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Ex first lady is happy with life — sans politics

Gy Pat Murphy who insists Democrats are surglng in  of politics when she was Mrs. James  D.C. she spent about five years with — amd that “Guilty By Suspl
: Oakland. Blanchard — wlfe of a US. repre- " the Anima) Health Institute, a pa- would have (o be right. clon™ dealt with politics — namely .

: No, Definitely, no. sentative who was in Congress for tional trade assoclation for manu- “P'm still Jearning . . .'and I've congressional Inquiries into alleged
" Paula Blanchard says she ls A POPULAR NAME Illke Paula | elght years before belng elected gov-  faclurers of veterinary medicine  got a ways to go,” she said. “But 'm  un-American activities during the .
flattered when her nzme is men- Bla hard would have instant voter * ernor for two terms. products. on my way. I've got control. 1950, Blanchard smiled. :

She has completed the coursework Control means keeping a balance

Uoned sald Tucker, who be-  ° She, too, was suprised when Jim . ; :
for a master’s degree In telecom- betweenher ‘professional ‘and per- OVIES and novels!

‘alart musing about poulble candi- llcvu she wnuldbeasu'ang conlcnd~ Blanchard — uml Mr. Democrat In

dntes in upcoming Oakland County er for the - o] from MSU, although she . sonal life, Blanclma satd. That in- i nd political intrig
uuklanCcumerecutive—‘— glef—l—lbough—hHJlm_nlanc-_)usnoLwn Lo los¢ relatlon.  she sajd. “I just don’t want politics.
- But Michigan's former Flrst Lady “Paula’s well known, bright and  hard) would be governor as long as “] love the company . . . and the  ship with her son, Jay, now a student  my life toda
says she Is not interested. knowledgeable,” said Tucker. “She’d  he wanted,” she sald.” professionals here,” she said, refer-  at MSU, Blunchard szid she is happy witl
“My years In polltics seem so far  be a great candidate . . . even in a Those times in Washington and  ring to her 30 coworkers at Casey She and Jay went to London in  quasi-privale life in Birmingham,
away,” sald Blanchard, who moved chuhllcan stmnghold like Oak- Lansing were indeed heady, Pau]a Communications. really like the 1988, when he graduated from high  where she bought a housc in 1988.°
out of the governor's resldence in - land." d recalled, th my job." school, part of a concerted effort to  “Prople still recognize me when I go»
June 1987, when her 21-year mar- Except for one thing . .. Paula paliticians and heads of state. “Bnll With 10day’s cconomlc uncertaln-  keep close mother-son tics. They're o dinner or when I'm out riding my !
riage to then-governor Jamle ended  docsn’t want anything to do with pol-  like my life the way it is naw,” she  ty, many companles — including her  still very close, she said, and do bicycle,” she said. “But they're mcc

In divorce. “I just can't imagine itics. sal very much focused on my  clients — are watching the bottom  numberous things together. . non-intrusive.”
golng back to that.” “Public service Is an admirable ree line, she said. “That means a bigger  Over-the Easter holiday, for ex-  Blanchard said her soctal e is:
-Paula Blanchard was mentioned  calling,” said Blanchard. “But It's a Blanchard joined Cascy Commun!-  challenge . . . produce or else.” ample, they went 10 a movie, “Guilty  progressing niccly, - even  though !
as a possible candidate ast month  very consuming lifestyle. There's no  catlons Management Inc. fn May Blanchard has received ‘one pro-- By Suspicion. home repatrs cut into her free time.
by County Democratic Chajrman  such thing as privacy.” - 1989, as an associate vlce president.  motion with the firm, something she
Donald Tucker, a Southfield attorney Paula should know. She saw plenty  The firm Is part of the Shandwick  views as affirmation of her job per-
group, possibly the world’s largest  formance and value to the company.
public relations company with 100 “The ultimate proof of my ability
offices worldwide, Including one on s performance,” she said. “'Nat just
the seventh floor of the North Park  (doing) a good job, but a great job.
Plaza in Southficld. ‘That's how | answer my critics.”
Included: among her clicnts are Blanchard said she is well on her
R.L. Polk & Co. In Detrolt, G.M. Bus  way toward establishing her own
& Truck In Pontiac, McLaren Re-  professional credentials and remov-
gional Medical Center in Flint and  itig any public perception — If IU's s, Ok Gher
the Ventures Group Inc. in Hough still there — that she Is anything less
fon. than a hard-driving exccutive. SERVING WAYNE. OAKLAND & MACOMB
. < FACTS
“SOME PEQPLE THINK I got IN TWO YEARS, she expects to be . :R(E:;”EF;‘;I?AHA?.:’SROOM
this Job because | was the First  with the same firm, although at a
Lady," Blanchard sald. “That was nojch or two up the ladder. Over the
certainly a plus. But my whole life  next.decade, however, her plans are
has been involved in communicate  more flexible.
ing.” ' “I'd like to own my own compa-
Paula graduated from Michigan ny,” she said. But that depends on a
State University in 1966 aiter which number of factors, including some
she taught school in Minnasota and  that are beyond her control. “I'd
Lansing. While living in Washington,  have 10 be ready — personally and
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