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By Joanne Maliszewsk}
statf wrlter .

Dave and Jennette Sharpe stoop a lat as
they walk through the back and front yard
of their Meadowbrook Hllls home.

‘They're not looking at 2 lawn

know your
neighbor

or neat clumps of nursery-bred flowers.
They're looking at nature —~ pretty much
as God intended il — right outside their
frent and back doors.

“1 like to slt here and look down and im-
agine what It was like when the Indians
were here,” David Sharpe sald, as he sat in
a hammock looking down a slope in his
heavily wooded back yard.

The Sharpe's yard s like walking In a
farest with everything as nature planned It.

Walking from the front door, the Sharpes
stoop and push back lcaves and wild flo-
wers (o point Lo their "little piece of heav-
en" complete with Virginia blue bells, wild
ginger, wlld columbine and triliium, the
state wlld flower, and white pine, the state
tree.
“There’s no such thing as a weed. Just
wild flowers in the wrong place,” Sharpe
said.

NO DOUBT about it. The Sharpes are na-
ture buffs, David Sharpe s a science teach.
er in Detroit. Jennette I a business teach-
er. Both are 15-year members of the Michl-
gan Nature Assoclaticn,

Flowers, like trillium, the state wild
flower, decorata the natural habitat
yard of David and Jennetle Sharpe.
The Farmington Hills couple chose
to preserve the natural setting that
existed long before their house was
bulit,

The association, which buys land around
Michigan to be malnialned as sanctuaries,
is near and dear to Sharpes heart. He's one
of the organization's trustees, and he's
determined to get mare people involved in
the group and (o continue — along with the
assocjation — to preserve Michigan's na-
tive species of plants and animals.

“We want 10 help increase awareness for
the need we have to proiect cendangered
plants and animals,” Sharpe said.

c oF alse provides
about the state’s natural history, and mem-
bers contlnue to seek financial help from
non-government sources to buy additiona
Jand before there's none left. .

“There's always this need among people

1o develop-and further develop,” Sharpe

said,

The assocjation owns — without govern-
ment help — more than 6,000 acres or-120
preserves in Michigan. ANl the preserves
are open to-the public. The association
sponsors tours of the protected areas. as
well as information on various specics of
plants and animals.

Nature buffs find own
‘little piece of heaven’

SHARPE IS dlso promating an endow-

ment fund for the organtzation to pay for
the continuing malntenance of the sanc-
tuaries.

"We have to protect It once we own be-
cause there’s constant atlempts to en-
croach,” Sharpe sald. .

Quickly opening the refrigerator, Jen-
nette Sharpe pulls out a carton of Melody
Farms mllk. She turns it around and domi-
nating ene side of the carton is the Michi-
gan Natere Association. .

Throughout May, the dairy will feature
on its producis thy organization and hew to
become a member. .

The Sharpes see a slow resurgence of in-
terest among suburban residents in nafure,
Sharpe was at the first meeting of the reac-
tivated Naturalists Club at Heritage Park
Tuesday. .

“People are becoming more aware of jt.
But a lot of times if they baven't been con-
neeted with nature_as 1 was as a boy it
might be more difficult for them,” Sharpe

said

The Sharpes like nature as it was meant
to be. “I'm amazed at the subtleties of col-
or. To vne person, it's all green. To another,
there arc subtleties of color,” Sharpe said.

THEIR "YARD has -~ like others in
Farmington Hills — been designated a
backyard habitat by the National Wildlife
Federation. That means within his natural
area, Sharpe has provided food, water and
shelter Jor wildlife.

An Asian garden right out the froni door
has a small waterfall, which [s filled with
fish during the summer from Sharpe’s mid-
dle school science class

Avoiding the manicured lawn route when
the Sharpe's built their home 17 years ago
was no accident. True, the yard — with its
wondchip trai) — trees and wild flowers —
was done before the house, And the house
was sort of designed to Lake advantage of
the natural surroundings. But there's anoth-
er reason Sharpe didn't want a manicured
lawn.

"Where I grew up in Taylor, my dad had
an acre of grass and then he bought another
acre. We had to cut the grass.all the years
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Farmington Hills resident David Sharpe is an avid backer of the Michigan
Nature Association. His goal is to spread the word about preserving Lhe
state's nalive species of plants and animals.

we were growing up.” he said.

Not that having a natural kind of yard is
any easy task. The Sharpes planted some of
the wildtlowers

“Most days I go around with clippers. It's
more ltke an artistic expericnce.”

Photos by Sharon LeMieux

‘Summer in city’ series set
for downtown Farmington

By Cansy Hans
statf writer

If Farmington's Downtown Devel-
opment Authority has its way, “sum-
mer in the city” will take on new
meaning.

A 10-week entertainment series
will kick off on Wednesdays in June
in downtown Farmington, designed
to offer mid-day activities for fami-
lies and businesspeople alike. Pro-
grams planned range from a shop/
swap/sell day for kids to profession-
al puppet and magic acts and musi-
cal revues,

All programs will be held between
10 am. and 2 p.m. under a green-
and-white striped tent in the Down-
lown Farmington Center parking lot.

DDA officials stress the tent will
ke up no parking spaces.

Plans call for a costumed town
crier to promote the events and for
local stores to hand out fans with a
schedule of activities and “I'm a fan
of Downtown Farmington™ printed
on them.

“Hopetully, If }1 is well-recelved,
we can expand upon it next year,”
sald Brenda Kellams Neier, publici

. ty coordinator for the DDA. She is
also negotiating with downtown res-
tauranis to offer somne sort of spe-
cials or discounts on the promotion
days. Some people have already sug-

Walsh chief resigns, cites health

Jeffrey W. Barry has announced
he will step down immediately as
president and chlef executive offlcer
of Walsh College in Troy, because of
a signiticant health condition. Barty,
president of the college for 21 years,
mado- the unanticlpated announce-
ment at a speclal meeting of the
Walsh College Board of Trustees,

The board of trustees accepted his-
resignation and established a transi-
tion team headed by Walter B,
Fisher, chairman of the board. Barty
will become president emeritus and
will continue to serve as a member
of the board of trustees.

The board ‘named Davld A. Spen-
cer, executlve vice president, as In-
terim president and chlef- exccutlve
offlcer with full authority of the off-
lee. Spencer, 40, has been employed
by the college for 12 years and has
led the operations slde of the college
for more than ope year. -

“The board regreld:thd niccessity
of having to accept Jefi Barry's res-
ignatlon,” Fisher said. “We are

gested  evening  entertainment be
considered in the future, she added.
The program is costing the DDA
$12.000, with $5,000 directed toward
the actual programs, $3,200 for
ilems such as tents, tables, chairs
and risers and $3,300 for pubticity

ACCORDING TO a program ap-
proved by the DDA and city council
last weck, the tentative schedule of
programs includes:

® Junc 12 — Encyclopacdia Bri-
tannica’s “Safety City” allows chil-
dren to travel through a miniature
community with a guide who will
cover traffic signals, safety precau.
tivns and police and fire safety.

® June 29 — Upland Hills Farm's

" “Farm Fun" will offer hands-an ex.

pericnce learning about a variety of
animals with two prefessionals from
the north Oakland County farm.

e June 26 — The llelen Foslien
Trio with guitarist, drummer and
banjo presents A Day of Dixieland.”

® July 3 -- The String Puppel
Theatre, a professional husband and
wife team, present four, 30-minute
marionetie shows of Lhe children's
tale “Rumpelstiltskis Fritz the
1alking bear will drive around down-
town promoting each performance
in a half-stze 1930 detivery truck.

® July 10 — Plans are not yet fi-
nalized for this date. which falls dur-

grateful to Jeff for his leadership
during a time when the college has
cxperienced teemendous expansion
of its program and its enrollment.
The ¢ W@me an outstand-
ing o =l institetion because
of Jeft Barry's clear vision and the
cfforts of the faculty and staff he bas
assembled.

"1 have complete confidence that
Dave Spencer will continue the pro-
gressive and professional Jeadership
of Walsh College,” Fisher said. "Be-
cause of Dave's cxtensive exper-
ence at Walsh, we expect the transi-
tion ta be smooth.”

THE ANNOUNCEMENT came
just 2 week after the college dedicat-
©d a 33,000 square foot addition to
Its main building. The $3.% million
project provides more classroomn
and library space for the college’'s
steadily increasing enrollment,
which has grown {rom 150 students
to more than 3,300.

Barry, 52, came to Walsh College
as vice president in 1969 and was ap-

g the annual Farmington Founders
Fuestiva),

® July 17 — Children 15 years or
younger, wilt be enceuraged by buy.
swap or sell games, books, toys or
sporting equipment-they no longer
use

@ July 24 - LuLu and Blooper
the clowns will do face painting, bal-
losn ammals and non-competitive
games.

® July 31
local company, will help visitors cre-
ate and piunt a masterpicce in plas
ter 10" take home. The only event
with a fee. this will cost $2 por per
sun to help defray costs

e Aug T -~ The Farmington
Community Library will present
“Story Hour™ with cach segment in-
cluding storytelling, activtties and
songs .

® Aug 14 Magian Themas
Plunkard will give 2 fast-moving
presentation ranging from sleight of .
hand and jugghing to grand illusions

DDA execulive director Wendy
Strip-Ssttsamer, said the seties s
aimed both at peaple who happen Lo
be downtown already and for those
Iouking for something spevial to do
during the summer months.

“I think it's really a qualily pro-
" she said

Fun With Plaster, a

pointed president une year later. He
catned 2 bachelor of arts degree
from Albion College 1n 196 Juris
doctor degree from e University of
Michigan in 1963 and is a enrtilied
public arcountant. I

“1am pleased with all ice have ae-
complished in the lasmt 21 years,”
Rarry smd “We have developed edu.
catiopal programs that enable our
students Lo achieve suceess and, in
the process, we have huilt a dynamic
nrganization af truly dedicated fac.
ulty and staft members

“The deciston to eave Walsh has
been very difficull for me, but T
nake 1t Knowing that my colleagues
1 the Walsh College community wall
successfully support the transition

A private, upper division college,
Walsh offers the final two years of
study toward a bachelor of accoun
taney or a bachetor of business ad-
aumstration degree. The graduate
program now includes four master

Jacobson!

of- science degrees in the areas of
finance. management, professional
accountancy and 1axation
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