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FOCUS

ELL, . AFTER all,
April was the Month
of the Young Child

so what belter

time for the clty of Farmington
to henor a local day care center
that lots’ of local people Lhink is
pretty speclal.

consldered a request for recognl-
tlon by proclamation of the'con-

den to the city. Tho Grand Rlver
Avenue buslness, owned by
Elayne Chatlin and Vicki Palmer,
1s popular with many of its cus-

tomers.

"We thought we'd do something
nlce for the people who take care
of our chltdren for so much of the
day,” said parent Holly Davis,
who uses A Child's Garden.

Parents told the ‘council that
the A Chlld's Garden “ . . pro-
vides the children with a sense of
community. The ' facility is in
downtown". Farminglon, which
gives the chitdren an opportunity
to visit the stores, city hall, police
and fire depariment and pcrh:ms
most Important, the ¢ity libracy.”

EY, HEY, it's Poppy

Day ... or it will be
Thursday-Saturday,

May 16-18, in the
Farmington area, as mer{\bcys of

the Groves-Watker

The cily counclf last month’

tributlon made by A Child's Gar-

T th-old Katrina D

waits patient:

-gien Post No, 346 conduct their
annual fund-ralser.’

About 60 unlformed bt.glon
members will be asking for dona-
tlons' in shopping centers and at
major Intersections in Farming-
ton and Farmingten Hills,

“We usually ralse about

$5,000,” sald Gerald Lynch, ser-
geant at arms of the jocal post
“The money goes directly to belp
velerans or {0 Support programs
that help them.”
. The poppy..by the way, is the
fower for American war dead,
The tradition began in the years
followlng World War 1.

Returning  veterans  remem-
bered the wild poppies that lined
the devastated batlleflelds of
France and Flanders. Soldiers of
all nattons came to view that
fower as a living symbat! of thelr
dead comrades’ sacrifice.

lCHlGAN Week is com-
ing up . and what
would Mlchlnnn Week
be without Mayor Ex-
change Day?
This year, Farmington Mayor

Shirley Richardson will take part

ly as her mother, Deborah DeSantis, pmpl (.1

to vote at Precinct 17, Alameda Early Develop-

farmington, Michigan

SHARON LeMIEUX/sia photographor

ment School, In Tuesday’s half-mill parks and
recreation tax election.
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Voters say
yes to parks

staff writor

While the Farmington Hills clerk's
stafl counted votes “Tuesday night
for the successful half-mill Jevy for
parks and recreatlon, about 80 resi-
dents met in Heritage Park to reac-
tivate the Nalurallsls Club.

‘The election victory
was a total community
effort. . . The coming
together of the various
groups to ensure

of the

“That's a tr -

. said resident Roy Lindbardt. “These

are the quict people, the people who
are for the preservation of land.”

Lindhardt — whe ecarly in the
campaign opposed the millage —
called ihe victory “the best of both
worlds. We can satisfy all the needs
of people involved.”

The balf-mill levy.was approved
by 4,130 veters, cempared 1o 2,802
who voted against the proposal, Of
the 4,393 voters who cast absentee
ballots, 2,434 approved the levy,
1,886 opposed it.

Among those who. cared to vote,
passage could be considered a man-
date, But of the city's 46,426 regis-
tered vaters, only 7,034 or 15.15 per-
cent cast ballots. Vote totals are
unofficial.

"The election victary was a total
community effort, again demon-
strating what a wenderful city we
have,” said Mayer Aldo Vagnozzi.
“The coming together of the various
groups to ensure success of lhc pro-
posal was heartwarming.

“By their vote, the residents of our
community have securcd the quality
of life in our city into the turn of xhu
century.”

LINPIIARDT AND paturalist Joe
Derek ~ who were often criticized
for challenging clty officials on the
levy and proposed projects — say
they remain commltted to keeping
an eye on parks and recreation, how
the money generated from the tax is
speot and how and where projicts
are completed.

proposal was
heartwarming. By their
vole, the residents of
our communily have
secured the quality of
life in our city into the
turn of the century.’

— Mayor Aldo Vagnozzi

“I'm going to watch like a hawk,
float like a butterfly and sting like a
bee,” Derek said. “Now since the
millage passed, I'm going to be vo-
cal. You can be damned sure I will
be watching and yelling for the next
cight years.”

Passage of the millage means it
will be collected July 1. Over eight
years, the levy will generate $9.6
million 1o support a $10.9 million .
parks and recreation plan. -Grants
are expected to pay the difference,

"I hope this-Is a kind of rebirth of
supporting what's important:
schools, kids, parks,” sald Dennis
Fitzgerald, chalrman of the parks
and recreation comsussion, which
will spearhead the cight-year parks
and recrealion plan.

Pleased with the election’s results,
Fitzgerald 5aid the victory “reflects
Retting out the messag d getting
out the data. Now we have to deliv-
er. That's the fun part. 1 think people
will see early results.”

Please turn to Page 8

Hills budget crunch means no new cops

By Joanno Maliszowak|
stat! writer

Farmington Hills councilman Ben Marks
compared it {o playing roulette.

“Nobody . says they're going to freeze
crime.” he s: T'd rather see a gradual in-
crease in the area of police and fire. I think
sometimes you tighten the belt and you kill the
patient.”

That was Marks’ reaction to news Monday

o the existing 97 officers because of city ad-
mnstrators’ efforts to tighten the proposed
199192 city budget, particularly in the wake
e-planned tax assessment freeze in

“We understand the budget crunch,” Farm-
ington Nills police Chief William Dwyer said.
“We rcmred this year's budget based on the
crime slat:

In 1990, scrious crime decreased 16.8 per-
cenl compared to 1989,

In the first three

pared to the same period in 1990

“No one is sitting here saying it terime
spree) can’t happen here in Farmington Hills,
No one has 2 erystal ball,”" ety manager Wil-
ham Costick said

MAYOR ALDO Vagnozzi disagreed with
Marks “We're ata poinl where we are just not
able to (add more officers). We can revisit the
budget Jater in the year if there's a problet.”

A new offreer at a starting salary would cost

. plus  benefits

benehits. An officer at the top of the pay scale,
would cost the department
$50,000 Dwyer said

Of the police department’s $9 multion budg.
et, Dwyer says he had no control over some of
the costs, Higher wages and increased bene-
Ots, including soctal secursty. accounts for
$594.000 of the mereases in the department's
budget

night

no new palice officers will be added

months of 1991, crime

was again down com-

Candidate wants trustees
to link schools, community

Fditar's naote (‘m'n rage of the
191 Farmingion  school  board
mu‘ continpes with a profile of

In the ¢ wlth
Clawson’s . Mary Airriess on
Thursday, May 16, A noon lunch-

Inn,

In Fﬁrmmglnn Hills, arrange-
“ments are less definite. However,
Mayor Exchange Day is Monday,
May 20, with Mayor Aldo Vagnoz-
i switching with Troy's Richard
Dayle. A dinner may be held that
night, said Steve Brock, assistant
¢ily manager.

EMORY LANE —
From the May 17,
1951 Farmington En-
terprise:

Kean Loomis led the field with
271 votes in the special electlon
ta pick Farmington's city council
under the terms of the new city
charler. Also elected were Tracy
Conroy, Roy Miller, James Ca-
vanaugh and James NourJian, All
but Nourjian had served on the
previous councl). Some 481 votes
were cust.

Items for Farmington Fo-
rum may be mailed to the
Farmington Observer, 21898
Farmington ' Road, Farming-
ton 48336, or dropped off at the
newspaper office.

ton will.be held-at the. Botsford -

hallenger Lawra Myers, Election
rorerage will contmue through-
out May. The election is Jum’ S

By Casoy Hans
stall wriler

As a parent with children in ele-
mentary, middle - schae) ‘and high
schools in the Farminglon school dis-
trict, Laura Myers helic s her
wrn (o sceve as & Lrustee on the
board of education

I think they nced me,” said the
car-old resident of the Old Vil
1age historie neighborhoad In Farm-
mgton, and ‘one of three candidates
rupmiag for the school board. [ think
they need a person wha's accessible,
The enrzent board oo often ex-
cludes After all, the board 15 sup-
posed to be a link with the cominuni-

’ ScHooL
Boarp

- -t Race-
53

“And now, more than ever, we
aced o b able o call on the com-
mumty.”

The commatuty  bay  certaly

called on Myers during her nlne
sears uf tesdeney herr, where she
has setthed with lier husband and
(hrve sans

SHE 18 ACTIVE 1n scouting, PTA
and buoster groups,
groups such as Farmington
1R Action, has been a delegate ta the
state I‘TA canventon for the past
eight vears. and 18 a life member of
the Farmeston Histoneal Socrety

something reflected in the fami-
histaric homestead on Shiawas-
Steeet

She has also served recently en the
school distniet’s - Faeldities Task
Furce and High School Boundary

-~ Commuttee, and was amactive mem-

ber of the Friends of Farnungton
Schools which supported the recent
hoshe called “the
t help the dis-
trets fimancial siwation

Myers faces ancumbent Susan
Hennels, & bank - executive  and
Farmingten Fhtls resident, and ehal

lenger Richard DeVies, & Ford Mo

twr Co engicer, on June 10 as the
three vie for ene 00T (e o
nof-partsne e of e ation My
ors il e W0 school board
eleets Wt Strong, campaign
and comng o cloye third to the
w0 wipDeTs

A sellproclaimed  independent
unker, Myers sad she will chal.
lepge the current board to 1avolve

the department about $32,000 including fringe

Pigase furn to Page 8

Laura Myers

Patents atsaary fevel

I've
e to fre
el awas fre
volufbert, she
t be cutung back and parents are
hete and teady to Bl the gap s @
sy to produce @ ceal quality pro-
gram”

Awas tell here, youte
o thoagh yen'ee taking
* when you

omcone
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Myers stresses involvement, openness

Laura Myers is one of three

June,

Parental involvement ts the key lIssuc in her
campaign, and is something she threads through
all issues facing the district. She belleves:

The current School/Community Farum group,

candidates vying
for ane seat on the Farmington schoal board s viee

the top,”

and their parents.

istituted by the district,
to the idea of parental involvement. "¢
needs 1o come up from the bottam and down from
she sad. If clected,
casure better (ummumrnlwm between the board
and community, and between iavidivual schools

The haancial situation facing the district and

“kind of gives lip ser-

she would work 1o

programs being cut can be dircetly impacted by
parent and commumty involvement
cates involvement dircetly in the classcoom “It's
Important to have that real world connection.”

She advo-

School board meelings ‘are open 1o everyone.

“Anyune’ has the right to'get up and speak their

peace.”

she said

“They're there to talk.™
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The Best
Just got
Better! .

Our new “user-friendly”
clasuifieds is # 1 at
matching buyers and
sellers.

Don’t miss our Summer
Camp Directory which runs
cvery Thursday. Sec
Classiication # 517,

Obgevuer & Eceentric
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