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Solid waste plan closer to a county ballot

By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

Oakland's controversial solid
waste program got some good news
and bad news last weck, as officials
moved one step closer to putting
bonding of the $500 million project
to a vole of the people.

The good news, as far as propo-
nents of the program are concerned,
Is that the Michlgan Alr Pollution
Control Commisslon has teatatlvely
set June 17 and 18 as the dates for a
hearing on the operating permit for
the controversial Incinerator in Au-
burn Hllis, said Roger J. Smith, dep-
uty director of the county's Depart-
ment of Solid Waste Management.

“But that's very tentative, It's not
confirmed,” sald Smith. “But it Is a

Prosecutor fighting for mandatory

By Pat Murphy
stafl wrlter

Efforts by Oakland Prosecutor
Richard Thompson te bolster Michi-
gan's tovgh anti-drug law will kikely
have little effect, accerding to a
Southfield lawmaker.

“We get letters like that all the
time,” said state Rep. Maxine L.
Berman, D-84th District. Lawmak-
ers conslder such letters, but usually

sign we're closc o geiting a declslon
onour permit.

THE BAD NEWS, agaln as far as
proponents are mncerncd is lhal
and other

‘| don’t want a partial solution.’
Oakland County Commissioner

southwest Oakland are one step tlos
er to sendlng their (rash to the De-
troit incinerator,

*“It's a matter of economles,” sald
Lenora K. Jadun, general manager
of RRRSOC (the Resource Recovery
and Recycling. Authority of South-
west Oakland County).

Tipping fees al the Detroit Incin-
erator are about $20 per ton lower
than those anticipated for the coun-
ty's facility in Auburn Hills, Jadun
said.

decide the issue on other -~ more ob-
jective — information.

Berman is one of the Michigan
lawmakers to whom Thompsan sent
aletter last week.

ESSENTIALLY Thompson urged
them to reject efforts to eliminate or
weaken the state law requiring man-
datory live sentences for those con-
victed of possessing 650 or more
grams of cocaine.

RRRSOC and Detroit have negoti-
ated, but not yet signed, a contract
under which 450 tons of trash from
Southficld would be burned at the
Motor City facllity for about 60 days.

“It's a test,” sald Jadun. If thls 1rf-
al period works aut, there’s a good
chance Farmington Hills and other
RIIIRSOC communities would fallow
suit. ‘

An operating permit and getting
commitments for trash from com-
munities — like Southfleld — are at
the core of problems plagulng Gak-

‘Thompsen was referring ta House
Bill 4024, that would do away with
the mandatory llfe sentence,

“] want yeu to know that major.

drug dealers are supporting HB
4024, Thompson said in his letter
dated May 1.

The prosecutor sald copies of a pe-
tition drive’ supporting 4024 were
found among the drugs, guns and
other property seized a week earlier

in raids conducted on the basis of in-

Ve

fand’s solid waste plan,

"We. were supposed to have a
hearing on the operating permit last
June,” said Smith. Lack of a permit
has Ied to delays and put the entire
program on hold. .

NOT GETTING commitments

{rom Southfield and other communi-
ties has called into question the abili-
1y of the county 10 successtully oper-
ate an incinerator.

It's alse an indication that resi-
dents don't want a county operated

dictments handed down by the Oak-
land County citizens grand jury.
Those were the raids in the week
of April 21, after 18 people were in-
dicted. Among them were iwo de-
{fendants the prosecutor said record-
ed a rap video to launder profits
from their narcotics business that

incinerator if there are alternatives,
like Detroit's.

A group of counly comrmissioners
Tuesday discussed that possibllity as
they considered a resolutlon that
would put the solid waste program
~ or bonding for it — on a county-
wide ballot.

The Planning and Building Com-
mittee approved the resolution. It

_will be discussed by other commit-

tees before being referved to the en-
tire board of commissioners, possi-
bly as early as the May 23 meeting.

Before approving a vete on the
solld waste program, however, the
committee defeated a proposal from
Commissioner Marilynn E. Gosting,
R-Blooinhield Hills, that would have
divided the program

HER MEASURE calls for putting
two lssues before the voters. One is.
sue would ask voters to approve —
or reject — bonding for recycling.
The other would ask them to decide
on bonding for the Incinerator,

“1 den't want a partial solutlon,”
said Commissioner Lillian Jaffe.
Oaks, D-Southficld, who voted
against separating the ballot ques-
tion — as proposed by Gosling —
and for puiting the solid waste pro-
gram to a vote.

Like many of her colleagues on
the Board of Commissioners, Oaks
suid a solid waste program without
the incinerator would be incomplete
and would not meet the needs of the
county.

life sentences

did $5 million worth of business
menthly.

Thompson said Michigan's stiff
law is effective . ... and drug deal-
ers want it repealed or watered
down

That accusation drew chuckles
from William R. Bryant Jr, R

Grmc Pomlc Farms, the spoensor of
HB

CLAlMll\G DRUG dcalers sup-
port his bill, “Sounds like something
Thompson would do,” Bryant said,
who explained that his bill is cur-
rently before the House Judiciary
committee,
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