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Locals have a

SN'T 1’1‘ strange lhat certain membcrs of our
vi at-
tempt to stlfle the same free enterprise
they usually support so vigorously?

‘That’s a question we're asking as we consider a
- budding controversy: This flower flap that seems
+ to bie blooming nlcely on Northwestern Highway

. inthe rich economic soil of Farmington Hills.
Although flower merchant Ray Hesano seems

" to have put down roots in the Farmington area
(he’s been peddling his petals in that big tent near

. the Langan’s Bowling Center in scason for five
“years), some local buslness people have been
treating him like a noxious weed in their garden

' of commerce.

The locals, of course, consider Hesano to be a
threat to their cconamic well-being. Here's a

" guy, they'll say, who just sticks up a tent in a

" vacant lot while we're stuck with ail kinds of
neverending overkead.

" When the flower season ends, the locals will
say, he just folds that blue-and-white striped
tent and steals away to his home in West Bloom-
field or wherever.

RECENTLY, A drive was launched by the
chamber of commerce to have the city ordinance
allowing temporary- businesses like Hesano's re-
viewed — and possibly removed.

. And then someone cut the ropes and collapsed

the husiness community had nothing to do with
the vandalism. Hesano said he isn't so sure about
that.

Well, while the city sorts out the ordinance
question and Hessano puts his tent back up, we'd

_ like to say that the attitude our kings and queens
of commerce seem to be taking toward this man
and his flower stand stinks like some huge, rott-
ing compost pile.

As long as he follows the rules specified in the
ordinance, he and others like him should be al-
lowed to do business in the city, The city council

“(and any othér officialdome involved) should not

HEY'RE ENERGETIC, optimistic and so
very bright. They are the 1991 Observer
Newspapers Academic All-Stars.

In the next few weeks, the 16 mem-
bers of this year's team will complete successful
high school careers looking forward to studies in
medicine, engineering and the liberal arts.

Over the past few years, parents have been
bombarded with bad news about education. Im-
provemenis must he made, but these young men
and women represent what is pusmvc about edu-
c.mon today. .

THESE STUI)ENTS are more than just bright.
Very likely they will be the leaders of tomorrow.
These are the students who prove that through
discipline, determination and a lot of hard work,
achievement is possible.

They also have many kind words for their par-
ents who offered encouragement and support and
for teachers who played a major role in shaping
these young minds

In today’s Observer, you will find a special in-
_serd. hu,hlu,h!m ievements of 1

ed on grade peint averages in
ts and national college test
scores. Tabulation of scores and sclection was
dane by a commitice of area high school princi-
pals. .
Chairing the committee was Robert Schramke,
principal of Redford Union High Schoo), and the
man who seven years ago came to this newspa-
per with the idea for an academic all-star team.
Other high school principals joining Schramke

Flower flap

“ Hesano's ‘new tent:-A” chamber- spokesman- said -

New leaders
Principals honor achievers
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bad attitude

. . . some local business people
have been treating Hesano like 8
weed in their garden of
commerce.

bend to the pressure that's being applicd

he ar of the
people, as made known through reporter Joanne
Maliszewski's Observer articles, seem riddled
with blight.

FOR ONE THING, as Hesano could be quick
to paint aut, there are indeed many expenses in-
volved in running a business out of a tent.

“I pay rent and I pay for securlty guards at
night,” he said in a recent interview. “That's an
expense I don't think they {more permanent busl-
ness people) have.”

For another, Hesano's prices are competitive,
maybe even a bit on the high side, according to a
few gardeners we've talked to. If shoppers are
flocking to the big tent, it's not necessarily be-
cause of any bargains withln, Hesano has said.

Many people enjoy shoping in the open air. . .
witness the huge popularity of Detroit's Eastern
Market. It's going great guns with llawcrs right
now. - —_—
Roadside stands used to be commonplace in
the suburbs. In spring, flowers and plants were
sold. In the summer and fal), it was produce from
nearby farms.

The stands are not 50 numerous now that sub-
urbs like Farmington Hills have filled up with
subdivisions, strip malls and office complexes,
Part of the stands® demise has to do with the
growing distance between farm and market. But
there’s also local business which attempts to run
them out for economic reasons.

Could that be the case in the Great Flower
Flap of Farmington Hills?

vear's sclection commitiee were Geral-
el, Garden City High School; Dale
Larry Bochms,

dine
Coller. Stevenson High School;
Troy High School: Gary Faber, West Bloom(ield

Iligh School; Clayton Graham, Harrison High
School: Gerald Ostoin, Plymouth Salem High
School: and Dennis Connolly, John Glenn High
School.

We thank them for their time and enthusiasm
for this projeet.

Tn addition to being profiled in today's Observ-
cr, the 16 all stars will receive a diclionary em-
bussed with their name and a special cerlificate
of recognition.

JOIN US in congratulating some of the best
and brightest students of the Class of 1991,

The 1991 Observer All Stars in order of rank.
ing are:

John Richards, Catholic Central High School;
Anne V. Liu, Stevenson High School; Lynn Biber-
dorf, Plymouth Christian Academy; Joyce S.
Wong, Stevenson . High School; Raymeond J.

Adamski, Plymouth_Cantan_High_School;_David._
Wine r. Churchill High School; Kevin
Holmes, Plytnouth Canton High School: Jetfrey
C. Sung. North Farmington High School; Danicl
Chamberlain, Chorchill High School; Kelvin L.
Chou, North Farmington High School: Lana Ack-
royd, Farmington High Scheol: Lawrence M.
France, ¥ranklin High School; Maya Manian,
Mercy High School; Mark E. Baker, John Glean
High School: Pranav P, Kothari, Redford Union
High School, and Nieole Knapp of Ladywood
High School

THITRING

Engler flexes tactics -
with his new policies

1 WROTE A column a manth ago
which tried to sort out whether Gov.
John Engler was more like Ronald
Reagan (passionate and committed
ideclogue) or Richard Nixon (hang

~-the-ideclogy;-do-what-you.must _to__
‘ny were slashed. Envirenmentalists

get re-clected).

1 concluded Engler was more like
Reagan — only a flaming conserva-
tive tdeologue would accept the flak
he was taking and carry on with
budget cutting.

Well, 1 was wrong. Just like Nixon
and his celebrated conversions, (re-
member the “New Nixon” or even
the “Newer Nixon™?), Engler is
showing signs of tactical flexibility.
Nobcldy in the governor's office in
Lansing Is issuing press releases, but
it's clear the new polley is: Do what-

“ever has 1o be done,

‘servative

MANY OF. ENGLER'S friends
think it’s about time.

They worried as his overal) con-
intent 10 shrink state
spending got characterized as slash.
ing welfare payments to the poor,
cutting property taxes to the rich
and being gencrally callous about
people in between, "Mean spirited”-
became the 1ag line.

They grew alarnied as Engler the
ideologue seemed to develop true
originality in angerlng nominally
Republican constituencies.

Local governments — not just De-
troit but snlid suburban communities
in Livingston, Oakland and western
Wayne counties — were alarmud
when the governor proposed to slash
the property 1axes that paid the lo.

cal bills without saying how the re-
sulting shortfalls would be made up.
Ditto for school boards.

The arts community got sore when
state spending for the Detrait In:
tuie of Arts and.the Detroit Sympho:

were alarmed at plans to break up
the Department af Natural Re-
sources and at a trial balloon about
turning over management of four
state parks to private business.

Talk about trouble! When the long
s and the moose and goose folk
start making common cause, it's
time 1o get atarmed.

=

“PART OF TIIE problem was En-
gler's staunch determination that his
administration would be as unlike
his predecessor’s as possible.

Image mongering, ribbon cutting
and PR hoopla were out. But that, in
turn, made -Engler vulnerable 1o
having his image defied by his acts
(slash. arts funding) and his oppo-
nents (“mean spirited”).

Predictably, the governer's poll
ratings tumbled: 39-41 pereent unfa-
vorable was the tast number T saw.
People started 1aking out recall peti-
tions.

And when Engler staried tryi mp. lu
{ulfill a campaign pledge to v:
a2 Michigan counties each yea
schedulee will come 10 hate him for
that), kids started asking him why he
was such a pasty jellow

IT HAD TO CIIANG
[ cite three picces of evide:
chanpe came in the last twa

1. On April 30, Engler agreed with
Michigan Counci) for the Arts chair
Leon Cohan to hold a “summit meet-
ing" to resolve differences over pub~
lie (um!mg for the arts.

2, Engler agreed o quit insisling
on .1 property tax cut this year.and
bought into a freeze on assessment
levels that was cooked up in the Leg-
islature. With sighs of retief, Jegisla-
tors can claim they actually did
something about the risc in property
1axes. Engler then argucd the freeze
was really a cut becavse it * smcd
$400 million in taxes

3. At the end of last week, big pic-
nm-s of Engler in a press conference
with lots of little kids were splashgd
all aver the Detroit newspapers.

None of these things bappened
purely by chance. They Tepresent <1
clear sign that Jehn Engler is wdl)
aware of what insistence on strict ig-
cology was doing ta him and of his
deteemination 10 change dlrccnnn
before iL got too late. Smart man. -

Pl Power is chawrman of Hn
compuny that ouns this rewspn-
per. s award-winmning cohann
wall npprar periodieatly. .

from our readers

DIA jewel
is ‘cast into

More letters —
See page 23A

any money at all in splte of the fact
that the amount in question repre-
sents less than one.quarter of onc
pereent of the state’s budget.

1OW WOULD lhc people of lhl<

‘mothballs’

To the editor:

Recently you ran an article in
which my representative, friend and
colleague, Jan Dolan wondered why
the Detroit Institute of Arts receives
s0 much more public money than
many major museums in other cit-
ies.

‘The museums named in the artj-
cle, In Chicago, Toledo, Cincinnali,

VLW

Robert Schramke,
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of Union

discusaes an academic all-star

High School,

wilh Dennls
Connolly principal of John Glenn High Sc!\ool

and are all privately
owned and operated with large en-
dowmenis to support their opera-
tions. .

The only appropriale comparison
to be made with the DIA is the Na-
tionat Gallery in Washington, D.C,
which charges no admission, "but =

. rather relics on tax support.

The Detrolt Institute of Arts, be-
cause it is publicly owned and oper-
ated, has the smallest endowment
for operations of any tajor muscum
in the country.

What greater security could -Ihe

Steve Barnaby maniang edilor

DIA’s founders have had than know-
ing that the city would be held re-
sponsible for operations when they
gave the museum to the city in 19197

Al that time the city was more
than capable of supporting the muse-
um's ongoing operations and per-
formed admirably.

In 1974, with the city realizing

that its resources were limited and
the state realizing that this was in-
deed a treasure for Michlgan, the
slate began to provide substantial
assistance for the ongoing operation
of the publicly operated museum.
. This support has continued to the
present day, but now we are sudden-
ly threatened with the abrupt termi-
nation ol thi¥agreement. ™"

Indeed the privite sector has con-
tinued to maintain Its commitment
to the ongoing needs of the DIA but
the state is now attempting 10 re-
nege on its commitment,

Somie people are guestioning
whether the state should be giving
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country reactif the National Galtery
announced that it would have (o
close because the government would
no lenger support Its operation?

And what isthe difference betwesn
that and the Washington Monument,
the Jefferson Memorial or the Space
and Science Muscum? Obviously,
Washington, D.C., weuld be sadly
lacking withaut its cultural msmu
tions.

Is this what the proponcnis of abo-
lltion of state funding want for
Michigan? Do people seriously want
Michigan to -become a cultural
wasteland, and the DIA a billion-dol-
lar warchouse for an art collection
that no onc can see? N

For some recason, the gevernol
chose to have his inaugural party at _

“the DIA. How strange that this ]e\w

was good enough for the governor’s
presentation, yet is now being cast
Into the mothballs for future genera.
tions. -
Jack Faxon,
state senator,
Farmingtan Hilly
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