concert Is presented in_
cooperation with the Farmington
Area Arts Commlssion and Farming-
ton Public Schools. Admlsslon is
free. For more Information call 476-
5014.

& MUSICAL COMEDY

Interpreters for the hearing im-
paired wlll be provided at the Fri-
day, May 17,. performance. of the
Plymouth Theatre Guild- productlon
of the musical comedy “Once Upan a
Mattress” In the Water Tower The-
atre on the campus of the Northville
Regional Hospital. The show opens
at 8 p.m. Friday-Saturday, May 3-4,
and continues May 10-11 and 17-18.
Tickets are $8 for adults, $7 for sen-
tors and students. Tlckets may be
purchased at the door or at Plym-
outh’s Penniman Deli. For more In-+
formation call 349.7110.

Brown’s Fish

& Chips, Inc.

(" Mother's Day Hours—1:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. . )
For Reservations Call

, 581-9474
Mother’s Day Specials

' PRIME RIB

TURKEY DINNER

SHRIMP PLATTER
PERCH DINNER

*6.25
*10.95
*9.95
+7.55

ALL DAY
SUNDAY
BUFFET

ALL YOU CAN EAT
BRUNCH

9:30-4 5695
DINNER

4:00-9 $895

BANQUET FACILITIES
and CATERING SERVICE
AVAILABLE!

Leather

Bottle

Inn

20300

memme'\ Road,
[T

* Mom receives a complimentary dessert %
NO DISCOUNTS
Full Menu Avallablo
Special Kids Meals Avallable

5016 GREENFIELD
Betwoon Ford Road and Michigan Avenue

VIRGINIA
BROILED HAM STEAK

IR aes faad bt Beesd Cand md Yamis

*6.95

ﬂu_)u! 1t tenu Avalable -
A8 fotated with 9% 3

28500 SCHOOLCRAFT « LIVONIA
RPNy e

Other Dinnes From $7,95

MITCH HOUSEY’S

425-

TURKEY
and DRESSING

3 A Trrad W fed Fotaioes
brotry e

*7.95

AMes Lan A 15% grakery

5520
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With an Observer & Eccentric Ciassitiod

I make money hand over fist!

‘ ?7\ wg,\ Remember Classified
| ez

(Mr 2

STEAK HOUSE

27331 FIVE MILE ROAD (Corner of Inkster) Moy qurs

537-5600

KARAOKE
SIN/G-A-LONG
43 jﬁ] r»E

Every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesda
\ Y 2 Tiiesday Eventags 7

EARLY BIRD
DINNERS Adult
4-7 p.m. Daily it e
e
- yo¥' -
ke ot en ce
1oty | oY
\{“" n“'—c 55 95 (,'”"“f”l”

“
Mather's Day from §-4 p .

MOTHER'S DAY DINNERS
*6.95 (mm:m‘4 12..

.3.95

N under 4.

alse araiable




