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« -HERE IS THE sort of news sto-
iry one might expect to read in the
lyear 2010 \f current cases become
‘any precedent. . . .

+ ‘US. District Judge Rlck Bensten
‘today ordered the state Department
:of Natural Resources to uphold na.
tive peaple's rights in a water flow
case,

Benslen refecied the appeal of
Frank Kelley, the 85-year-old state
attorney general, who pleaded that
the natives’ demand would break
Michigan's budget.

*It is not This Court’s duty to as-
sess the cost, method of payment or
incldence of taxation,” he said in his
Kalamazeo courtroom. “The money
must be someplace. Rather, it is This
Caurt’s duty only te determine the
rights of petltioners. By the way. the
state is ordered to pay their legat
fecs, 100." .

BENSLEN SAID the state's objec-
tion that it would be required to
make river water flow uphill was ir-
relevant.

“Plaintiffs live at the top of a hill.
Their ancestral treaty rights say
they are entitled to have a stream
flowing past them. It is This Court's

duty only to enforce those rights, and
not ta be mired in the minutiae of
how DNR will make a rlver flow
uphil),” Bensten sald.

“The state cltes, Incorreelly, the
case of Farmer McGregor v, Tusco-
la County Drain’ Commissloner,
wherein another couri held that wa-
ter was incapable of flowlng uphill.

*The case is not on point. Here we
are concerned not with drains but
with a matter of and
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rules laws of nature, eco-

reaty law.
"The matter of how the state DNR

makes the river flow uphill Is of no -

concern, consequence or force in
matters of jurisprudence. 1f This
Court says a river must flow uphill,
then the river will flow uphill.

“I would remind the atlorncy gen-
eral that he risks being held in con-
tempt In insisting that it may be Im-
possible for water to Hlow uphill In
cantravention of This Court’s order,”
Benslen said.

Kelley attempted to argue that it
was the law of God that water run
downhill instead of uphill, but Ben-
slen cut him short.

“Only This Ceurt will determine
which way water runs, The courts
have held consistently that court

nomics, rgmvlty and popular referen-
dums,” the judge said.

BENSLEN CITED U.S, District
Caurt rulings In several 1990-91 cas-
©s in which the state of Michlgan
was ordered to pay for programs
that broke the budget, -

"The Hon. Richard Enslen, on this
same bench, held that it was illegal,
immoral, cuiturally insensitive, fat-
tening and contrary to court proce-
dure 1o reduce spending for various
wellare programs.  *

“That judge was a man of cour-
age. ile satd so himself, which was
the definitlve ruling. His pronounce-
ment was, ‘I don't face the elector-
ate [n the next months or next year
and don't lack the courage that 1 find

Courts make law, not sense

some branches lack.”

“That Is the precedent This Court
wlll follow. There Is no such thing as
a *budget' in the Thls Court's rules of
evidence, and there never will be.'

THE NEW ruling follows by a
year Benslen’s decision orderlng
equal sunshine in Qakland County

ks,

parks.

In that case, filed by . Madison
Heights residents, the judge ruled
that voters had approved a quarter-
mlll rencwal for the Oakland parks
and recreation department with the
full understanding that the sun
would shine daily on the county
wave pool.

Benslen found that wealthy users
of the county wave pool in Novi were
experiencing 75 percent sunny days
durlng summer while lower-income
users of the Madison Heights pool
enjoyed only 68 percent sunny days.
He jailed alt 14 members of the
parks and recreation commission un-
til they agreed to install $1.7 billion
In fans that would blow away sterm
clouds. .

Tim Richard reports on.the los
cat implications of state and re-
pionatl netws.

Wear veterans’ poppies with pride

IN THE SEASON of tulips, irises,
forsythia and daffodils, I want ta add
the poppy to my list of significant
flowers,

Even though Lhey aren't fragrant
and won't atiract flying inseets, pap-
pies are fragite, temporary and re-
quire immediate attention 10 en-
hance their decper meaning.

Only for a few days can they be
found in shopping malls,. and on
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and 17, when you buy a vetcran-
made, red paper flower, you'll be
commemorating sacrifices of the
past and repaying a debt.

You can’t really put a price tag on’
serving our country In time of war.
From the Revolution to the recent
Gulf War, those who served in the
mititary knew they were putting
their lives on the line.

After all, the result might be some

—streetcomers-irthe-handsof-veter—membrance-in-1915-and-tater-died—saucous war stores 1o tell and retell

ans of the natlon’s wars who sell
them to buy a little case for the vet-
efans in hospitals and homes who
can't do this for themselves.

Poppy is the common name of a
genus of flawers with more than 100
species. One species, wild and red,
bloomed in abundance on a French
bittleficld (second battle of Ypres)
of World War [

The crimson flowers  pushing
ibrough the soil caught the eye of a
Canadian soldier in that war, Col.
Juhn McCrae, who was inspired to
wrile the poem "In Flanders Fields.”
He wrote his poem of hope and re-

inaction.

THE POPPIES I buy are- made
out of paper by disabled veterans.
For some this work is their only
means of support.

Selling  those veterans' poppics
isn't like sellisg & box of Girl Scout
cookies

When you plunk down your coins
for the Scouts, you're making a bet
on the future of some wholesome
youngsters, opening up vistas to give
them a better handle on life.

THURSDAY AND Friday, May 16

BUY IT. SELL IT. FIND IT...0 & E CLASSIFIEDS

over the years, but it might also be
the loss of a limb or limbs, an eye or
the mental vigor of a person who
started out in full health and paid
dearly for his or her service.

Some veterans, mostly from the
Vietnam war, are not card-carrying
American  Legionnaires, Disabled
American  Veterans, VFWers or
what have you.

Fecling alienated, neglected and
victimized, they  have largely ig-
nored veteran organizations except
to protest occasionally.

YET ORGANIZED VETERANS

have not ignored them.. And that's
why a poppy sale is taking place.

It's not a new idea to scll these red
paper flowers to benefit hospitalized
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Sleep & Decorative Pillows
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veterans. The first ones were sold in
1921 by the Veterans of Foreign
Wars to raise money for for French
war orphans.

These days cvery velerans group
joins in the sale.

You'll be secing members of the
VFW, Catholic War Veterans, Polish
War Veterans, Jewish War Veterans,
American Legion and their auxilia.
ries with cap on head, canister and
popples In hand. - -

THESE POPPY scllers are part
of a loyal contingent who know very
well the road ta the Allen Park Vet
erans Hospital, the Ann Arber facili-
ty and the Battle Creek Hospital.

Most people have never visited a
VA hospital and perhaps never will,
But the men and women in them are
there because they fought for cvery
one of us,

Whatever velerans group poppy
you buy, you can be sure the service
made possible will be extended to all

“velerans.

You can't eat a poppy. but you can
wear it with pride.

Shirlee Iden is suburban life ed-
itor of the Southficld Eccentric.
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from our readers ¥

Thanks for
all the help

To the editor: .

1 wish to thank Loraine McClish
and the Farmington Obscrver for
helging to make our AARP Tax-Aide
Program — Tax Counseling for the
Elderly, a real syccess.

We completed tax returns for 687
cases. There werce 413 federal re-
turns and 1,05} state forms. We an-
swered questions in 96 cases and vis-
ited 11 hdmes to complete tax re-
turns for people who were not able
10 visit our vartous sites.

Again, many thanks for placing
the netices in the Farmington Ob-
server each week during the tax sea-
son.

Joht J. Antanilli,

local coordinator,
Farmiagton-Farmiagton Hills,
Tax:-Alde program

DeVries is

his candidate

To the edilor.
Add my name to the list of former
schuol board candidates wha have
decided not te run this rin sup-
port of Richard DeVries.
We need  fiseal

applicable lower speed limits, would
constitute an effective noise-abate:

ment_measure, not to mention thé’

benefits in energy conservation, re:
duced pavement malntenance and
enhanced personal safety. It's all
avatlable for less than $15,000/
homesite, Regiasld§. T uer
. 1rol .

Farnington Hills

Cartoonist

was off base -

To the editor:

Arkie Hudklns cartoon in the May
2 edition is a needless affront to the
President of the United States. .

Bush has a popularity rating supe-
rior to that of any president in a long
lme. He had some very difficult de-
cisions 10 make relative to the war
in the Perstan Gulf,

He made the right decisions. His
leadership helped to bring the coun:
try a notable victory. John Engler
has not accomplished anything to
make him a superior choice of grad:
uation day speaker. .

Hudkins' opinion is certainly one
held by a minority of thepopulation;
His cartoon on May 2 was a waste of

.valuable newspaper space.

Jack Thlbau;
Farmington Hills

open-mindedness and positice re-
sults. The entire board nceds to be
ced. Lel's start with Richard

Allen B. Warner,
Farmington Hills

Slow down

stop noise

To the vditor:

I write to express my sympathy
{for- Bob Shulkins of Howard Road
and for all residents whose quality of
life is dimunished by excessive tral-
lic noise along 1-696 and other traff-
ice arteries in and adjacent to our
community.

The solution offered by the ey —
using MDOT funds to erect a_noise
barrier berm at a cost of $15,000 per
homeste - 1s 3 Lypieal bureaucratie
Band-Ajd to a practical prohlem

The cause of “excesaive traftic
noise is excessive traffic speed. En-
forcement of the existiag speed limit
of 55 mph on intra-city rouvtes, and
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Opinions are
to be shared

Ominions and ideas are best
«hen shared wilth others .
That's why the Farmington
Observer encourages its read-

€5 iG share: thewr views with - -

othets in the From Our Aead-
«rs column, ~

Submitting a (etter 10 the ed-
‘tor tor publication is easy. Let-
ters should be typewrilten or
snrec legibly and kept 1o 300
<ds Letters must be signed
and include the address of the
sender. -
mes will be withheld only
tne best o! reasons, and
a2 gecsien 10 do 5o wili be
~ada by the editor.

Letters should be mailed tor
the editor, The Farmngton
Observer, 21898 Farmingion
Road. Farminglon 48336.
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EXPRESSTIONS

647-8882

950 S. Woodward * Birmingham -

Mon.-Wed. & Fri.
10 am-6 pm
Thurs. 10 am-9 pm
Sat. 10 am-5 pm




