‘Senate
‘passes

Area residents fill blind
children’s reading needs

By Janice Brunson
8iaf} wrlter

at If a child loves to read . . .
but happens to be blind?

Until recently, most were simply
out -of luck. Of the-few chlldren’s

vailable tn Braille, prohibl-
tive, costs of up to $100 each made
therp financially out of reach to the
majority,

Bit thanks to the creative braln.
storm of a Livenla woman who
founded a speciallzed non-profit pub-
lishlng company, the situation has
chapged considerably.

In 1985, Dedra Bonde launched
Secdlings Braille Books for Children,
the baly company of its kind In the
natlon, The first year, she produced
215 books, priced at some $10 each
or half the cost of production. The
difference was met by public contri-
butlons.

This year, 6,000 books will be dis-
tributed to readers throughout the
United States and abroad, including
such favorites as “Charlotte’s Web,”"
“Super Fudge,” and “Ernic’s Big
Mess.” Prices remaln low, still $10
or less per book, subsidized by fund-
ralsing cfforts of active volunteers.

“T have iwo sighted children who
read voraciously, All children, sight-
ed or not, should have the same op-
portunity," sald Bonde, In explana-
tlon'of Seedlings.

A single mother who describes
hersell as handicapped by severe
shyness, the work fits Bonde perfvet-
ly. “I can't meet people face to face,
but I have mechanical ability.”

Her unique idea has touched the
lives of many.

“READING I8 SUCH a gateway to

knowledge, information, recreation,
inspiration. It's something everyone
should have access to. This is my
way of dramatizing the value of
reading.” said Elaine Morse, a Sce-
dlings volunteer who serves as presi-
dent of the board..

An assistant manager for Berders
Book Shop In Birmingham, Morse is

also Active with e BIrmInghanmy Lt

brary Board.

Honigman
residency
bill

An unlixely alliance of conserva-
tive Republicans and city Democrats
was unable to defeat state Sen. Da-
vid Honigman's bill to end local gov-
ernmental residency rules for em-
ployees.

The Senate last week approved the
bill:on a 20-16 vote that split both
parties.

“I think we have to take into ac-
coupt, first and foremaost, the person-
al hardshlp on- police and fire-
fighters,” said Honigman, R-West
Blopmfield. “Government has no
right to tetl people where to live.”

e first-term senator said the re-
sidency rules had been used by white
communities to keep out blacks and
by blacks to keep whites off the pay-
rolls. He likened residency rules to
tulatitarlan policies of castern Eu-
rope and the Soviet Union which
“feel they have lo keep their peole
there by coercion.”

. The mcasure goes to the House
Labor Committee where it faces a
doubtful fulure. Detroit and Flhint
have maore clout there.

THE BILL was backed by 13 Re:
publicans and seven Detmocrats.

GOP backers included Honigman,
Mat Dunaskiss of Lake Orion and
Robert Geake of Northville. Also
among supporters were the Senate’s
two top Democrats — Art Miller of
Warren and John Cherry of Clio.

Opposed were 10 Democrats and
six Republicans. Arca Democrals
voting no were William Faust of
Westland, Jack Faxon of Farming-
on Hills and George Z Hart of
Drearborn: Among GOP oppenents
were Sepate majority leader Diek
'osthumus of Alto and Juck Welborn
vf Katamazoo. .

"My district is all over the board
on the issue,” said Faust. “My home
ety of Westland has, by charter
amendment, said that our police and
ficemen can live anywhere. My
neighboring city of Wayne has said
that their police and firemen can
live within a radius of 20 miles. My
city of Taylor, howcver, through
ncgotlation, has said that this is a re-
quirement of the job — that you live
within the city."

Faust oppased the bill because of
a state constitutional requirement
that says the Legislature may not
pass laws impalring contracts

SEVERAL DEMOCRATS,

taunched bilter attacks on the Honig-
man bill.

A fund-raising bowi!-a-
thon benefitting
Seedlings Braille
Books for Children, a
non-profit
organization, is
scheduled Saturday,
May 18, at Merri-Bow!
in Livonia. For more
information or.to
pledge money on
bowlers, call 427-8552.

It's at libraries that another board
member, Kathy Donagrandl of
Farmington Hills, is most acutely
aware of the shortage of books for
sightless children, “When you sce the
choice of books for stghted children,
it's very disappointing to sce the lim-
Ited number in brallle.”

A special education teacher for
Livonia schools, Donagrandi said
school texts are avsilable in braille
but there are few enrichment books.
Yet pleasure reading Is essentlal in
teaching the visually impaired cor-
reet grammer, punctuation and
spelling.

Jerry Welchbordt of Livonia, an
clectrical eng'neer, Is intimately fa-
millar with the problem. An avid

reader who is legally blind, he-had

great difficully in finding reading
material as a youth,

“Jerry' volunteers because he
knows the interest in reading starts

Thursday. May 16, 1991 OLE

as a child,” said wile Mary Beth,
who works for the Greater Detroit
Soclety for the Blind.

ONCE BONDE LAUNCHED Sce-
dlings, the first order of buslness
was - upgrading primitive printing
equlpment, according to Mary
Cowper of Southleld, one of ergani-
zatlon’s carilest board members.

‘Working from the basement of her
home, Bonde was using a computer
printer adapted for Braille and bullt
by her {ather.

“In the beglnning, cach page had
to be transcribed by hand, one dot at
a time, on a state and stylus. One
mistake, and you had to start the
page over,” sald Cowper, who origi-
nally volunteered as a Braflle tran-
scriber.

In short order, she found herself

EEEHENRTS

ralsing funds essential tn p
new compuler equipment and, per-
haps more Important, to subsidize
the cost of books.

“It’s the affordablllty factor, keep-
ing prices where children can afford

Birmingham resident Elaine Morse, assistant

manager at Bord

them. They have nowhere else to buy
books.”

The success of Seedlings fund-rals-
ing, according to Troy accountant
Mark Bosscher, can be measured by
annual printings, up from [.900
books tn ‘1987 when -he joined the
board to 5,000 last year, including
125 ditferent titles, Each book repre-
sents a contribution of at least $10.

“This is obviously a very good
cause,” he sald. .

In March, Seedlings moved Into a
new office at the site of the former
Bentley High School tn Livonia.
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— DAN DEAN/3talt photographer

er's, is board president of the

_ Blind children now
have greater access to
the tinest children’s
books.
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carpet only

14.99, carpet only

* All Bigelow on sale from
12.99, carpet only

¢ All Lees on sale from 14.99,

! * All Karastan on sale from
i
|

Trdent by Bigelo
colors. Reg. $37, sale 23
with pad**

Montaray by Lees
35 fine colors. Reg

SALE 21.99 sq. yd. carpet onty

SALE 16.99 sq. yu. carpet onty

Atextured sanety

.99 sq. yd. Installed

urable dense teastn

sale 28.99 sq. yd.

Save 2020 to 40% on All
o e Staster. Carpeting

Call us to request a measurerment af your

room.
Northland: 443-6197
Eastland; 245-2434
Westland: 458-5439

Oakland: §87.2152
Or visit our Interlor Design Studio at the

store nearest you.

. . o
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Summit Place: 683-5975
Southland: 374-5372
Lakeside: 566-2751
Genesee Valley: 230-5893

Ploase turn to Pago 6

Dubfont Certified Stainmaster® * carpets resist
statie shock and protect against common food
and beverage staing. So your carpet will 0ok
new tor along, long time.

SALE 13.99 sq. yd. carpet only

Classlc Beauty | by Bigelow is an affordable
plushan 30 great colors. Reg, $34, sale 20.99
sq. yd, Installed with pad? *

SALE 16.99 sq. yd. carpet only

Maximus by Lees is a footprint-hiding twist in
25 most wanted colors. Reg. $37, sale 23.899
s5q. yd. installed with pad?* *

3 Acraunt and g
NG Payhent due
5 purchann

Ir lled with pad:**

SALE 23.99 sq. yd. carpet onty

Endureau by Karastan s a heaotiul textored
plush in 30 colors. . . sale 30.99 sq.
yd. Installed with pa

SALE 23.99 sq yd. ¢
Tornoau by K
carpet in 23 splendid coiors
30.99 sq. yd. Instnlled with pa.
Sale ends June 3 .
3000 total squtre yairdd, .
“Dubor i B,

o
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DSON'S

Think of us first when you're considering
carpeting. If you're planning to buy something
you'll kve with tor a long, long time it only
makes sense to shop at a store that's
accustomed to ‘‘staying power’"

Experlence

We truly have earned the trust of over a
generation of satsfied customers.

ectl

choeote frony.

Service

Evory sales consultant and installer on our stall
takes prde n ther expertise. Also, when you
buy from us, you enjoy the convenence ot
usmg our credit plans

Decorating Advice

The expernenced designers in our Interior
Design Studio are glad to help. They can show
you how to put rooms together effectively—
right here in our adjacent turniture
departmoents,

Deter billing now on Fumiture, Lamps,
Mattresses, Carpet, Area Rugs, Oriental
Rugs and Electronics.




