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‘Reason for Living’ not
- just Jill Ireland’s story

: : -Oscar (An Unmarried Woman, person role she has played. In 1976
J 1“ Cl ayburgh Starting Over'') and once for an she played Carole Lombard in the
) - Emmy (“Hustling"), made the list biographica) film “Gable and
lands role in and won the part. . Lombard.” Such a role demands
N l d freland’s husband, Charles Iccnaln responsibilities, but she
Bronson, reporicdly hasn't read noks at it as a challenge. |
. ‘aml y drama cither'of his wife's books and was . )
. pposed 1o the maklng of “R “I think that the film is about her
Christy Bergslien ‘for Living." His role wil: be played very human struggle to find an
“ i n g by Lance lHenriksen (A iens'). “It’s answer, and then te have to try
ltcll;{::sgt::;'r' E::‘txami:; . something that she jokes about in something else,” concluded ¥
actress, says Jill Clayburgh. The Tv  her bodk and. In fact, the movie." Clayburgh, herself the mother of
movle, alring Monday, May 20, on said Clayburgh, noting it was her three. “Parcnts feel so helpless
NBC and starring Clayburgh in the understanding that things had been when these things happen and 50
titde role, Is abont familles. *  worked out with Bronson. . inadequate and sort of that feeling

; Clayhurgh has never met Bronson  that ‘Angybody could do it (parcnting)

—in :::;g:g;‘:ﬁ:?xfz:j;gss _or Jrefand. The materials she used better than § could.” I hope that youn
ago to date, she died of breast to prepare (or hier role w?fé—valiramrsccing'xhat-nobody-dvcs—
cancer. But befare her death, the frefand’s books, tapes she had made itallthat well, but everyhody does
acteess penned two novels: “Life with the show’s producers and TV it as well as they can, and that's'sort.
Wish." chronicling her battle with inlerviews. It s the second real- - of al} you can ask of yoursell.”
cancer, and “Life Lines", depicting . - ’ : )
her adopted son's heroin addiction, Academy Award-nomlocé Jifl Clayburgh plays the title rol= in "Reason gor

averdose and death, . " Liviag: The Jill frcland Story,” Monday on NBC. The biodrama, based o
“Reason for Living" is based on Jeeland's bestseller “Life Lines,” chronleles'the actress’ fight to'end her =777
“Life Lines” and Treland's son’s heroin addiction amid her own battle with cancer..

_ determination to help her son beat
the monkey off of his back,

. S [ —

“1 think she felt sirongly about 1. o ,ﬂﬂ”tﬁ'gﬂl,d’y

what she learned from having dealt U

wlth her cancer,” said Clayburgh of :

Ireland. “She {elt she could help her

son dea) with his flirtation with

death. She felt she knew something

about death, and. therefore, she had

a way to communicate with him.”
The film'Is really about what you

do and.where you turn when you .

have tried everything you can think

of to help a loved one. “It’s not

about her as a celcbrity or as an

actress,” said Clayburgh. “It's a

very passionate story about a

woman and her feelings for her.

family, her children, her parents, *

. her awn life and her own mortality,
Pcople might turn it on because it's .
Jill Ircland, but I think the book's *
success is because of its originality.
1t's not a scli-serving book about
‘how great 1 am’ and ‘how
wonderful [am.” It's a pretty soul-
scarching look.” A
' Originally, Ircland had planned to
play herself in the telefilm. She is, in
fact, executlve producer of the
production. When she realized it
would be Impossible to do so, she - Phylicia Rashad {lafi) and Dyan Cannon form an unlikely
made 3 Jist of the actresses she while fled together and on the lam in C8S'
would want to sce in her role. Jalibirds, premioring Thursday.

Clayburgh, nominated twice for an Ly




