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Ethics panel to be formed

Conlinusd from Page 1

God's sake,” city councliman Marks
said, )

But others, such as Grant, believes
there's a need for rules governing
council members’ conduct and meet-
Ing procedures, even if it's only Rob-
erts Rules of Order,

——_But athers, such as Grant, belleves
there's a need for rules governing
cauncil members’ conduct and meet-
ing procedures, even if it's only Rob-
erts Rules of Order.

Lichtman, however, is more con-
cerned with how eouncil members
conduct themselves outslde of mect-
ings. “I think they all bave to do with
the same tssue — that’s integrity in
government.”

* Councilman - Terry Sever also
asked for rules governlng residents
who may make untrue or misleading
comments before the council.

“ think the public gets manlpulat-
ed many times (by comtments made
by residents),” Sever sald, “I think
it’s a bad reflection on the whole
elty.”

Lichtman's report provides an ex-
ample of a sectlon from the Munict-
pal Clerks City Council Rules of Pro-
cedure. It covers “personal, imper-
tinent or slanderous remarks"” made
belore Lhe council, )

RESIDENT JULIEANN Hovane-
slan opposed such rules. *'I think he's
hinting of that,” she said, referring
to Lichtman. ‘And I'm a little bit
afraid of it." '

Lichtman said he Is not teying to
Nmit free speech and included the
example because he thought it was
interesting and had not scen any-

‘I belleve it's a gross
violation when the
minority opinion is
expressed as the .
majorily opinion. . .1
think it's very serious

——when g minofity —_expressed —ay the _majority |

opinion takes control
of the majority.”
~ Nancy Bates
councilwoman

often than not .the minority. on the -

counedl, | Continued from Page 1
“I'think we have to be very care-

ful about the majority taking a posi-

tion and the minority cannot stick by

their position,” Vagnozzi zaid.

Councilwoman- Nancy Bates
disagreed. “I believe it's a gross vio-
lation when the minority opinion is

tent

his frustration.

opinion. . . “I think it’s very serious
when a minotlty opinion takes con-
trol of the majority.”

To take disclplinary action against
councll members, who are entitled - .
to due process, the misconduct must

d d In publle, Vagnozzi sald, -

Public Safety on the incident.

thing similar clsewhere.

Councll members said they didn't
wish to open old weunds. But mem-
bers referred to concern about an
apparent breach of an executlve ses-
slon resolution by former mayor Fox
and Mayor Vagnozzi in 1880 and con-
tacted representatives In the gover:
nor's office and Gov. James Blanc-
hard himsel! to resolve the then-con-
flict ‘between the city and the Boys
Republic social service agency. A
resolution ndopted In a closed city
council session prohlbited dlcussion
about the then-litigation.

“1 think there's-a lot to be said
about letting voters declde who
should be- removed from offlce,”
Lichtman said. But, he sald, there
should be Intermediary steps —
short of removal — that can be tak-
en agalnst councll members when
deemed necessary. -

. Talk quickly turned to the minorty
versus the majority on counctl. In
1998, Vagnozzi and Fox were more

Council disagrees -
on income disclosure

By Joanne Maliszewskl
staft writer

Ben Marks doesn't believe Farm-
ington Hills clected officials shounld

be forced to disclose their incomes

and how they carn them. Jonathan
- Grant agrees

of property and income for just
council members, not their family
members,

Councilwoman Nancy Bates, on
the other hand, belleves sources of
Income, property and relationshlips
to proponents who come before

“I'm very, very upset hearing
about disclosures. This could very
well turn out to be a witch hunt,”
Marks said.

Providlng flnancla) disclosure for
public scrutiny — to be sure there is
no conflict of inferest — surfaced
during the city council’s discussion
on council members® ethles, Includ-
ing meeting procedures and council
members' behavior,

Marks told his collezgues that In-
come s “personal business” and that
the job of council member In Farm-
ington Hllls doesn’t warrant such

-disclosure. .

“I think It’s wrong to ask you
where your money [s coming frem,”
the bullder-developer continued con-
tinued. "We're getting into some
dangerous territory. Just make peo-
ple aware of a conflict. That's all
that's necessary.”

GRANT, WHO owns a business ln
Farmington Hills, agreed with
Marks, who has had the spotlight
turned on him over the years for pos-
sible confllcts of interest. But he said
that property within city limits
owned by council members should
be disclosed. -

“That clearly should be a matter
of public record,” :

Others disagreed to varying de-

ees.

“This shows where your alle.
glances are,” said councilwoman
Jean Fox, who is retired. Once
ou're an clected eofficial, she said,
the public has a right to know where
council members get their money,
she added.

Councilman Alde Vagnozzl, who
works for a Detroit publishing com-
pany, belleves In timlted disclosure

)
N. David Zukkoor, M.D.
Specializing in

Internal Medicine
is pleased to onnoucc
the opcning of his
new officc ot
28501 Orchard Lake Rd.
(Just north of 1-696)

553-8891

_ STREET WISE

be disclosed. .

But Bates, a leglslative ald to Re-
publican staie Rep.- Jan Dolan of
Farmington Hills, said. she doesn’t
believe it's necessary to disclose in-
come amount.

“1 just feel we've got to be more
up front," Fox'said.

councilon some. type of sequest must

But, for example, the councll cannot
{ully discuss the resolution Fex and
Vagnozzl apparently violated  be-
cause it was adopted In closed ses-
slon and minutes of the meeting can-
not be made public.

Nonctheless, Vagnozzi agreed that
disclpline procedures are necessary.
“But I think we need to be careful on

anything.”

Body shop closes doors

the cars for n(ekeéplng. and all customers were cven-
tually contacted. Pollce say there was no criminal in-

But for Larcinese, that's not the end of the story and

He said 47th District Court Judge Fred Harris had
ordered his eviction for non:) ent of rent in July _rcpeated attempts to get a detailed list of stolen goods.
‘whilc he was under bankruptcy protection and clnlmi% The follow-Up FEpOT also Tioted tint some-of theitems—
he got no support from the Farmington Department of

Harrls and police officlals tell a dlfferent story,
though they sald sympathize with Lareinese.

Although he did not recall specifics of the case,
Harris sald he would not have taken the eviction action
had he been presented with an order from the federal
bankruptcy court confirming the filing.

“I can only assume I dldn't have the bankruptey or-
der,” the judge sald, “People can come in here and say

“I can sympathize with him — It's hard when your
world is falling down around you.”

Farmington's public safety department wrote five
reports regarding the business In July and August, ac-

cordlng to elty records.

The reports Included responding o a building alarm,
handling a funds check and
several others involving the landlord-tenant evictlon
and theft InJuly. =

Accordlng to that report, managers told police two
large loolboxes and spray guns were taken from the
buslness, but officers closed the case in August after

@ followW-0p
had been returned, but details could not be confirmed,

“At this time, we've done everything we can,” sald
public safety director Frank Lauholf. "We've taken all
the reports they've reported.”

Meanwhile, longtime employees llke Bruce Stleben
who managed the Farmington business, have left the |
bad memarles behind and are starting resh, Stleben
has opencd his own body shop near Brighton.

“It was not my business, but it sure felt Ilke it," he
sald, “We busted our butts to make this thing run and
cverybody wanted it closed down. Our business went to
heck in July — we never recovered.” .

Sticben said he was concerned about the 10 families
whose “breadwinners were put out of work” and the *
“tnjustice of all the people that were wrenged.”

what we base this.”
247~ How Can A Leather Chair
I Look This Good?
?‘{M And Still Recline?
B 1 4 It's From Bradington-Young.
dygother's Day Py, 3 ston o e et

Bring in any plece of usable
Jewelry and receive a 10% discount
on any new piece in stock.

The used jewelry will be
cleaned, wrapped, and delivered
to area nursing homes for the
“forgotten” mothers.

that flis your decor in 15 clegant colors.
S\ F{ Comfort never looked so good as it does
P Irom Dradington-Young.

aii Best Of All, It's On Sale.
999
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Classic Interiors

20292 Middlebelt, Livonia » South of 8 Mile
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GREAT OAKS MALL
ROCHESTER HILLS

SUMMIT PLACE
WATERFORD

o LAUREL PARK PLACE
. LIVONIA

RTINS o= 474-6900
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ESSICA -
cCLINTOCK
BRIDAL
COLLECTION

Thursday, Friday and Saturday
May 9, 10 and 11
Bridal Salon, Livonia

Far your spring ot summer
wedding..viéw a collection of
beautiful formal and informal gowns
as well as dresses for
bridesmaids and flower girls.
Sclected styles are in stock
and available for
immediate delivery.

‘Jacobson’s

LOUIS FERAUD S.£T. FALL AND WINTER COLLECTION
SHOW WITH FASHION REPRESENTATIVE PAULINE GAUBY
THURSDAY, MAY 9, 10 A.M;T(} 5 PM. IN BIRMINGHAM
FRIDAY, MAY 10, 10 AM. 70 4 PM. IN LIVONIA

iN OUR COLLECTION SPORYSWEAR DEPARTMENT.

Jacobsons

We wrlcome Jacobson's Clrarge and American Eapress?
Shop until 9 pm. on Thursday and Friday. Uniil 6 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday

4

Professlonal Landscaping Results at Do-It-Yourself Pices
LeL our staff of landscape designers create a custom detatled fand-
scape design for youl From a simple in-store sketch to u full on-site
evaluatlon, we offer three levels of desin service (o meet cveryonc's

# :f » needs, Aliof our deslgns are done on

a5y lo read scaled paper, Allyou need s
ayardstick and a shovel!

With the help of our trained
personnel we can gutde you Into a
. perfectly Installed, professional

| . -4~ - looking landscapel
: pleie nsiallation sérvice by our expert-
enced Landscape crews. Whether you
do-ll-yourself or we tnslall for you, we
offer the area's lrgest selection of land-
scaping plants and materials, All at
great prices and backed by a 100%,
ONC year wamanty.

Call our Deslgn Depastment today!
453-6611

4535511

BPRING MRS: 9800 Ann Arbor Road

Just 7 miles west of 1275
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