Suspense is missing Sir Arthur Conan Doyle |
as interesting as Holmes:

in ‘Ten Little Indians’

Performances of the Smith
Theatre prbduclwvx of "Ten Little
Indians” cammuc through Satur-
day on the O Community
College On:lmrd Ridgc Campus in
Farmington Hills, For ticket in-
Jormation call 471-7500.

By Sally Dubata
speclal wrlter

The production of Agatha Chris-
tie's “Ten Little Indians” at the
Smith Theatre has a questionable
amount of the -famed Christic
suspense. Although well acted and

ced, it somelimes misses the who-
dunit quallty of the classic mystery/
thrlller.

Christie employs a famous nur-
sery rhyme to the letter for her plot.
In the play, typical of a Christic
mystery, several unsuspecting
guests are invited for a weekend
stay at an eminous country estate. In
this case, however, the home is on an
1sland with no means of escape.

Director ‘Willam W. Sharpe's
staging of “Ten Littlc Indians” evi-
dences little farethought or attention
to detall. Entrances are made with
other onstage actors blocking the
view of the new arrjval, actors are
walking backwards and many times
positloned to converse with other ac-
tors In a contorted {ashion :mylhlng
but conducive to conversation. " *

Lead player Lee Martin as vic-
tim/suspect/guest Philip Lombard
dellvers quickly said lines which
lack meaning and innuendo. Martin,
although an adept wisceracker, falls
“short of the playboy aspect of his
character's.ability to woo any wom-
an, capecially the intended target,
Vera Claythorne (Cara Remund), an-
other guest for the weekend.

PRETTY CARA REMUND'S tech-
nical style of acting does little to en-

review

“An Euzm'vlq with Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle” was presented Fri-
day at the Birmingham Unitari-
an Church in Bloomfield Hills.

. What images does the name Sher-
lock. Holmes conjure up? A double-

A saving grace of the show is Matthew
Bierl as Detective Blore. Bierl
possesses the self-confidence

required of Blore and believably
portrays the gruff but likeable detective,

hance the love interest in the plot, as
no chemistry whatsoever is set up
between Vera and Lombard, and her
character doesn't show an ounce of
visible nervousness as various char-
acters are murdered.

‘The third leg of this {lirt triangle,
but only according to the script, Is
Matthcw Scarletl as Anthony Mars-
ton. Scarlelt chooses sarcasm for his
character rather than the impetuous
rich boy Christic intendad. His deliv-
ery of lines leaves little room for the
early-in-he-play flirting with Vera.

A saving grace of the show is
Matthew Bier) as Detective Blore.
Bicr] the self- i c

looks more like white and black cat
whiskers, making his character all
the more unconvincing.

Kristen Willlams as Emily Brent,
the forthwright religious - fanatle
foreshadowing doom, would do bet-
ter to make her charactler a little
mere eccentrie and her. lines more
significant, to add Lo her susplclon.

BY CONTRAST, supparting play-
or Khaled Hanna is excellent as Gea-
cral MacKenzle. His performance as
the lenely, foeble-minded old widow-
er possesses the subtleties and com-
plexitics of excellent acting, and his
quirky characterization succccd.v in

required of Blore and believably
portrays the grulf but tikeahle detec-
tive. Tom Williams also renders a
credible performance as Sir Law-
rence Wargrave, :

As various characters die off, the
audience Is traditionally inclined to
wonder who the murderer is, but the
staging, with few notable exceptions,

creates no tensjon through the use of |

suspicious characters. Scott Mancha
and Gail Bohacck as the manservant
and cook are neither suspicious nor
nervous. Mancha's “aging” make-up
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Robert Tavi as Dr. Arm!trong.
perfect murder suspect vla narcotlcs
and needles in an old black doctor's
bag, creates wonderful comic rellef
as the skittish and fidgety doctor —
a nerve specialist, no Jess.

The set is fine and interesting, al-
though no credit s given to attribute
the ingenious black and white effect.
Everything on the set Is in various
hues of gray, giving it an oid-fash
ioned Sliver Screen effect. Even the
costumes, by Liz Werner, are btack,
white and gray.
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schaum pipe, an cape, per-
haps?

All stereotypleal for sure. But not
one was created by the author. These

. are just a few of the many fascinat-

ing facts one learns from Mark
McPherson in his one-man play, “An
Evenlng with Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle.”

McPherson has scripted a show
and performs In a style that is more
lecturesque than theatrlcal. His
commanding presence, uncanny re-
semblance to Arthur Conan Doyle,
English accent, tweedy garb, authen-
tic props and detailed factoids, how-
ever, comblne for memorable enter-
tainment.

Hundreds of books have been writ-
ten about Sherlock Holmes, perhaps
the most famous flctitious character
of all time. Such was his impact on
the world in the 1890s that the Great
Detective seemed real to many. His
creator, Arthur Conan Doyle, bas re-
mained something of a mystery.
Mark McPherson combines history
with myth to bring the author (o life.

MCPHERSON 18 most effective
when he acts out little eplsodes in
Doyle's life. He would be better
served with more of these and less
straight recitation of events, Also, it
would have been nice to learn more
of Dayle's creative process. Perhaps
some inner dialogue as Doyle sketch-
3 out the first draft of a story.

Nevertheless, McPherson Is very
good at presenting Doyle as a com-
plex man whose personality and life
were shaped by the rigorous victorl-
an code of duty, honor, commitment.

OQPEN 7 DAYS
537-1450

* Lunch Specinls
« Benquet Room
MEXTCAN SAMPLER ~
FOR TWO

Includas: Staak nuu.:hm.nnu Eachllada,
rvite, Tostads, Ounsamo u

Educated at Edinburgh to be a

physician, Doyle supplemented his
modest income by -writing for the
equivalent of pulp magazines., His
first Sherlock Holmes story, A
Study in Scarlet,” was published in
1887,
Among the little known facts {ex-
cept, of course, to members of the
Baker Street Irregulars) is that by
1894 publishers were demanding so
many Sherlock Holmes stories that
Dayle killed him off {so he could get
on with more important things).
‘There was such a elamor that Doyle
was forced to bring him back. These
second-generation Sherlock Holmes
stories include perhaps his most fa-
mous, “The Hounds of the Basker-
villes." .

Doyle went on to author many
types of literature — was knighted |

for service In the South African Boer
War (not as you might expect for his

- writing) — ran for political office ..
and spent hiy .

{and lost ~ (wice) —
final years lecturing and writiog on
spiritualism.

Mark McPherson regularly ’Earh'_
10

forms for churches (this latest

was sponsored by the Bis
Unitarian Church), libraries and cal- *
leges. Don't miss his next perform-’

ance. You will find it most enjny-

able.

Bob Weibel of Westland is a -

. freelance writer, who has spent:.

‘more than 25 years in community. -
theater as a director, deawner
and pcrfonner
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Came to Michigan’s Home & Leisure Shnw.
the most fabulous show yoa’ﬂ ever
attend with products and services
you've never seen before from -
all over the world. It has every-
thing you want for home and play.

For the Home

Geandlather Clucks
Pianos and Orgam
Much, Much More

Landwaping
« Ntereo, Viden
« Fumiture

.

vip

+ Home Improvements  » Cooking tips % . « Fashion Square » Spy Shop

o Secusity Malt and cookware Chance to'win a oph 8 gazebo = Room. Tavel + Boah, Can

= Ekcironies ¢ Suncoums (56,000.00 valee) « Diving Equipmment o Health and Excrcise Products
« Spas, Pools * Patio Products s » Deep Discounted Leather » Golf Resorts & Equipment

Watch for disconet toupans in
your Effective Mailers packet.

2 for 1

Tickets (at box office} On Adult Admission Cnupon Saturdars 1000 43 10 11:00 PM
Sundays 1000 AV 10 200 PN

[ 56.00 Mon. - Thurs 200 PN 10 10.00 P

Children (6. 14): 100 arcomer ezugon Mon.-Thurs. Only PR 100 PAf to 11:00 P\
€ hildren funder o) Free Memornial Iay 10:00 A\ 7:00 M

Cash and carry items at bargain prices

There's never been anything like it in
Detroit » Fun (or the whole family,
something for everyone » Take
advantage of Michigan's greatest
summer savings.

For Your Leisure

Coats Up to 70% OFf
Sparting Goods

» Airplanes and Helicopiers
« Much, Much More
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