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MOVING PICTURES

Jimmy Smits as Walter Stone and Ellen Bnrkln as Amanda (steve) Brooks star in “Switch,”

comody of sexual manners,

‘Switch’: A gender bender

Seven Detrolt-area theaters prem-
lered something very speclal in
motlon pictures Friday night, an in-
dependently produced story about
the Afro-American experience in
Chicago entitled, “Love Your Mom-
mx” {D, PG-13, 97 minutes).

“Special” here relates more to the
event than to the film itself which
may have trouble at the box office
and probably won't recelva the kind
of nationwide regard its author,

---Ruby Oliver, expects to follow {from
- th

1s test release in the Detrolt mar-

ket,
Oliver, curvently on tour promot-
ing ber fllm, atopped at Qakland
Callege’s Orchard Ridge.

the movies

Dan
Greenberg

Grading the movies

Tlluston (C-+, PG-13, 105 minates), a
high-concept fllm with fatrly low
resolution.

It helps If you remember the first
“FX" where speclal-effects wizard
Rolile Tyler (Bryan Brown) got in-
volved with Detective Leo McCarthy
(Brlan Dennchy). Whether you saw
No. 1 or not, the first half hour of No.
2 is pretty slow In satting up the re-
latlonships.

* ROLLIE ‘NOW {nvents and sells
high-tech toys'in a slick Manhattan
apartment. He's 'living with Kim
Brandon (Rachael Ticotin) and her
son Chris (Dominle Zamprvgnﬂ)
whose. father, Mike (Tom Mason), is

:--Campul in Farmington Hils last

week to discuss “Love Your Mom-

- roa” with film classes.

She —and her long career opera-
ting dayrcare centers in Chicago fol-
lowed by ber current career as a

~ are trul 1

' lessons proving what an indlvidual

. ¢an do. “Breaks” and “luck,” as of-
. ten as not, reflect hard work, not di-

vine intervention.

Ruby Oliver bas made her owa
way.and, made her own film. Speak-
Ing “about the Hollywood formula,
she noted, “You keep saying you
don't want that stuff but you keep
buying it so Hollywood keeps mak-
ing it." .

“Love Your Momma” is a family
film about a contemporary Afro-

American family surviving despite .

life — ‘and soclety’s — many road-
blocks.

The trouble with the film, desplte
professlonal looking sets and camera
work, is the amateurish quality of
Oliver's writing and directlon. Peo-
ple don't talk o act that way and life
in or out of the ghetto has more snap,
crackle and pop than most of “Lave
Your Momma.” It’s all very trite
and so slow-paced that yawns are in
order.

That doesn’t add up to good enter-
tainment which is the name of the
box-office game. Despite all that,
“Love Your Momma” s an Inferest-
Ing social documentary and a fantas-
tlc achlevement for an independent
filmmaker on her own, It's not easy

.to produce and dlsu'ihutc feature-

length films,

Not since Dustin Hol{man's “Toot-
#le” has gender turnabout been as
well portrayed as [n Blake Edward’s
newest comedy, “Switeh” {A-, R, 90
minates}.

CHAUVINIST-WOMANIZER
Steve Brocks (Perry King) is done in
by three vengeful ex-lovers. Brooks
Is allowed to return to carth and, If
he can find onc woman to speak well
of him, may procced to heaven. If
not, purgatory and Satan (Bruce
Martyn Payne) will elalm another
victim. )

The Devil Is

that

A+| Top marks - sure to please

A | Closebehind- excellent

A- ] StlilIn running for top honors
B4 | Pretty good stuff, not perfect
B | Good ‘

B- | Good but notable deficlencles
C+{ Justacutaboveaverage .

C: | Mediocre

C- | Notsohatand slipping fast
D+ | The very best of he poor stuft
D | Poor

D- | Itdoesnt get much worse

F | Trutyawtul

Z | Reserved for the colossally bad
* | Noadvanced screening

Brooks charm will work and some
unsuspecting gat wlll fall Into line.
To avert that, Satan cenvinces the
Supreme Being to send Brooks back
to Earth as a female and Amanda
Brooks (Ellen Barkin), in a hllarious
scene, discovers “he” [s a “she.”
Barkln's performance in this role
of dua) mannerisms as well as the
other performances plus an intelll-
gent seript result in lots of laughs.

Despite, a slightly sappy ending, It's

an tatertalning, clever fllm.
Entertaining, but not clever, char-
acterlzes “FX — The Deadly Art of

a New York Clty detective.

Mike, desplte Rollie’s help with
special effects, is killed while staked
out to trap a perverted killer. In the

course of investigating Mike’s death,
Rollle and Leo join forces again and
discover a tortuous and complicated
case which involves just about ev-
erybody and everything in the west-
ern world except Josef Stalln.

Snappy dlalogue between buddles
In these kinds of flims usually is a
major source of enlen}ulnmenl but,

, ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

Re—exammmg ’603 aCtIVISITi

By John Monaghan
speclal writer

“We enjoyed a tremendous sense
of community,” remembers one stu-
dent fondly. “It's as if all these stu-
dents are walting to get together and
finally they were.”

1t began in 1960, when an enclave
of students at the Unjversity of Call-
fornia-Berkeley joined to protest the
actions of the House Committee on
Un-American Actvitics. The subse-
quent banning of. such political
gatherings on campus led to what

has been called the focal pnint of stu-
dent lcllvlsm In the 1980s.

. e
"'ihl 1!_

dragged limply down flights anln
Lo the brutal dropping of nauseq gas
near People’s Park,

"Bctkcley in the Sixtles,” looks hu:k
at these turbulent times through ar-
chival footage and recent interviews
with the people involved, It con-
cludes a two-week run this Monday
and Tuesday at the Tele-Arts The-
atre in downtown Detrolt.

WE SHARE in_the filmmakers'
discovery of rare film gathered frem
local television stations, along with

famlllar clips — students being

SCREEN SCENE

“'Berkclty In the Sixties” relRiro.
duces us to familiar faces of ll(l:ru
including & singing ;‘!:‘;nri Bl'n
chanting Allen G in
Black Panther Bobby Seale anl‘.h::
ry Melton, lead guitarist for Cifibtry
Joe and the Fish, appear bol,qh
and now.

The fitm also recalls pol.\ll'é(am
tike Lyndon Johnson and Rgpald,

Ploase turn to Palie 4
~
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DETROIT FILM HISTORY OF
THE MOVING IMAGE, 5200 Wood-
ward, Detrojt. Call 832-2730 for In-
Ionmuun ($3.50)

“Souls of Sin" (USA - 1949). 1 p.m.
MNay 16-19. A talented Southern gul-
tarist takes up resldence in a Har-
lem rooming house, which he shares
with a would-be writer and a con
man. Thelr llves travel separates
paths in this conclusion to the DFT's
ambltious serjes of African Ameri-
can Independent Clnema. Shown
with the 1948 muslcal short, “Boogle
Woogie Blues.”

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL

LIBRARY, 13671 Michigan Avenue,
Dearbarn. Call 943-2330 for Informa-
ton. (free)

“Maytime in Mayfal”* (USA -
1949). 7 p.m. May 13. A sophlsticated
comedy, set in London's Mayfair dis-
triet, pits two rival fashion houses
agalnst onc another, Starring Anna
Neagle and Michae) Wilding.

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile and
Middlebelt roads, Llvonia. Call 476-
1168 for Information. {{ree)

“Angels with Dirty Faces” (USA
— 1938), 10 a.m. May 14, A3 gang-
ster Rocky Sullivan, James Cagney
had one of the greatest death scenes

VIDEO VIEWING

in movles as he’s led um:ﬁing w

. the electric chalr. Pat O'Brigh co-

stars as the old pal-turned-priest
whose maln goal involves saviog (he
Rocky-loving Dead End
part of a month-long tribute
ney. B

Cng.

=

MAPLE THEATRE, 48 w.
Maple, Blemingham. Call 8)X9030
{for Information. {$8, $3.50 (Mjluhl,
call for show times)

“La Femme Nikita" (anfoc -
1990). This stylish but emply spy
fitm, a major hit in Europe last year,

Ploase turn to Pgga 4

A surprisingly good videaple,
“Somebody Has. to Shoot.the Ple- ..
ture” (1990, color, R, 104 minutes)
was released May & by MCA/Univer-
sal Home Video, and it ought to
prove particularly appealing to
is _ those who decry the death sentence

on the girlle calendar in his death
_rowcell -
The plwlojournalls. Marsh, It
turns out, despite his Pulitzer Prize
and majar reputation, is largely
unemployable because he always
sees and pholngrnphs ihe gril ami

a8 Inhumane.

But however polltically effective
the film may be, it's not a pretty ple-
ture of death row in Florlda where
small-time drug dealer' Ray Eames
{Arliss Howard) has spent seven
years while the American Civil Lib-
ertles ‘Unlon and others have ap-
pealcd hls convictlon and death sen-
tence for the murder of police offi-
cer Jack McGrath.

Eames’ final request, that his exe-
cutlon be telecast, is denled, but a
stilt

grime-of- life~This-b

- "Scmebody _Has_to_Shoat ¢

melodrama that detracts

ture™,

Qutside the prbon, Pro- ari
death penalty advocates protest
while Governor Dean {Bob Barncs)
uses the case for political purpdses.

grew out of griel: His prize-winnlng
photo was of the executlon of -the
‘woman he joved, shot during a South
American revolution.

A LAST-MINUTE rcprieve for
Eames focuses natfonal attention on
his case, and Time Magazine sends
reporter Dan Weston (Andre
Braugher) to joln Marsh and write
about the case. As thelr investigatlon
proceeds, Marsh gets Involved ro-

with the
fashes from Dennehy, most of the
dialogue is pretty flat. In fact, the
polish and style expected in such
films is largely mlssing here.

The continuity s also weak with a
number of loose ends and, by and
large, “FX2" is a sterile exercise
with Rellle’s clever spectal effects
bri up  the p

ucnces viewers suffer Lhrough
while waiting for the next exploslon.

STILL PLAYING:
“Awakenlogy” (B, PG-IQ. 121 min-

utes)

Robin Williams and Robert DeNiro
as doctor and catatonic patlent call
to mind too many other films. The
doctor’s special care and sensitivity
Tead 1o temporary recovery but film
lacks spark expected from these tal-
ented actors.

Unity of

are,

presents their 1st annual

SPRING FESTIVAL

for .
LIVING SUCCESSFULLY IN THE 90’s
Saturday, May 18th, 10 am 1o 4 pm,

Your opportunity to introduce friends and acquaintenances 1o
the exciting things happening at Unity.. We're expecting you!
“* We have invited some of the finest speakers and experts in the
1o share a smargashord of helpful ideas?

10 8m. **Keynate Address ** Money Is My Friend with Dr. David Williamison

Othee Topits Deacussed Thraughout thee Day Include:
"y Al

For More Infuvmahon Call (313) 42141760
Unity of Livonia 28660 5 Mile Rd., Livonia, M) 38153
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Eames plcks Paul Munh (Roy
Schelder), who photographed “Tina™

with the pollce
officer’s widow, Hahnah McGrath
(Bonnle Bedella), the one bit of hokey

The photography and performanc-
es cffectively chracterize the’ ense
.and tragic questions ralsed since the
Supreme Court relnstituted the
death penalty in the '70s, Those is.
sues are political as well as moral
and Include the questions of pplice
power and whether killing a police
officer Is a special case. Or, are all

. murders equally reprehensible?

It's a gruesome and graphic’ pic-
ture but somebody has to deal with -
it

— Dan Greenberg

WIN A COMPLETE
MAKEOVER
AND THE CHANCE TO
.MODEL AT

= GLAMOUR. =
eaufgways

ENTER

FABULOUS MAKEOVER

THE F&M

CONTEST

Each F&M store in the mclr0pol|lan Detroit area
will choose one customer to receive a complete
cosmetic and hair makeover on May 28, 1991.
Top national stylists and makeup artists from

Almay, Clairol'and Revlon will create a new look
for each winner. Then, ten people will be selected
by a GLAMOUR Magazine Merchandising Editor
to serve as F&M Fabulous Makeover Models at the

GLAMOUR BEAUTYWAYS Expo on
June 1st and 2nd at the

- Southfield Civic Center.

&
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The Good Stuff. The Right Pricsl,,,

ENTRY BLANKS AND A 2.50 MONEY-SAVING EXPO
COUPON ARE AVAILABLE AT THE FRAGRANCE
COUNTER OF ALL METROPOLITAN DETROIT

F&M STORES

m% ®bsmm'

JTHE

& Eccentric
ISPAPEAS "

SEE WHAT’S
NEWIN
COSMETICS,
SKIN AND

HAIR CARE,
FRAGRANCE
AND FITNESS
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