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Unjust rule strikes out on rights

| BASEBALL IS AMERICA'S game.
And the bellef that a person is inno-
cent until proven otherwise is.an
American's right,

But the South Farmington Basc-
ball Club, a Farmington arca little
league, Is undermining both those
tenets by overreacting to an under-
standably upsetting incident.

James Willlam Stoller, a South-
field resident, is awalting trial on
charges of sexually molesting boys
between the ages of 10 and 13 whom
he coached in the Garden City Youth
Athletic Association. Stoller, ‘a
teacher and coach In DeWit(, was
previously convicted for gross inde-
cency involving young boys which
was apparently not discovered until

- the Garden Cily incident. He, unlike
the majority of sandlot coaches, hap-
pens not ta be a parent.

South Farmingion Baseball Club
offlclals are worried that such an in-

. cident could occur in thelr league as

well. But in their haste to reduce -

that possibility, they struck out - by
passing a blanket rule prohibiting
anyane whe doesa't have a chlld In

the program {rom coaching or man-
aging a leam beginning next season.

STRIKE ONE: Many other sports .

beat the bushes trying to get non-
parents who love the particular
game and who arc unfettered by
having to react to thelr awn child to
serve as coaches.

Strike two: Whether or not’ you
have a child isn't pertinent to
whether. or not you would molest or
abuse a child.

Strike three: The move casts un-
fair asperslons on all non-parent
coaches In the league.

If this off-base play is allawed to
stand, there could be further rever-
beratlons; Schools could be asked 10
terminate al} teachers and extracur-
ricular advisers who aren’t parents;
camps could eliminate alt counsclors
wha aren't parents; and how about
the military cllminating all training
officers who aren't parents.

IN WESTLAND recently, a-pastor
pleaded guilty, along with his wife,
to abusing thelr two eldest children.
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But they are parents, so under the
South Farmington league's criteria,
they siill might make It as coaches
of managers,

South Farmington baseball offi-
clals are very clearly out.in left
ficld. It is they, not the non-parent
coaches, who need to be pulled out of
the line up ang replaced with solld,
non-hysterlcal leaders.

Stop flailing your bats at the non-
parent coaches who give of their
time and expertise. And start care-

_{ully reviewing your procedures in

signing up coaches — parents and
non-parents — to make them as fail-
safeas ihle.

Although local police can't cheek
out individuals on a.routine basls,
the Michigan State Police can. Back-

Crowded classes hinder good

QUESTION: My daughter was 5o
exclted about belog accepled to the
Unlversity of Michigan last fail.

“ Now she is not so sure. Some of ber
freshman classes had more than 450
students. Can 450 students In & class
be a good learnlog experience?

ANSWER: This is not an educa-
tional experience, Some might say It
Is a ploy to carn blg moncy fast.

The worst case scenarlo I heard of
at the Unlversity of Michlgan was a
freshman psychology class of 650

tudent

== :
AN Doc
. -
=._ ADoyle
white collar holdup by a university
that knows It can get as many fresh-

men as it wants, so take it or leave .

it. And be advised this Is not just the
U-M: It is a common practice at

Students were told (1 am told) that
the 650-student class. would be re-

duced In size. It never was. Some .
students walked out in disgust nnd"

enrolled in other schools the next se-
mester.

THIS SEEMS to me almost a
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verslties.

A teaching station with 450 to 650
students is not a quality educational
experience, especially for those who
are - miore, visual than auditery
learners, :

Indeed, many students skip the
sesstons, and have thelr buddies take

aotes or tape the sessions, especially
in classes wher¢ no attendance
records are kept, which is most com-
mon. If attendance Is taken, students
often sign in their friends.

IT MIGHT be better to videotape
the lectures and hand students cop-
ics when they pay their tuition
rather than go to class, At least then
the students could review and re-re-
view what was said in the quict of
their rooms.

Furthermore, many of these “cat-

taught by graduate assistants, those
with little or no previous tecaching
experience, some who just graduat-
ed themselves.

The more cxperienced and
1enured ‘professors “generally teach
he juniors and sepjors or graduate
students.
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ground checks can be conducted on
prospective paid workers or volun-
teers at the request of individuals or
organizatlons.

The background checks can be
conducted by mall with a reSponse in
a week to 10 days.

“IF WE MADE & rule that looks
like an injustice to someone, we're
sorry but we didn't do it to hurt ahy-
one,' said Roxanne Fitzpatrick,
commissloner of the South Farming-
ton league. “I'm having a difficult
time understanding why they can't
sce the good in us, They're only see-
Ing the bad.”

What we're secing is an {ll-thought
out decislon made in panle which un-
dercuts what we are trying to teach
our children — about falrness and
freedom,

‘Instant replay shows that it nceds
to be immediately reversed.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing editor for the Oakland
County editions of the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers.

THE BOTTOM line, however, is
that moit students accepted by the
U-M admission affice will opt for the
Ann Arbor campus rather than tak-
ing their first two years at the U-M-
Dearborn, where small class sizes
and experienced professors teach the
classes.

Why? For prestige, to get away
from llving at home and to cheer for
the maize and blue.

The U-M and MSU are excellent
institutions, especially for juniors,
raduato-studen

first two years, from my view. leave
much to be deslred.

James “Doc" Dople, a former
teacher/school administrator/un-
jersity instructor, is president of
Doyle and Associates, an yduca-
ional consulting firm.

Reader says,
ban smoking

Totheeditor: .

How 2ad.

This morning I went out to my lo-
cal Hardee's for breakiast. While
there 1 observed four women sitting
in the smoking arca with two little
chlldren who appeared to be under
two years old. o

1 couldn't believe my cyes as 1
watched all the women light up thelr
cigarettes and blow smoke in the
childrens faces.

We constantly read about the hor-
rors of child abuse, but what these
ignorant women were doing Is just
another area of abuse.

We are trying to protect the lives
of the unborn, but let's also do some-
thing more to protect the little chil-
dren as well as non-smoking aduits
from having to breathe in cigarctte
smoke.

1 say ban smoking from all public
places.

Yirgi! E. ThII,
Farmington Hills

Let's keep

" supporting

Hills parks

To the editor:

On behalf of the Say Yes To Parks
committee, please allow me to ex-
press our appreciation and thanks to
the citlzens of Farmington Hills for
their support of the Parks and Ree-
reation hall' mill rencwal on May 7.

The funds generated by this tax
will allow the city to move forward
with its parks and recreaton master
plan ot a cost to the average house-
hold of less than one dollar per week.

It gives our community the oppor-
tunity to purchase land for family

. L
Join the discussions at ity coupcl

‘meetings. Voluntder for “planning

commitiees. Offer your advice and
constructive criticism. Working; to-

_gether, there is nothing we can’tjac-

complish. R
We have the means at band to
make Farmington Hills & premier

. city in which to live. Let'sdolt.

Michael Horper,
chatrojan,
Say Yes To Parks

o |
Reporter has -
‘the touch’

To the editor: .

Your May 6, “Street Scene” by
Larry O'Conner was very well done.
He has what the Irish refer to as “the
touch.”

In the article O'Connor stated that
after Ireland's 1916 Easter Rebel-
llon to end British rule several of the
leaders were imprisoned and then

a Aed

James Connolly who, unable to
stand, was propped up in a wheel-
chalr and shot by the British,

All the men thus executed were,
Nowever, in the true sense prisoners,
of war. Eamon DeValera, who later
became president of Ireland, es-
caped the same execution 75 years
ago because he had been born in the
United States.

Patrick Costello,
Birmingham

Opinions are -
to be shared

Opinions and ideas are best
when shared with others.

That's why the Farmington
Observer encourages its read-

rks—and-sports-fieldsdeve " t5_to_share their views wilh
ture and hiking trails, expand the others in the From Our Read-

programs available for our seniors,
begin 2 system of bike paths linking
our city facilities and much more.

1 urge all citizens to cantinue their

‘participation and support beyond the

ballot box. Stay invoived in the pro-
cess. We need your time and talents.

ers column.

Letters should be mailed 0:
the editor, . The Farmington
Opserver, 21898 Farminglon
Road, Farmington 48336.
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